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PREFACE. 



TT has been the opinion of many perfons of great 
"■• fcnfe and learning, that the knowledge of a God, 
as well as fome other felf-evident and unconteiled no- 
tions, is born with us, and exifts antecedent to any 
perception or operation of the mind. They expicfs 
thcmfelves on this fubjeft in metaphorical terms, alto- 
gether unbecoming pliilofophical and judicious en<|ui- 
ries, while they alTert, that the knowledge of a God is 
interwoven with our conftitution, that it is written, en- 
graven, (lampt, and imprinred in clear and difcemible 
cliarar>ers on the heart ; in which manner of fpeech 
they arte 61 to follow the great orator of the Romans. 

By thcfc unartful phrafcs they can mean nothing hut 
this, that the propofition, There is a God, is aftualiy 
cxident in the mind, as foon as the mind has its be- 
ing ; and is not at hrft acquired, though it may he 
afterwards confirmed, by any a6^ of realon, by antr 
argument or demondration. I mull confefs my inabi- 
lity to conceive iliis inbred knowledge, thefe original 
independent ideas, that owe not their l)eing to the ope- 
ration of the underflanding, but are, 1 know not how, 
conge nice and co-exillent with it. 
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For how a man can be fald to have knowledge be- 
fore he knows, how ideas can exift in the mind with- 
out and before perception, I mud own is too difiiculi 
for me to comprehend. That a man is horn with a 
faculty or capacity to know, though as yet without 
any actual knowledge ; and that, as the eye has a na- 
tive difpofition and aptitude to perceive the light, when 
fitly offered, though as yet it never excrcifed any z&. 
ofviiion, and had no innate images in the^womb; fo 
the mind is endued with a power and faculty to know 
and perceive the truth of this propofition, There is a 
God, as foon as it (hall be reprefented to it; all this is 
clear and intelligible i but any thing more is, as I have 
faidy above my reach. In this opinion, which I had 
many years ago entertained, I was afterwards con- 
firmed by the famous author of the EfTay of Human 
Underftanding. Nor can I fee, that by this do6bine 
the argument for the exiftence of a Deity, drawn from 
the general affent of all nations (excepting pcrhapi 
fomq few, who are fo barbarous that they approach 
▼ery near the condition of brute animals), is at all in- 
validated. For fuppofing there is no inbred know- 
ledge of a God i yet if mankind generally allcnt to it^ 
whether their belief proceeds from their reflcaion on 
themfclvcs, or on the vifible creation about them, it 
will be certainly true^ that the cxiftencc of a Deity car- 
ries with it the cleared and moft uncontrolablc evi- 
dence; fincc mankind fo readily and fo univerfiilly per- 
ceive and embrace it. It defervcs confidcration, 
that St. Paul upon this argument does uot appeal to 

tlic 
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the light within, or to any charafters of tlie Divine Be- 
ing originally engraven on the heart, but deduces the 
caufe from the efFe£^, and from tiic creation infers the 
Creator, 

It is very probable that thofe who believe an innate 
idea of a Divine Being, unpnxluced by any operation 
of the inind, were led by thi« to another opinion, 
namely, that there never was in the world a real Atheift 
in belief and fpeculation, liow many foever tliere n^.ay 
have been in life and pra6lice. But, upon due exami- 
nation, this opinion, 1 imagine, will not abide the tefl; 
which I (hall endeavour to make evident. 

But, before I enter upon thisfubgeft, it feems proper 
to take notice of the apology, which feveral perfons of 
great learning and candour have made for many famous 
men« and great philofophers, unjuQly accufcd of 
kn piety. 

Whoever fhall fet about to mend the worW> and re- 
form men's notions, as well as their manners, y^'M cer- 
tainly be the mark of much fcandal and reproach ; and 
will effcftually be convinced, that it is too polTible the 
grcateft lovers and benefactors of mankind may be 
reprefented hf the multitude, whofe opinions they 
contradid^, as the worft of men. The ,hardy under- 
takers, who cxprefs their zeal to re£lify the fenciments 
of a prejudiced people in matters of relij^jon, vlio Ja- 
ipur to ftcm the tide of popular error, ami flrike at 
the foundations of any ancient, eflablilhed luperdition, 
nvuft themfelves expert to be treated as pragmatical and 
infolebt innovators, difturbers of the public peace, 
B 3 nnd 
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and the great enemies of religion. The obfervation of 
all ages conhrms this truth ; and, if any man who is 
doubtful of it would try the experiment, 1 make no 
queftion he will very foon be thoroughly convinced. 

it is no wonder, therefore, that Anaxagoras, though 
he was the firft philofopher who plainly aflertcd an 
Eternal Mind by whofe power the world was made, for 
oppofmg the public worfliip at Athens, whofe refined 
wits were plunged in tlic moll fcnfelefs idolatry, and 
particularly for denying the divinity of the Sun, ihould 
be condemned for irrcligion, and treafon againA the 
Gods; and l)C heavily fined and baniOied the city. 
It is DO wonder, after fo lliarp a perfccution of this 
zealous reformer, that Socrates, the next iucce(Ibr but 
one to Anaxagoras, and the lad of the Ionic fchoolj, tor 
oppoling their fcandalous rabble of deities, and alFeit- 
ingonc Divine Keing, Ihould be condemned for Athcifm, 
and put to death, by blind fuperl\ition and implacable 
bifc'Otry. 

Some have been condemned by their antagonids for 
impiety, who maintain pofitions, which liiofe from 
whom they dill'cnt imagine have a tendency to the 
difbelicf of a Deity. But this is a manifed violation 
of juftice, as well as candour, to impute to any man 
the remote confequences of his opinion, which he him« 
ielf difclaiins and deteds, and who, if he faw the 
connexion ot his principles with fuch conclufionsy 
would readily renounce them. No man can be rea* 
iona)>1y cl)at^;ed with more opinions than he owns; 
and if Hv.s juiU:c wxit obrerrcd in |)olcmical dilcouik**;, 
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as well of theology as plulofophy, many perfons had 
cfcaped thofe hard names, and terrible .cenfures, which 
tlieir anf|;ry antagonifts have thought fit to fix upon 
them. No one therefore is to be reputed an AtheiiV, 
or an enemy to religiony upon the account of any er- 
roneous opinion, from which another may by a long 
drain of fcquels draw that concluiion ; much lefs for 
holding any do^ines in philofophy, whidi the com- 
mon people are not able to examine or comprehend, 
who, when they meddle with fpcculations, of which 
they are unt|ualified to judge, will be as apt to cen- 
fure a pliilafopher for an Aihcift, as an aiVronomcr for 
a magician. 

I would fdin too in this place make fomc apology 
for the great numbers of loofc ami vicious men, who 
laugh at R'ligion, and feem in their con^erfation to 
dilclaim the belief of a Deity. I do not mean an apo- 
logy for thdr pra^icc, but their opinion. I hope 
rhcfc unhappy perfons, at lead the greatcd part, who 
have given up the reins to their paflions and exorbiranc 
appetite*, arc, rather than Athcifts, a carclefs and Ou- 
pid fort of creatures, who, cither out of a fupine tem- 
per, or for foar of being difturbcd with remorfein their 
unwarrantable enjoyments, never foberly confider with • 
thcnifclvc?, or exercife thdr reafon on things of the 
highcd importance. Thcfc: perfons never examine the 
arguments that enforce the belief of a Deity, and the 
obligations of religion : but take the word of their in- 
genious friends, or fomc athciftical pretender to philo- 
fop!»y, who afTurcs them there is no God, and there- 
in 4 fore 
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fore no religion. And notwith (landing all Atheifts 
have leave giv^ci^^ them by their principles to become 
libertines, yet it is not true that all libertines are Athe- 
ifls. Some plainly affert their belief of a God; and 
others, who deny his exidence, yet do not deny it upon 
any principles, any fcheme of philofophy which they 
have framed, and by which they account for the ex- 
igence and duration of the world, in the beautiful 
order in which we fee it, without the aid of a Divine 
Eternal Mind. 

But there are two forts of men, who without in- 
juflice have been called Athcifts; thofe who frankly 
and in plain terms have denied the being of a God j 
and thofe who, though they alTerted his being, denied 
thofe attributes and perfections, which the idea of a 
God includes ; and fo, while they acknowledged the 
name, fubverted the thing. Thefe are as real Atheifts 
as the former, but lefs fincere. If any man fbould de- 
clare he believes a Deity, but affirms that this Deity is of 
human ihape, and not eternal; that he derives his be- 
ing from the fortuitous concourfe and complication of 
atoms ; or, though lie allowed him to be eternal, fbould 
maintain, that he (hewed no^ wifdom, defign, or pru* 
dence, in the formation, and eo care or provklence in 
the government, of the world ; that he never reflects on 
any thing exterior to his own being, nor interefts him- 
fclf in human aifairs; docs not know, or does not at- 
tend to, any of our a£lions : Aich a perfon is, indeed, 
and in ef\c6k, as much an Atheifl as the former. For 
though he owns the appellation, yet hi^ defcription is 

defl:ru£Uve 
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deftru£ltve of the idea of a God. I do not affirm, that 
the idea of a God implies the relation of a Cr«ttor t 
but, fincc in the demonftration of the exigence of a God 
we argue from the effe£^ to the caufe, and proceed 
from the contemplation of the creature to the know- 
ledge of the Creator, it is evident we cannot know there 
is a God, bur we muft know him to be the Maker, 
and, if the Maker, then the Governor antl Benefa£lor of 
the world. Could there be a God, who is entirely 
regardlefs of things without him, who is perfeAly un- 
concerned with the dire£lion and government of the 
world, is altogether indifferent whether we worfhip 
or atifront him, and is neither pleafed nor difpleafed 
with any of our aftions ; he would certainly to us be 
the fame as no God. The log in the fable would be 
altogether as venerable a Deity 5 for if he has no con- 
cern with us, it is plain we have none with him : if 
we are not fubje£t to any laws he has made for ys, we 
can never be obedient or difobedient, nor can we need 
forgivenefs, or expe6i reward. If we are not the fub- 
je£ks of his care and protection, we can owe him no 
love or gratitude; if he either does not hear or' dif- 
regards our prayers, how impertinent is it to build 
temples, and to worlhip at his altars ! In my opinion, 
fuch notions of a Deity, which lay the axe to the root 
of all religion, and make all the cxpreilions of it idle 
and ridiculous ; which deflroy the diilin6tion of good 
and bad, all morality of our a£tions, and remove all 
the grounds and reafons of fear of punifhment, and 
hope of reward I will judly denominate a man an 

Atheift, 
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Athcid, tliough he ever (o much difclaims tliat ig 
minious titk. 
Tliales the founder of the Ionic fchool, and t 
i: pkilofopiiers who fucceeded him, Anaximander, Anax 

menesy Diogenes ApoUionates, Anaxagoras, and At 
;]h chelaus, are cenfured by Aridotle as difbcHcvcrs of i 

"J Dcic/; the reafon he gives is, that thefe phtlofoftliersi 

i^ in treatmg of the principles of the world, «>evcr intro- 

•^'i duce the Deky as the efficient caufe. But if it be 

jjll •conddercd, tiiat natural, fcience was then in i&s infancy, 

;| and that thoTe primitive philofophers only undertook 

^ to account for the material principle out of which 

=|| the world was made, which one alferted to be water, 

ll oue lire, another air; though this may prove that 

they formed but a lame and unfinifhcd fchcme of phi- 
lofophy, yet it docs not evince, that they denied the 
being of a God, or that they did not believe him to 
be the efHcicnt caufe of all things. It is indeed a con- 
vincing evidence that their philofophy was impcirfcft, 
zi a: tLvd it might well l)C{ hut from their filence or 
OQillbon of him in their fyftems, when they defigned 
to treat only of the material caufes of things, ic is un- 
reafonahle to afHrm that they denied his being : and ic 
is certain Anaxagora<i taught, that, iictides matter, ic 
was abfolutcly nccclfary to alfcrt a Divine Mind, the 
Contriver and Maker of the world ; and fur this religi- 
ous principle, as ivati faid before, he was at Atlieus an 
illuftrious confclfor. 

Atter the death of Socrates, the Ionic fchool was 
ft^on divided into vaiious k^% anil philofophkal ^lar- 
lic>: of iIh: Cyicraic khuol, Tlicodoius and Dion 

Bo.ilh^tnitti, 



BLACKMORE'S CREATION. n 

Borlfthcnites, were reputed Atheifts, contemners of the 
Gods, and deriders of religion. Yet fince it does not 
appear, that they had formed any impious fcheme of 
philofophy, or maintained their irreligion by any pre- 
centied principles of reafon, it is not improbable that 
thefe men were rather abandoned libertines, without 
confideration and refle£lion, liian fpeculative and philo- 
fophical Atheids. 

The Italic fchool, to its great diihonour, was more 
fertile in impiety, and produced a greater number of 
thefe irreligious philofophers. The maftcrs, who fuc- 
ceeded their famous founder Pythagoras, foon degene* 
rated from his noble and pious principles, and not only 
corruj)ttd the purity of his doctrine, Imc became down- 
right apoftatcs, renouncing the belief of a God, and 
fubverting the foundations of religion. Leucippus, 
Democritus, Diagoras, and Protagoras, were juftly 
reckoned in this rank ; who aderted, that the world wa$ 
made by the cafual combination of atoms, without any 
allirtance or direftion of a Divine Mind. They taught 
their followers this do6Vrine, fupportcd it with argu- 
ments, and fo were Atheifls on pretended principles of 
reafon. But among all the ancient obdurate Atheifts, 
and inveterate enemies of religion, no one feems more 
iincere, or more implacable, than Epicurus. 

And though this perfon was perhaps of as dull an 
underftanuing, of as unrefined thought, and as little 
fagacity and penetration, as any man who was ever 
complimented with the name of a philofopherj yet fcve- 
ral great wits, and men of diftinguiihed learnings in this 

laft 
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laft age, have been pleafed to give the world higb enco- 
miums of his capacity ^nd '"upcrior attainmeots. 

After a long night of ig*>orancc had overlpread the 
face of Europe, many wife men, .^ from a gex>erous love 
of truth, rcfolved to exercife their reafon, and fixe 
themfelves from prejudice, and a fervile veneration of 
great names, and prevailing authority; and, growing 
■ :j impatient of tyrannical impofitions, as well in philofo- 

:' phy as religion, to their great honour, feparared both 

ii, from the church of Rome, and the fchool of Ariflotle. 

:' Thcfe patriots of the commonwealth of learning com- 

bined to reform the corruptions, and redrefs the gric- 
i:;; vances, of philofophy ; to pull down tlK Peripatetic mo- 

4 -Darchy, and fet up a free and independent (late of ici- 

iji ence ; and, being fully convinced of the weaknefs and 

'|; unreafonablenefs of Ariftotle'g fyftem, which confided 

% chiefly of words without any determined meaning, and 

|- rof idle metaphyseal definitions, of which many were 

jJi 'falfc, and many unintelligible; they in this cafeiiad 

if. recouife to the Corpufcularian hypothecs, and revived 

.1. rthe obfolete and exploded fyftem of Epicuru«. 

L Many of thefe noble leaders, who had declartd 

r againtl the Peripatetic ufurpation, and aiferted the 

rights and libenies of human undcrftanding, called in 
;' this philofopher, for want' of a beuer, to depofe Arif- 

'•'■ totle. And though a general revolution did not fol- 

ii- low, yet the defection from the prince of fcience, as 

he was once efteemed, was very great. When thefe 
firft reformers of Ariftotle*s fchool had efpoufed the in- 
terell of Epicurus, and introduced his do6lrines, that 
4 his 
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his hypotheiis might be received with the Icfs oppofi- 
tion, they thought it necellary to remove the ignomini- 
ous chara£br of impiety, under which their philofopher 
had long lain. And it i^ indeed very natural for a man, 
who has embraced another's notions and principles, to 
believe well of his mailer, and to fland up in the de- 
fence of his reputation. The learned GafTendus is 
eminent al>ove all others for the warm zeal he had ex- 
prefled, and the great pains he has taken, to vindicate 
the honour of Epicurus, and clear his chara6ter from 
the imputation of ineligion. 

After the unhappy fate of Anaxagoras and the 
great Socrates, it is no wonder that the philofophers^ 
who fuccecded, fliould grow more cautious in propa- 
gating their opinions, for fear of' provoking the lan- 
giftrate, and making themfelves obnoxious to the laws 
of their country : and, if any had formed irreligious 
fchemes, it is tabe fuppofed, they would take care to 
guard, as well as they could, againfl the punilhmenc 
to be inflifted on all who denied the Gods, and deri- 
ded the eftabliflied worfhip. An Atheift cannot be 
fuppofed to be fond of fufFering, when pain and death 
are what he chieEy abliors : and therefore Epicurus, 
who, if Cicero and Plutarch knew his opinion, was sl> 
downright profelTcd Athcift, has not in terms denied,, 
but indeed alTened, tlie being of the Gods ; and fpeaks 
honourably of them, fo far as regards the excellence 
of their nature, and their happinels. But when he 
defcribes his Gods, and gives them a human face and 
limbs« and fays they are Re\xi\« uicox^oi^A tiort c^x- 
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poreal, but as it were corporeal; while he excluiirt 
them from any hand in making, or care in guiding 
and governing, the world, and undertakes to ihew thtf 
all things were brought about by mere chance, wid^ 
out any help or dire6^ion of the Gods, wiio are alto* 
gether unconcerned with human affairs, and regardlefs 
of our a£lions ; he mud laugh in himlelf, and be fup- 
pofed to have formed this ridiculous idea of a Divine 
Being merely to cfcape the chara£ler of an impious 
philofophcr. For though he owns the name of a God, 
by his dcfcriptionheintircly deftroys the Divine Nature. 
Nor do I think, that Ariftotlc can be defended from 
the charge of Atheifm $ for while he affirms, that the 
world as to its formation, as well as its progrelTion and 
duration, is independent on the Gods, and owes no- 
thing to their power, wifdom, or providence, he utterly 
fu))vert8 all pretence to religion and divine worfhip^ 
and comes at lad into the dregs of the Epicurean 
fchcme : this, I believe, 1 have plainly proved in the 
following poem. 

As to the modern Atheifts, Vaninus, Hobbcs, and 
Spinofa ; I have fpoken of them in their turn, and dial! 
not anticipate what is faid heicafier. 

1 have been determined to employ fome of my Icifure 
hours in writing on this fubjcft, by the melancholy 
refle«Stion 1 have often ma<le on the growth of piophane- 
ncfs, and the prevailing power of loofe and irreligious 
principles in this nation. 
j;' It is a mortifying confuleration to all who love man- 

kind, aiid vvifh ucll lo liieir cour.try, that thi^ opinion 
|{ has of late years, above ihc cAanij'le of p-lt csrcs, 

5 Ipicad 
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Iproni its contagious influence fo far an<l wide, that 
jK>w» emboldened by the power and number of its 
aflcrtorsy it 'l)ccome8 infolent and formidable. Thofc 
impious maximsy which a fmall party in the lad age, 
when inflamed with wine, vented in private, are now 
the entertainment of the coffee-houfey publidy pro- 
Iclfed^ and in many companies fpoken of in cool blood, 
as the ordinary fubje£ls of converfation. 

All ages have brought forth fome monfters, forae 
profeiTors and patrons of Irreligion ; monftcrs in re- 
fpc£k of their fcarcencfs, as well as deformity ; but the 
amazing abundance of thefe odious produ6Vions is, I 
believe, peculiar to this fertile age. 1 am apt to think, 
that moft who were reckoned Atheifts in former reigns 
were rather unbridled libertines, than irreligious m 
principle : but now we are fo far advanced, that the 
iafcAion has feized the mind ; the Atheift in praftice 
is become one in fpeculation, and loofcnefs of manners 
improved to intelle^ual impiety. 

Many (which is without example) exprefs an ardent 
leal for prophancnefs, are grown bigots in Athcifm, 
and with great induftry and application propagate their 
pfinciples, form panics, and concert mcafures to carry 
on with vigour the caufe of ii religion. They carcfs, 
and are very fond of, thofe who boklly declare f^r 
impiety, and mock all religion as cheat and iinpof- 
ture. Thefe arc wits, men of fenfe, of large and frtc 
thoughts, and cannot fail of being men in falhinn. 
And as the renegades and defcrttrs of Heaven, who 
renounce iheir God for the favour of vac:\> uwCi 0.\M^t 
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to grow popular at the deareft rate, are by many pnK 
te£bd and applauded { fo there are places where a mu* 
that has the aflfurance to own the belief of a Deity ud 
a future (late, would be expofed and laughed one of 
countenance. Hence many arc tempted to conceil 
their notions of religion, for fear of blaftigg their I^ 
putatiouy and of 'being negle£led and defpifed by 
tbofe from whofc favour they expe6fc* profit or pio- 
motion. 

Immediately after the Refloration, the people, io- 
toxicated with the pleafures of peace, and influenced 
by the example of a loofe court, as well as from thoi 
great averfion to the former fanatical flri£tnefs and 
fc verity of converfation, which they detefted as hypo- 
crify, indulged themfelves iu fenfual libertiet, and hj 
degrees funk deep into luxury and vice. Then it wis 
that fome irreligious men, taking advantage of dib 
growing diiTolution of manners, began to propagate 
their dcteflablc notions, and fow ihc feeds of prophaoe- 
nefs and impiety, which fpruns: up apace, and flouri (li- 
ed in proportion to the growth of immorality. Thui 
vice and irrcligion, mutually aiTifting each other, ex- 
tended their power by daily encroachments » and ihc 
folid temper and finTmcfs of mind, whicii the people 
once poll'cnid, being (lackencd and dillblved by the 
power of riot and forbidden pleafurc, their judgement 
foon brcarne vitiated; which corruption of talle has 
ever fnice gradually increafed, as the confederate 
powers of vice and prophancncfs have fpread tlicir in- 
fc^Slion, and ^^aincd upon icli^'ion. 

Wl.ilc 
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While loofe principles and impious opipiops . per- 
eit the judgment, a petulant humour that inclines 
len to give an air of levity and ridicule to all their 
ifcourfesy and turn every tiling to mirth and raillery, 
oes in proportion get ground ; this Ixring edeemed the 
lofl fuccefsful method to weaken the power and autho- 
ty of religion in tlie minds of men, 

I would not here be underflood as if I condemned 
\c qualiBcations of wit and pleafantry, but only the 
lifapplication of them, I Ihall always retain a great 
aluc for ingenious men, provided they do not abuiie 
od proftitute their talents to the word purpofcsj I 
lean tlie deriding all fohriety of manners, and turn- 
3g into jeft tlie principles which condicute our duty 
icre, andafTure our happinefs hereafter. But can any 
aan who reveres a God, and loves his country, (laud 
>y unconcerned, wlule loofe and prophane wits (hew 
\M much £eal and diligence in propagating maxims, 
vhich tend (6 dire&Iy to Uie diflionour of the one, and 
be ruin of the other ? 

Should Atheifm and corruption of manners, thofe 
afcparable companions, which, as caufes and effef^Sy 
mutually introduce and fupport each other, prevail 
such faitlier; fhould impious notions in any age 
icrcafter generally infed the higheil, as well as the 
aferior ranks of men ; what confufion of affairs mufl: 
nfue t It would be impoilibk to find men of princi- 
le to fill the places of trufl and honour, or patrons 
> pron)otc them : merit would incapacitate and dif- 
ualify for the favour of great men, and a religious 
C €liaia£ler 
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cliaraftcr wotsid be an invincible ob(h'u6lion to 
vancemcnt j there would be no pcrfons of rank tr 
courage men cff worth, and bring negle£Ved yirtui 
t6 fafhion. On the contrary, the contemners of 
vcn and deriders of piety would be carefled, appl 
cd, and promoted; the difpofers of preferment \» 
confer all on thofc who embrace their opinions : 
what a terrible temptation would this be to our yi 
to accommodate their notions to thofe of the me 
power, when tliey fhail fee that their favour is 
oiherwife to be procured ! 

Is it not highly probable that, in fuch an age, c 
and cabals would be formed of fcofFers and buffc 
to laugh 'religion out of countenance, and make 
profeflbrs of it the obje£^ of public fcorn and 
lempt ? 

Bcfides, it is natural to believe that Magiftratcs 
commonwealth, generally cbmpofed of Atheifts, wi 
likewife proceed to violence, and perfecute thofc w! 
they could not perfuade to embrace their notions 
niuch as any feft of religion has ever done. For 
not religion, but corrupted human nature, that pu 
men on to compulfive methods of obliging their 
verfaries to renounce their own, and aflert the of 
ons of men in power. It is from the fa6lious ten 
of a party, not the fpirit of piety, it is from pride 
an impatience of contradi6^ion, or from lud of dc 
nion, or a violent defire of engrofling the placet 
honour and profit, that men endeavour, by cruel 
coercive methods, to filence their opponents, and f 

V 
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fuh tlheir competitors. And if it will be allowed 
iktt human paiEons will always exert themfelves w^ith 
mufonnity;, and therefore flill produce the like effects; 
if we may foretel what Athetfls when in power are 
like to doy from what they have done, as far as they 
iiad ability} we may be aflured, when they do not 
want power, they will never want a will to employ 
vioknce, to extinguiih the notions of piety, and the 
hateful herefy of religion. It would not be (Irange 
if Atheiilical tefts in fuch a ftate of affairs lliould be 
formed and impofed, to keep. men of dangerous prin* 
ciples cut of all pods of. power and profit ; and all 
that believed the being of a God, and the rewards and 
puntibments of anotlicr life, Ihould be looked on as 
difaffe£^ed to the government, and tl^e didurl^crs of the 
public peace. 

And if fuch notions of impiety, and fach a dege- 
nerate conftitution of manners, (hould ever prevail in- 
thtt unhappy nation, any man without the gift of pro- 
phefy^ and, indeed, with a very moderate penetration, 
may forefee, that the public will then be cxix}fed to 
inevitable ruio. 

But before the intcrefts of virtue and religion are re- 
duced to fo deplorable a (late, it is to be hoped this 
once wife and ibber nation will awaken from its le- 
thargy; that,, notwith (landing the prefcnt popularity 
of Wee, levity, and impiety, it may one day recover its 
reliih of folid knowledge and real merit ; that buf- 
foons themfelves may one day be expofed, the laugh- 
ers in their , turn i>ccon(>e ridiculous^.and an AtheUlical 

C 1 \tQ>^Vt 
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fcoffer be as much out of credit « as a fober and reli*: 
gious man is at prefent: virtue, ferioufnefs, and ar 
due reverence of facred and divine things, may revive 
among us; and it is the duty and interefl of efctyi 
man that loves his country, and wifhes well to roaiH 
kind, to make his utmoft efforts to bring about fuch> 
a happy revolution. This would the fooner be cflfeft* 
ed, if the virtuous part of ingenious men (for virtue 
has ftill a party) would not fupinely (Und by, and fee the 
honour and interefl of religion expofed and infultcdi' 
but, inftead of an abje£l, unadbive defpondence, would 
unite their endeavours, with vigour and refolutioo;* 
againfl the common enemies of God and their coun*' 
try. It is great pity, that in fo noble a caufe any 
ihoiild fhovv fuch poornefs of fpirit, as to be aihamed. 
of afTening their religion, and (lemming the tide of 
impiety, for fear of becoming the entertainment of 
fcofHng libenines. 

I know the gentlemen of Atheiflical notions pretend' 
to refined parts, and pafs themfelves upon the world 
for wits of the firfl rank : yet in debate thfcy decline 
argument, and rather trufl to the decifion of raillery. 
But if it were pofliblc for thefe gentlemen to apply 
tliemfelres in good earnefl to the reafons alledged ia- 
proof of a Divine Being, in a manner that becomes an* 
enquiry of fuch confequence, I fhould believe their 
eonvi£tion were not to be defpaired of. 

But there is little appearance that they will be ever 
prevailed on to confider this matter with deliberate 
^d unprejudiced thought} and, therefore, I am not 
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fo fanguine to think, that any arguments I can bring, 
tliough ever fo clear and dcnionftrative, arc likely to 
make any impreflllon upon a veteran Atheift. I have 
severtlielefs thought it a feafonable fervice to endea- 
vour to flop the contagion, and, as far as I am able, to 
preferve thofe who are not yet infe£bed. 

I would entreat thcfe to diftinguifli between raillery 
and ailment, and not believe that mirth ought to 
determine in fo weighty a cafe; that they would not 
adrok of principles of the utmofl concern without ex- 
amination, and take impiety upon content; that 
they would appeal from the buffoon and the mocker, 
to the iropanial decifion of right reafon, and debate 
this matter with the gravity tliat becomes the impor- 
tance of the fubje£):. 

But, fmce the gentlemen who own no obligations of 
religion for the rule of behaviour, fet up in its flead a 
fpurious principle, which they call honour, and a 
grtamefs of mind, that will not defcend to a mean 
or bafe a£Uon ; let them refle£l, whether that term, 
as they ufe it, is not an empty found without any de- 
termined meaning. If honour lays a man under any 
obligation to perform or forbear any adion, then, it is 
evident, honour is a law or rule, and the tranfgref- 
fioD of it makes us guilty and obnoxious to punifh- 
roent : and if it be a law, it mud be the declaration of 
fonoe legi(lator*s will ; for this is the definition of a law 
that regulates the manners of a moral agent. Now, I 
aik a man of honour, who denies religion, what, or 
whofc law he breaks^ if he deviates ftoia \\\v^x\\t 'w\^.' 
C 3 ^^^^'^ 
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gines' a point of honour ? It is plain there can Be- n& 
tranfgrcffion, where there is no law ; no irregularity, 
where there is no rule ; nor can a man do a bafe or 
diihonourable thing, if he lies under no obligs^ion to 
the contrary. Honour, therefore, abftra£ted from the 
notion of religion, which enjoins it, is an idle chime- 
ra, which can have little power over any man that 
does not believe a Divine Legiflatoi, whofe authority 
muft enforce it. 

It is the fame with friendfliip and gratitude, which 
are principles that the Atheift will often commend. 
But how is any man bound to be grateful, or to beVi 
friend ? Should he a6l a contrary part, and be treache- 
rous and ungrateful, what guilt has he contra6ted ? 
Has he offended agninft any law ? or can he become 
guilty, without the breach of any ? If you fay he has 
broken any law, tell us the law, and by whom it 
was made. If the laws of the Supreme Being are fet 
ufide, we can lie under no regulation, but have an ud- 
boondcd liberty over all our a6lions ; we may with- 
out the Icaft fault or difhonour break our oaths, fub» 
vert the government, betray our friends, aiTaflihatie 
our parents ; in ihort, commit all kinds of the. moft 
deteflable crimes without remorfe j for, not being 
controjpd by any obligation, we may do whateVep 
our paffions or our intercfts- prompt us to, without 
being accountable to any tribunal for the lead tranf- 
grcffion. 

If it be faid^ we are obliged by the laws of our 
country i I anfwer^ that as to the a£tions we are fpealf- 

icg 
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ing pf, fuch as a man of honour, a great and geperdus 
mind, a fiiend, a grateful perfon, is fuppofed to think 
himfelf obliged to, thefe are fuch as arc not regi^Wed 
by municipal laws, and therefore men are at, liberty 
whether they will aft by what they call a principle of 
honour or not, and can juftly incur no cenfurc or re- 
proach, fhould they have no regard to that pompous 
and founding word ; for if their aftions are ndt mo- 
rally determined, either by human or divine Xiw'Sp 
they may very juftly, and honourably too, aCt with 
unlimited freedom in thefe matters. Bcficles, whoever 
believes himfelf firee from the obhgations of divine pre- 
cepts, cannot look on himfelf as bound by any human 
laws. He may indeed, from the apprehenfion of pa- 
nifhrnent, forbear an a6iion thus forbidden, and it. Is 
his interefl fo to do s but, if he chinks no divine au- 
thority makes it his duty to fubmic to the magiftrate, 
and obey the laws of his country, he is at hbcrty, as 
to any guilt, whether he will ol^ey or no. If he ven- 
tures the puni(hment, he efcapes the fin. If an Atheifb 
fwears fidelity to his prince, what controling power 
is he under, which afFe£ks the mind, not to betray liim, 
if he think it fit and fafe ro do it ? If he lets his pa- 
rents, or his patron, or hii> friend periih, what iniquity 
Is he accountable for ? 

The exiftence of a God has been already cleared, 
and abundantly demonibratcU, by many pious and learn- 
ed authors ; whence this attempt may be ccnfured as 
impertinent and unnecelFary. But all thofe excellent 
pcrfoimaaces being wm-in,profe, and the ^rea(.eO: ^a^tt: 
.C 4 *^^ 
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ki tlie learned languages, or at leaft in a fcholalfic 
manner, are Ul-accommodated to great numbers not of 
a learned education; and many who have moie 
knowledge, and greater genius, will not undergo 
the trouble of reading and con(idering the argu- 
ments exprefled in z manner to them obfcure, dry, and 
difagreeable. I have therefore formed a poem on dus 
^reat and important fubje6b, that I might give it the 
advantages (teculiar to poetry, and adapt it more to the 
general apprcheniion and capacity of mankind. The 
harmony of numbers engages many to read and retain 
what they wotild neglect if written i-n profc ; and I 
pcrfuade iftyfelf the Epicurean philofophy had not 
lived fo lon^, nor been fo much cftceme<i, had it not 
been kept alive and propagated by the famous poem of 
Lucretius. 

1 have chofen to dcmonftrate the exiftence of a God 
from the marks of wifdom, defign, contrivance, and 
the choice of ends and means, which appear in the uni- 
vcrfe. Out of the various arguments that evince the 
truth of tliis propofition, " There is a God," I have fc- 
lc£Vcd this as the moft evident and intelligible. 

1 may with reafon prefume, that I ihall not incur 
any cenfure for not employing new arguments to prove 
the l)eing of a God ; none but what have been pro- 
duced before by many writers, even from the eldcfl 
days of philofophy. It was never oljefted to Lucre- 
tius, that, in his applauded poem, he has not invented 
a new fyflem of pbilolrphy. but only recited in poeti- 
^^l numbers the ancient doMnes of Dcmocrirus and 

curus Nor can it with reafon be fui^pofcd, that 
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die arguments by which he fupports their opinions 
were not long before in the fchools of Greece. Nor 
hive modern writers on this fubjeft invented, but pur- 
fned the demonftration of a God, from the evident ap- 
pearance of contrivance and wifdom in the vifible world,, 
which they have done with more clearnefs and flrength,. 
than thofe who went before them. And while thde 
have attempted to evince the exigence of a God only 
from the contemplation of corporeal nature, I have 
carried the argument on to the a£iions of living, fen* 
iitive, and intelligent l)eings, fo far as we are acquaint- 
ed with them ; believing that brighter and more noble 
(Irokes of wifdom and de(ign appear in the principles 
of life, fenfation, and reafon, than in all the coropafs 
of the material world. 

I have endeavoured to give the fubje6! yet greater 
degrees of pcrfpicuity, more variety of argument, as 
well as eafy and familiar expreilion, that, the flyle be- 
ing more pleafing, and the dcmonftration more readily 
apprehended, it may leave a deeper im predion, and its 
elTefts and ufefulnefs may become more extenfive. In 
order to this, I have rarely ufcd any term of art, or 
any phrafe peculiar to the writing and converfation of 
learned men. I have attempted, as Monfieur Fpnre- 
ncUc has done with great fuccefs in his Plurality of 
Worlds, to bring philofophy out of the fccrct receflus 
of the fchools, and ftrip it of its uncouth and myfteri- 
ous drcfs, that it may become agreeable, and admitted 
to a general couvcrfacion. 

I take 
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I take ic for granted, that no judicious reader 
cxpeft, in the philofophical and argumentative part 
this poem, the ornaments of poetical eloquence, 
this cafe, where metaphor and defcription are not 
mitted led they ihould darken and enfeeble the ar 
ment, if the reafoning be clofe, ftrong, and eafily 
prehended, if there be an elegant fimpUcity, pur; 
and propriety of words, and a juft order and cone 
ion of the parts, mutually fupporting and enlighten 
one another, there will be all the perfe£lion which 
ilyle can demand. 

I may fafely conclude, that no man will expe£k t 
in this poem I (hould borrow any cm belli (hmcnts fr 
the exploded and obfolete theology of the ancient i< 
laters of Greece or Rome : that I fhould addrefs : 
rapturous invocations to their idle deities, or id( 
the ftyle with allufions to their fabulous a6lions. 
have more than once publickly declared my opini 
that a Chridian poet cannot but appear monflrous : 
ndiculous in a Pagan drefs: that though it Iho 
be granted, that the heathen religion might be allc 
cd a place in light and loofe fongs, mock heroic, i 
the lower lyric compofitions j yet, in chriftian poems 
the fublime and greater kind, the mixture of the Pa§ 
theology mu(V, by all who are mailers of reflexion s 
good fenfe, be condemned, if not as impious, at Ic 
as impertinent and abfurd. And this is a truth 
clear and evident, that I make no doubt it will 
degrees force its way, and prevail over the contn 
-zSdcc Should Britons recover their virtue, a 

refoi 
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-refonn their t«fte» the3^« would no more bear the hea- 
then religion in verfe, than in profe. Chridian poets, as 
well IS Chriftian preachers, the buiinef^ of both being to 
ififtrtt^l die people^-though the lad only are wholly appro- 
priated to it, ihould endeavour to confirm and fprea4 
their own true religion^ If a divine fhould begin his 
fermon with a folemn prayer to Bacchus^ or Apollo, 
to Mars, or Venus, what would the people think pf 
their preacher ? And is it not as jreally, though not 
equally,. abfurd; for a poet in .a great and f<;nouspoem, 
wherein he celebrates ■ fome wonderful and happy event 
of Divine Providence, or magnifies the illuilrious inflru- 
ment that was honoured to bring the event about, to 
addrefs his prayer to falfe; deities, and cry for help 
to the abominations of the heathen ? 

The defign of this poem is to^monftratc the felf-exif- 
tence of an Eternal Mind from the created and dependent 
exiflence of the univerfe, and to confute the hypothefis 
of the Epicureans- and the. Fatalifts, under whom all' 
the patrons of* impiety, ancient or modern, of whatfo- 
ever denomination, may be ranged. The firft of 
whom affirm the >^orld was in time caufed by chance ; 
and the other that it exi (led from eternity without a- 
caufe^ It is true, as before mentioned, both thefe ac- 
knowledged the exiflence of Gods \ but, - by their ab- 
furd and ridiculous defcription of them, it is plain they 
\mA nothing elfe in view, but- to avoid the obnoxious 
charaftcr of Atheiftical philofophers. •••* .-» 

' This likewife has been often objected to the Deifl's of 
die prefent times> that at 'lead a* gteatpavt of 'them 

onl^ 
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only conceal their notions under that name, whik 
they are really to b^ numbered among the Athciftt. 
I have before exprefled roy reafons, why I cannot em- 
brace this opinion. It is true, indeed, that moft of 
the Deifh maintain a particular frienddiip with the 
Athciftsy are pleafed with their loofe and impious 
converfation, and appear very tender of their credit 
md efteetn. They are charitable in crying up their 
ihining qualities, and in concealing, excufing, or lef- 
fening, their immoral a6iions ; while at the fame time 
they fhew an alfe£^ation in expofing the faults and fol- 
lies of the Chridians, efpecially thofe who are the 
men; ilri£^ and regular in their manners, and appear 
to be mofl in earneil. It is likewife remarkable, that 
thcfe gentlemen cxprefs no zeal for the extirpation of 
irreligious principles: they have never, as fas as I 
know, written any thing againft them ; nor are they 
pleafed in company to declare their deteftation of fuch 
impious maxims, or to produce arguments to confute 
them ; while at the fame time they take great pains, 
and ihow a warm zeal, to weaken the belief of the 
Chridian religion, and to expofe the pretended errors 
of its dififerent profefTors; which feems, indeed, 
flrange, fince he that owns a God and his providence 
ilioiild in reafon look upon thofe who believe neither 
to be infinitely more oppofite to him, than thofe who 
agree with him in the belief of a God, and ditfer only 
in the point of revealed religion. 

Befides, it js obfervable that the prefent Ddfts have 
cot drawn and publilhed any fcLcnic of religion, or 

catahgucs 
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catalogues of the duties they are obliged to perform^ 
or whence fuch obligations arife. They do not tell 
OS, that they look on man as an accountable creature 1 
nor if they do, for what, and to whom, or when, that 
account is to be made, and what rewards and punifh- 
ments will attend it. I do not affirm they have no 
fuch fcheme in their thoughts ; but, (ince they will not 
let us know their creed, and in the mean time deride 
and triumph over that of the Chriftians, I cannot de- 
fend them from thofe who fay they are juflly to be 
fufpeded. 

And that the Deid mav clear himfelf from the fuf* 
picion of being an Atheid, or at lead a friend and fa- 
vourer of their principles; I could wifli he would in 
public allert and demonftrate the being of a God and 
his providence, and declare his abhorrence of the 
principles of thofe who diibelieve them. 

It would likewifc give great fatisfa6tion, and remove 
the objections of thofe that charge them with dire61: ir- 
rcligioo, if they would pleafe to give fome account of 
their belief: Whether tliey look upon God as one 
who governs mankind by laws to be difcovcred by the 
light of reafon, which redrain our inclinations and de- 
termine our duty ; that they would tell us what thofe 
laws are, and what fan6lions do enforce them ; and 
until this be done, they cannot well difcharge them- 
icives from the fufpicion before- mentioned. 

And here I would addrefs niyfelf to the irreligious 
gentlemen of the age : and I deiire them not to take 
vp prejudices againd tlie exidencc of a God^ and run 
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away with impious tnaxims, tantil they have- exer- 
cifed their confideration, and made an imparti'al en- 
quiry into the grounds and rcafons that fupport the 
belief of a Dit^ine Eternal Being. In- ordfcr to fuch' a 
rftafonable examination, it is bur juft and decent 

c.jj." they (hould be in carncft, and hear the arguments we 

offer with temper and patience ; that they ibould 
inure themfelvcs to think, and weigh the force of thofe 
arguments, as becomes fmcere enquirers after trUth. 

'J|.|i The being of a God, and the duties that refult from 

that principle, are fubjefts of the greateft excellence 
and dignity in themfelvcs, and of the greateft concern 
a^d importance to mankind; and, therefore, ihould 
never be treated in mirth and ridicule. Generals of 

jijLj armies and counfellors of ftatc, fenators, and judges. 
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HtiJ, in the great and weighty affairs that come before them, 






«lo not put on the air of jefters and buffoons, and, in* 
l^iS;-. itead of grave and folemn debates, aim at nothing but 

jgipjlf fillies of wit, and treat their fubjefts and one another 

vf* only with raillery and deriiion : yet the bufinefs pro- 

ijujNi pofed to the confideration of the perfons I fpeak to is, 

jjljll;'! in every rcfpeft, infinitely fupcrior to any of theirs 

hi ■ . before-mentioned. 

Are they furc there is no God, and therefore no 
religion ? If they arc nor, what a terrible rifque do they 
run ! If thetr reafons amount only to a probability, the 
contrary opinion may be true, and that majf be is 
enough to give them the rood frightful apprelienfions, 
and didurb them amidfl all the pleafures they enjoy. 
But if they fay they are aiTured, and pafl doubt, there 
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is no God 5- let them confidcr, confidence in ab opinion 
is not always the elfeft of certainty and denionftra- 
ttoh. Their prcdeceflbrs, the Atheifts of former ages. 
Were as certain, that is, as confident, they reafoned 
right, as they can be. They cannot pretend to clearer 
light, and greater aflTurance of the troth of their max- 
ims, thanr Epfcums and- Locretias did ; or infiilt their 
adrerfaries ^ith greater contempt than ihofe hare 
done : yet thefc men themfclves, at If aft many of them, 
allow thofc "philofophers were grofsly miflaken, and* 
will by no means truft to the Epicurean fcheme, as 
the foundation of their opinions. If thefc great maf- 
ters, notwithftanding their unexampled confidence,' 
have been miftakcn, why may not their fucceflbrs be 
fo? 

If they fet up Ariftotle's fcheme, and think they 
fecure their principles by making the world to be 
eternal, and all effects and events the refultof fuch a fa- 
tal nccefHty, and an indiflbluble concatenation of caufes, 
as render it iropoflible, that things that are fhould 
not be, or tliat they fliould be otherwife than they are j 
let them confider, that the greatcft aflcrtors of im- 
piety, I mean, Democritus, Leucippus, Epicurus, and 
Lucretius, oppofed this as an idle and incoherent 
' fyftem ; and that indeed it is fo, fhall be after demon- 
ftrated ; and fhould not this fhake their confidence, 
that all their friends in the Epicurean fchools, who 
were fufiiciently delivered from the prejudices of edu- 
cation and fuperftitious impreilions, could not fee 
the leaft probability in the fcheme of the l^ataliils, oa 
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which thefe gentlemen are pleafed to rely in a matter of 
the higheft importance ? 

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbes ? has that philofo* 
fopher faid any thing new ? does he bring any llronger 
forces into the field, tluin the Epicureans did before 
him ? Will they derive their certainty from Spinofa ? 
can fuch an obfcure, perplexed, unintelligible author 
create fuch ceruinty, as leaves no doubt or diftmft? 
if he is indeed to be underdood, what does he alledge 
more than the ancient Fataliils have done, that (hould 
amount to dcmonflration ? 

Beiidcs, if, as they pretend, tlicy are efbbliihed 
beyond poilibility of deception in the truth of their 
maxims, why are they fo very fond of thofe authors, 
that fet up any new do£lrine? and why do they em- 
btrace with fo much plealure their new fchemes of ir« 
religion ? They are very glad to hear of any gr<eat ge- 
nius, that can invent frcih arguments to ilrengthen 
their opinions ; and does not this betray a fecret diffi« 
dence, that demands further light and confirmation ? 

But further : fincc thefe gentlemen fhew fo much in- 
dudry in propagating their o^unions, and ^e fo fond 
«f making profelytes to Atheifm ; fince tl>ey affe£k a 
zeal in countenancing, applauding, and preferring, thofe 
whom they have delivered from religious prejudices, 
and reformed and refined with their free, lai'ge, and 
generous principles ; how comes it to pafs, that they 
siegle£fc to inform and improve their nearefl relations ? 
ace they careful to inflru6l their wives and daughters, 
.(hat they need not revere the imaginary phantom of a 

Cod; 
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1 ; that religion is the creature of a timorous and 

frftitious mind, or of crafty priefts, and cunning 

tician? ; that therefore they are free from all r*- 

nts of virtue and confcience, and may proftitute 

r perfous in the moft licentious manner, without 

remorfe, or uneafy reflection ; that it is idle to 

any divine punifhmcnt 4iercafjter; and as to tfee 

n<j and dilhonour that may attend the liberties they 

t, in cafe they become public, that fcandal proceeds 

n the grofs njirtakcs of people perverted with reli- 

1, and mifguided by a belief of a Divine Being, 

of rewards and punifhroents in an imaginary life 

r this ? 

)o they take pains to inform their eldefl fons, that 
: owe them no gratitude or obedience? that tliey 
,' ufc an uncontrolcd freedom in indulging all their 
etites, paiTions, and inclinations ? that, if they arc 
ling to pollefs their father*s honour and.eftate, they 
{f by poifon or the poinard, take away his life j and, 
hey are careful to avoid the punilhment of the ma- 
ratc by their fecret conduct, they may be fully fa- 
ed of tke innocence of the aCtionj and as they have 
c themfelycs much good, fo they have done their 
ler no injury, and therefore may eojoy in perfe6l 
iquillity the fruits of their parricide? Whatever they 
f affirm among their loofe friends, I cannot con- 
re they can be guilty of fo much folly, as to propa- 
5 thefc opinions in their own families, and inftru6l 
r wives and children in the boundlcfs liberties, 
.ch, bv.thc principles of Athsifm^ are their undoubted 
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Tight: for in all aftions, where religion Joes 

■intcrpbfe and reftrain us, wc arc pcrfcftly, ts has h 

Taid, free td ad: as we think bed for our profit j 

^leafurc. 

Befidcs, to what a deplorable condition would m 
'Icind be reduced, fhould thcfe opinions be univerfi 
embraced ! If fo many Icings and potentates, wiio 
prbfcfs their bcFief of a God, and of rewards and j 
nifhmcnts in a life to come, do notwtthdanding, fr 
l^oundlcfs ambition and a cruel temper, opprefs tl 
■ fubje6ls at home, and ravage and deftioy their nei, 
Incurs abroad, ftoold think themfelves free from 
divine obligations, and therefore too from the rcftrai 
'of oaths and folcmn contrads ; tliefc fences and fe 
rities removed, what a deluge of calamities would br 
in upon the world 1 what opprelTion, what violcr 
what rapine, wliat devadation, would finifli the ruin 
human nature 1 for, if mighty princes are fatisfied t 
it is"^mpolTiblc for them to do any wronp, what boui 
ire left to infatiable avarice and exorbitant third 
power 1 if monarchs may without the lead guilt viol 
tlieir tn^ties, break their vows, betray their fricii 
4uid facrifice their truth and honour tt pleafure to t( 
paiTions, or ttieir intered, what tnid, what confiden 
could foe fupported between neighbour potentates ! i 
without this, what confudon and didra6^ion mud 
neccfTity enfue 1 

On (fee other hand, If fubjeCb were univerfa 

Atheifts, and looked on tfaemf^ves as under no dir 

ili^atioD to pay aoy djuty or obedience to the iiipre 

mafidrai 
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magiftratc ; if they believed that, when they took their 
oaths of allegiance, they fworc by nothing, and invo- 
cated a power not in being ; that therefore thofe oatht 
oblige them no longer than they think it fafe, and for 
their intered, to break them $ ihould fuch principlea 
obtain, would not the thrones of princes be moft pre- 
carious? would not ambition, revenge, refentment, or 
intereft, continually excite fome or other to bepf^y or 
aifault the lives of their fovereigns > and why ihould 
they be blamed by the Atheift for doing it? why .are 
traitors, .alTaflins, haters of their princes, and enemies 
to their country, branded with the odious names of 
ruffians and villains, if they lie under no obligations to 
aft otherwife than they do ? 

Should confpirators, who afTailinate their lawful 
fovereign, have the good fortune to make their efcape, 
1 aik the Arheift, if he has in the lead an ill opinion of 
them for being engaged in fuch an execrable under* 
dking? If he fays he has not, then the point is gained, 
and an Atheift is what I have reprefented. If he fays 
be has, I next afk him, why } Let him tell me in what 
their guilt confifts ? Is it in the breach of any divine 
law > that cannot be, for he owns none. Is it the 
tranfgreflion of any human law ? tell me, what obliga* 
tion he is under to obey any human law, if no divine 
law enforces fuch obedience } does their guilt coniift in 
the breach of their duty to their prince and their oaths 
of allegiance } ftill the fame queftion recurs, what duty 
can a fubjeft owe to a prince whicii divine laws do not 
j^onAitute and determine ? and how can au o^xSo^^^ 'a^^R.- 
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giiince bind but by virtue of fome divine command, 

that obliges us not to violate our vows > 

By this it appears that an Atheift mud be the word 

of fubje^ls ; tl\at his principles fubvcrt the thrones of 

princQs*' and undermine the foundations of government 

and fociecy, on which the happinefs of mankind fo 

much depends; and tlierefore it is not poflibk to cod- 
* ceive Kow: there can be a greater di{lurl>er of the pubfic 
. ipeace, or a greater enemy to his prince and countrVt 

tiian a profeft Atheift, who propagates with .zeal his 

Hicftru£live opinions. 

I have proved, in the following poem, that no hypo- i 

thefiB hitherto invented in favour cf impiety has the ( 
leaft ftrength or folidity, no not the Icaft appearance «f 
truth to recommend ir. A man muft be deferred of f 
Heaven, and. inflexibly hardened, that cannot, or railier | 

Avill not, fee the unrcafonablencfs of irreligious princi- ' 
pies. I demand only a candid temper in the readert 
and a mind pleafed with truth, and iklivered from the 
prejudices of atWiftical converfation. 
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A 

StTMMART Account of the following Poem, 
and of what is comained in each Book. 

'T^HE dcfign of this work is to demonftrate the exifl- 
fcncc of a Divine Eternal iMind. 

The arguments ufed for this end are taken from the 
various marks of wifdom and artful contrivance, which 
are evident to obfervation in the fcveral parts of the ma* 
terial world, aud the faculties of the human foul. 

The firft book contains the proof of a Deity, fron» 
the inftances of deiign and choice, which occur in the 
ftru6^urc and qualities of the earth and fea. 

The fecond purfucs the proof of tlie fame propo(ition> 
There is k God» from the celeilial motions, and 
more fully from the appearances in the folar fyilera and 
tlie air. 

In the third, the obje£lions, which are brought by 
Atheiflical philofophers againfl tlie hypothecs eflablifhed 
in the two preceding books, are anfwercd. 

In the fourth, is laid down the hypothefis of the 
Atomids or Epicureans, and other irreligious philofo- 
phersy and confuted. 

In the fifth, the doftrine of the Fatalifts, or Ariftotc- 
liansy who make the world to be eternal, is confidered 
and fubverted. 

In the (ixth, the argument of the two firft books is 
refunied, and the exillence of God deinocv.(\i^x&^ ^\ovcv 
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the prudence and art difcovered in the federal parts of 
the body of man. 

In the feventh, the fame demonftration is carried on 
from the contemplation of the inAin^^s in brute animais, 
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man. 
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what has 
been treated of^ and a Hymn to the Creator of the 
•World. 
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BOOK 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The proportion. The invocation. The exigence of s 
God dcmonftratcd,froin the marks of wifdom, choice, 
and art, which appear in the vilible world, and infer 
an intelligent and free caufe. This evinced from the 
contemplation, I. of the earth, i. Its (ituation* 
z. The cohtfion of its parts, not to he folved by any 
hypothefis yet produced. 3. Its ftahility. 4. Tts 
ft'ni6hire, or the order of its parts. 5. Its motion 
diurnal and annual, or elfe the motion of the fun in 
both thoffr refpefts. Tlic caufe of thefc motions not 
yet accounted for hy any philofophcr. 6. Its outfide 
or face ; the beauties and conveniences of it ; its 
mountains, lakes, and rivers. 1 1. The exiAence of 
a God proved from the marks and imprei^ns of 
prudence and defign, which appear in the lea. i. In 
us formation, a. The proportion of ics pares in re- 
fpeft of the earthy. 3. Its fituatton. 4. The con- 
texture of hs parrs. 5. Its brackHh or briny equality; 
i. Its flux and reflux. 

*]^T O more of -courts, of triumphs, or of arms, 
^ ^ No more of valour's force, or beauty's charms t 
The themes of vulgar lays, with juft difdain, \ 

1 leave unfung, the flocks, the amorous fwai^n, \ 

7he pleafurcs of the land^ and terrors of the ixiaio. j 
D 4 How 
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How abje6t, how inglorious 'tis to lie 

Groveling in duft and darknefs, when on high 

Empires immenfe and rdlling worlds of light. 

To range their heavenly fcenes, the Mufc invite ! | 

I meditate to foar ai)Ove the (kics, it ' 

To heights unknown, through ways untry'd, to rife : 

I would th* Eternal from his works allert. 

And fing Uie wonders of creating art. 

While I this unexampled talk eflay, 

Pafs awful gulphs, and beat my painful way i 15 

Ccleftial Dove ! divine affiftancc bring, 

Suftain mc on thy ftrong extended wing, 

'I'hat I may reach th' Almighty's facred throne. 

And make his caufclefs power, the caufe of all thiogs» 

Thou doft the full extent of nature fee, Lknown. 

And the wide realms of vafl immenfity : 

Eternal Wifdoin thou doft comprehend^ 

Rife to her heights, and to her depths defcend ; 

The Father's fecrct counfels thou canft tell. 

Who in his bolbm didft for ever dwell ^ jj 

Thou on the deep's dark face, imnoortal Dovcf 

Thou with almighty energy didft move 

On the wild wwes, incumbent didft difplay 

Thy genial wings, and hatch primaeval day.. 

Ortler from theu, from thee diftin£lion canne, 3f 

And all the l)tauties of the wondrous frame : ■ 

Hence ftampt on nature we perfe6lion find^ .; 

Fair as th' idea in th' Eternal Mind. " ! 

See, through this vaft extended theatre 
Of Ikill divine what fiiining marks appear f 35 

Creating power is all around expreft, 
TJjc God JiTcovcr'd, and lus cut cotiit^ 
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Nature's Wgh birth her heavenly heauties (how; 
By every feature we the parent know. 
Th* expanded fpheres amazing to the fight, 46 

Magnificent with ftars and globes of light, 
The glorious orbs, which Heaven's bright hoft compofc, 
Th' imprifon'd fea, that reftlefs ebbs and flows, 
The fluduating fields of liquid air, 
With all the curious meteors hovering there, 45 

And the wi(je regions of the land, proclaim 
The Power Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame. 

What things foe*er are to an end referr'd. 
And in their motions ftill that end regard, 
Always the fitnefs of the means refpe6t, 50 

Thefe as conducive chufe, and thofe rcjc£V, 
Muft by a judgement foreign and unknown 
Be guided to their end, or l>y their own 5 
For to dcfign an end, and to purfue 
That end by means, and have it ftill in view, 55 

Demands a confcious, wife, reflefting caufe. 
Which freely moves, and afts by reafon's laws. 
That can deliberate, means ele6V, and find 
Their due connexion with the end defign'd. 
And (ioce the world's wide frame does not include tm 
A caufe with fuch capacities endued ; 
Some other caufe o*er nature muft preiide, 
Which gave her birth, and does her motions guide.. 
And here behold the caufe, which God we name, 
The fource of beings, and the mind fupremc j 65 

Whofc perfe£b wifdom, and whofe prudent care, 
Witlionc confederate voice unnumber'd worlds declare. 

See> 
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See, hovv the earth has gained that very place. 
Which of all others in the boundlefs fpacc 
Is moft convenient, and will beft conduce 7# 

To the wife ends recjuir'd for nature's ufe. 
You, who the mind and caufe fuprcmc deny. 
Nor on his aid to form the world rely. 
Mud grant, had perfcft wifdom been employ'd 
To find, through all th* interminable void, 75 

A feat moft proper, and which beft became 
The earth and fea, it muft have been the fame 

Now, who can this furprizing fac^ conceiFe, 
Who this event fortuitous believe, 
That the brute earth unguided fhould embrace 
The only ufeful, only proper place 
Of all the million^ in the empty fpacc ? 

Could ftupid atoms with impetuous fpeed 
By different roads and advei*fe ways proceed ; 
From regions oppofite begin their flight, 
That here they might rencounter, here unite j 
What charms could thefe terreftrial vagrants fee 
In this one point of all immeniity. 
That all th' enamour'd troops ftould thither Sow ? 
Did they its ufeful fituaiion know ? 
And, when the fquadrons with a fwift career 
Had reachM that point, why did they fettle there, 
When nothing check 'd their flight, but gulphs of airj 
Since Epicurus and his fcholars fay 



} 



there, >. 
hs of airs ^ 

Ranges tlie void, and knows not where to ftay ! 



That ttnobftru6led matter flies away, 0,5 > 
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If you, fagacious fons of art, pretend 
That by their nati\x force they did defccnd. 
And ceas*d to move, when they had gain'd their end 5 
That native force till you inlighten'd know, 100 

Can its myftcrious fpring difclofe, and Ihow 
How *tis exerted, how it does impel. 
Your uninftru6livc words no doubts difpel. 
We afk you, whence does motive vigour flow? 
You fay, the nature of the thing is (q. 1C5 

But how does this relieve th* enquirer's pain ? 
Or how the dark impulfive power explain ? 

The Atomifts, who Ikill mechanic teach, 
Who boad their clearer fight, and deeper reach, 
AHert their atoms took that happy feat, x 19 

Determined thither by their inbred weight j 
That downward through the fpacious void they ilrov^ 
To that one point, from all the parts above. 
GriM^ this pofition true, though up and down 
Are to a fpace not limited unknown; s 15 

But (ince they fay our earth from morn to room 
On its own axis is obliged to turn ; 
That fwift rotation muft difperfe in air 
All things, which .on 4ie rapid orh appear : 
And if no power chat motion fhould control^ 320 

It pHift disjoint and diifipate the whale. 
*Tis by experience uncontefted found. 
Bodies orbicular, when whirling round. 
Still ihake off all things on their furface plac'd. 
And to a dif^ancu from the centre cafV. 125 

If ponderous atoms are fo much in love 
With this one point, that all will tVdtViQ.t mo\^) 
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Give them the fituation they dcfire ; 

But let us then, j^e fages, next enquire. 

What caufe of their cohefion can you find ? ijo 

What props fupporr, what chains the fabrick bind ? 

W^hy do not beafts that move, or ftoncs that Kc 

Loofc on the field, through diftant regions fly ? 

Or why do fragments, from a mountain rent. 

Tend to the earth with fuch a fwift defccnt > 135 

Thofe who afcribe this one determined courfe 
Of ponderous things to gravitating force^ 
Refer us to a o^uality occult, 
To fcnfclcfs words, for which while they infult 
With juft contempt the famous Stagyrite, 140 

Their fchools fhould blefs the world with clearer light. 
Some, the round earth's cohefion to fecure. 
For that hard talk employ magnetic power. 
Remark, fay they, the globe; with wonder own 
Its nature, like the fam'd attra^live ftonc. 145 

This has its axis, fo th^ obfeiver tells. 
Meridians, poles, aK]uator, parallels. 
To the terreftrial poles by conftant fate 
Th' obfcquious poles tlicmfclvcs accommoebte. 
And, when of this pofition difpoffcft, 1^0 

They move, and ftrivc, nor ever will they reft, 
Till their lov'd fituation they regain, 
Where pleas'd they fettle, and unmovM reiliMa. 
And (hould you, fo experience does decide. 
Into fmall parts the wondrous flone divide, t^^ 

Ten thoufand of minurcft fizc exprefs 
The fame propcuiion^ which the large poifefik 

Henct 
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Hence all the globe (*tis faid) we may conclude 
, With this prevailing energy endued : 
That this attractive, tliis furprizing (lone 16^ 

Has no peculiar virtue of its own; 
Kothing but what is common to the whole, 
To fides, to axis, and to either po'e. 

The mighty magnet from the centre darts 
This ftrong, though fubtle force, through all tlie parts; 
Its a6live rays, ejaculated thence, , 
Irradiate aU the wide circumference. 
While every part is in proportion bled, 
And of its dye attraftive power pofleft ; 
While adverfe ways tl\c adverfe atoms draw 170 

With, the fame flrength, by nature's conllant law 
Balanc'd and hxt; they can no. longer n\ove ; 
Through gulphs immenfe no more upguided rove. 
If cords are puli'd two adverfe ways, we find 
The more >ye draw them, they tl^e filler hind. 175 

So when with ec^ual vigour Nature l\rains 
This way and that thefe fine mechaoic chains. 
They fi? the earth, they p^rp.to ji^pt unite, 
Prefervc their. ftru6l\i.re, and pre ve^ their flight. 
PreiTure, tjieyfay, apd weight, we mull difown, igo 
As things occult, by no ideas kno^vn;, 
■ And on the. earth's magnetic power depepd 
To fix its feat, its union to defend. 

Let us thisfam*d hypothefis furycy. 
And with attentive thought remarJc the way, 185 
How earth's attra£live parts their force difplay. 
The mafs, .'tis fiiid, from its wide bofpm pours 
Torrents of atc^^ ai^d eternal (hovi^x^ 
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Of fine magnetic darts, of matter made 
So fubrle, marble they with cafe pervade : igt 

•^Rcfin'd, and (next to incorporeal) thin, 
Norl)y Aufonian glafTes to be fccn. 
Thefe emanations take? their conftant flight L 

Swift from the earth, as from the fun the light 5 
To a determined diftance they afcend, 195 

■ And there infleft their courfe, and doUTiward tend. 

What can infuit unequal Rcafon more. 
Than this magnetic, this myfterious power ? 
That cords and chains, beyond conception fmall. 
Should gird and bind fo fa(l this mighty ball f 20t 

^That aftive rays fhould fpring from every part. 
And, though fo tubtle, fhould fucli force exttt ! 
That the light legions (hould lie fent abioad. 
Range all the air, and traverfe every road ! 
To ilated limits (hould excurfions make, 205 

Then backward of themfelves their journey take ; 
Should in their way to folid bodies cling. 
And home to earth the captive matter bring | 
Where all things on its furface fprcad are bound 
By their coercive vigour to the ground ! 
Can this be done without a Guide Divine ? 
Should we to this hypochefis incline } 
Say, does not here confpicuous Wifdom (hine ? 
Who can enough magnetic force admire ? 
Does ic not counfel and defign require ti5 

To give the earth this wondrous energy. 
In fuch a mcafure, fuch a juft degree. 
That it (hould dill perform its deftin'd talk. 
As ijarur^'i ends and vatlou% ufe* ^^l 
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For, (hou)d our globe have had a greater (hare t£0 
Of this ftrong force, by which the parts cohere, 
Things had been Iwund by fuch a powerful chain. 
That all would fix'd and motionlefs remain 1 
All men, like ftatues, on the earth would (land, 
^or would they move the foot, or ftretch the hand; 
Birds would not range the (kies, nor beads the woods» 
T>for could the 6(h divide the (liffenM floods. 
Again, had this (Irange energy been lefs, 
Defe6l had been as fatal as excefs. 
For want of cement (Irong enough to bind 139 

The ftru6lure faft, huge ribs of rock, disjoin'd 
Without an earthquake, from their bafe would (tart. 
And hills unhing'd from their deep roots depart. 
And, while our orb perform M its daily race. 
All beings, found upon its ample face, 235 

Would, by that motion di0ipated, fly 
Whirl'd from the globe, and fcatter through the (ky : 
They mud, ol>edient to mechanic laws, 
AiTemblc where the ftrongcr magnet draws ; 
Whether the Sun that ftrongcr magnet proves, 249 

Or elfe (bme planet's orb that nearer moves. 

Who can unfold the caufe that does recall 
Magnetic rays, and make them backward fall ? 
If thefe effluvia, which do upward tend, 
Becaufe lefs heavy than the air, afcend ; 245 

Why do they ever from their height retreat, 
And why return to feek their central feat ? 
From the fame caufe, ye fons of art, declare 
CaA they by turns dcfcend, and rife in ak \ 
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Prodigious 'tis, that one attraflivc ray 2 

Should this way bend, the next an ailverfc way • 
For, (hould th' unfeen magnetic jets dcfcend 
All the fame way, they could not gain their end ; 
They couW not draw and bind the fabrick fall 
Unlcfs alike they every part emhrac'd. 3 

How does Cartefius all his finews ftrain, 
ttow much he labours, and how much in vain, 
The earth's attra£^ive vigour to explain ! 
This bold contriver thus his thoughts conve\-s : 
Inceflant ftrcaras of thin magnetic ravs 2 

Gufti frojn their fountains, with impetuous force, 
In either pole, then take an adverfc courfc : 
"Thofe from the Southern pole the Northern fctk ; 
The Southern thofe that from tlic Northern break : 
In either pole thefe rays emitted meet 2 

Small pores provided, for their figures fit j 
Still to and fro they circulating pafs. 
Hold all the frame, and firmly bind the mafs. 
Thus he the parts of earth from flight retrains. 
And girds it faft by fine imagin'd chains. 2 

But oh ! how dark is human reafon found ! 
How vain the man, with wit and learning crown'd I 
How feeble all his (Irength, when he elTays 
To trace dark Nature, and deteft her ways t 
Unlefs he calls its Author to his aid, a- 

Who every fecret fpring of motion laid. 
Who over all his wondrous works prcfidcs. 
And to their ufcful ends their caufcs guides J 
Thefe patlu in vain are by enquirers trod; 
There 's no pldlol'ophy without a God. li 

1 Admir 
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Admir'd Carteiius, let the curious know, 
If your magnetic atoms always flow 
From pole to pole, what form'd their double fourcc, 
What fpur'd, what gave them their inflected courfe ? 
Tell, 'what could drill and perforate the poles, 2S5 

And to th* attraftive rays adapt their holes ? 
A race fo long what prompts them to purfuc ? 
Have the blind troops th' important end in view ? 
How are they fare they in the poles ihall meet 
Pores of a figure to their figure fit ? 290 

Are they with fuch fagacity endued 
To know, if this their journey be purfued, 
They (hall the earth's conftruflure clofely bind. 
And to the centre keep the parrs confin'd ? 

Let us review this whole magnetic fchemc, 295 

Till wifcr heads a wifer model frame. 
For its formation let fit atoms ftart, 
To one determin'd point, from every part. 
Encountering there from regions oppofite. 
They clafli, and interrupt each other's flight; 3C0 

And, rendezvoufing with an adverfe courfe. 
Produce an equal poife, by equal force : 
For while the parts by laws magnetic aft. 
And are at dnce attrafted and attraftj 
While match'd in ftrength they keep the doubtful fulJ, 
And neither overcome, and neither yield. 
To happy puipofe they their vigour fpeiid; 
For thefe contentions in the balance end, 
Which mUil in liquid air the globe fufpcnd. 

Bcfides materials which are brute and blind, 
Did not this work require a Knowing Mind, 3 10 

E \\V^ 
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Who for the tafk fhould fir detachments chufe 
From all the atoms, which their hoft diffufe 
Through the wide regions of the boundlefs fpacc, 
And for their rendezvous appoint the place ? 1 

Who (liould command, by his almighty nod 
Thefc chofcn troop?, unconfcious of the road 
And unacquainted with th' appointed end. 
Their marches to begin, and thither tend ; 
Direft them all to take the neareft way, ^ 

Whence noneof all th* unnumbcr'd millions flray* 
Make them advance with fuch an equal pace. 
From all the adverfe regions of the fpacc. 
That they at once (hould reach the deftin'd place ; 
Should mufier there, and round the centre fwarm 
And draw together in a globous form ? 

Grant, that by mutual oppofition made 
Of adverfe parts, their mutual flight is flaid • 
'^'hat thus the whole is in a balance laid j 
Does it not all mechanic heads confound, 3 

That troops of atoms, from all parts around. 
Of equal number, and of equal force. 
Should to this iingle point direft their courfe ; 
That fo the counter- preflure every way. 
Of e(iual vigour, might their motions ftay, 3** 

And, by a fteady poifc, the whole in quiet lay ? 

Befides, the ftructure of the earth regard : 
For firmnefs how is all its frame prepared ! 
With what amazing ikill is the vaft building rear'd f ' 
Metals and veins of folid flone are found 34 

The chief materials, which tlic globe compound. 

Se 
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, how the hills, which high in air afccnd, 

m pole to pole their lofty lines extend. 

'hcfc ftrong unfhaken mounds refill the fliocks 

fides and fcas tempeduous, while the rocks, 345 

t fecret in a long continued vein 

through the earth, the ponderous pile fuftain : 
fe mighty girders, which the fabrick bind, 
(c ribs robuft and vail, in order join'd ; 
fe fubterranean walls, difpc^s'd with art, 350 

I (Irength, and fuch liability impart, 
t florms above, and earthquakes under ground, 
k not the pillars, nor the work confound. 
ive to the earth a form orbicular, 
it be pois'd, and hung in ambient air; 355 

it the iituation to the fun 
I as is only fit; when this is done, 
)ofe it flill rcmain'd a lazy heap? 

I what we grant, you no advantage reap. 

e'ther mu(t the earth from reft difturb, * 360 

3II around the heavens the folar orb. 
what a dreadful face will nature wear ! 

honid will thefe lonefome feats appear 1 

ne'er would fee one kind refre(hing ray ; 
: would be ruin'd, but a ditFerent way, 365 

cmnM to light, and curs'd with endlefs dayj 
Id Icelandian dcfert one would grow ; 

like Sicilian .furnace?-, would glow. 
lac nature may this fatal error (hun, 
:, which will pleafe you bed, the earth or fun. 37a 
fay, from what great builder's magazines 

II engines fetch, what ilrong, what vaft. m?icVAt\t'^ 

E z ^^ 
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Will you employ to give this motion birth. 
And whirl fo fwiftly round the fun or earth ? 
Yet, learned heads, by what mechanic laws 
Will you of either orb this motion caufe > 
Why do they move ? why in a circle ? why 
With fuch a meafure of velocity ? 
Say, why the earth— if not the earth, the fun 
Docs through his winding road the Zodiack run 
Why do revolving orbs their tracks fublime 
So conftant keep, that (incc the birth of time 
They never vary'd their accuftom'd place. 
Nor loft a minute in fo long a race ? 
But hold ! perhaps I rudely prefs too far ; 
You are not vers'd in reafoning fo fevere. 
To a firft queftion your reply 's at hand ; 
Alk but a fecond, and you fpecchlcfs fland. 
You fwim at top, and on the furface drive. 
But to the depths of nature never dive : 
For if you did, inftrrufted you'd explore 
Divine contrivance, and a God adore. 
Yet fons of art one curious piece dcvife. 
From whofe conftrufture motion fhall arife. 
Machines, to all philofophers 'tis known, 
Move by a foreign impulfe, not their own. 
Then let Gallendus chufe what frame he pleafc", 
Bv which to turn the heavenly orbs with eafe j 
Thofc orbs muft reft, till by th* exerted force 
Of fomc firft mover tliey begin their courfe : 
Mecr difpof^tiort, mecr mechanic art. 
Can never motion to the globes impart i 
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d, if they could, the marks of wife defign 

that contrivance would confpicuous fhine. 

cfe queftions ftill recur: we ftill demand, 405 

lat moves them firft, and puts them off at hand ? 

lat makes them this one way their race diredV, 

lile they a thoufand other ways rejcd ? I 

ly do they never once their courfe infle6l ? -J 

ly do they roll with fuch an equal pace,. 41* 

d to a moment Hill perform their race ? 

ly earth or fun diurnal ftagcs keep? 

"piral tracks why through the zodiac creep? 

10 can account for this, unlefs they fay 

5fc orbs th' Eternal Mind's command obey, 4^5 " 

lO bad them move, did all their nr>otions guide, 

each its deftin'd province did divide ; 

lich to compkat, he gave them motive power. 

It fhall, as Jong as he does will, endure ? 

!^us we the frame of nature have exprcfl j 420 

^ view the earth in tiniflrd beauty dreft ; 

; various fccnes, which various charms difplay, 

ough all th* exrended theatre furvey. 

ce how fublime th' uplifted mountains rife, 

:1 with their pointed heads invade the ikies I 425 

.V the high cljtFs tbeir craggy arms extend, 

linguifh Rates, and fever'd realms defend ! 

iV ambient Ihores confine the reftlefs deep, 

i in their ancient bounds the billows keep I ' 

2 holh>w vales their fmili ng pride unfold ; 4^(j> 

lar 1'. • abundance do ihcir bofoms hold I 

;ard ibcir lov( ly vcniure, ravifli'd view 

: party-coloui\i flowers of various hue I 

E 3. Not 
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Not Eaftcrn monarchs, on their nuptial dav. 

In dazzling gold and purple Ihine fo gay 43? 

As the bright narivcb of th' unlabour'd field, 

Unverft in fpinning, and in loonris unfkili'd. 

See, how the ripening fruits the ganleiis crown, 

Imbibe the fun, and make his light their own ! 

Sec the fwcet brooks in lilvcr mazes creep, 440 

Kp.iich the mc-adows, and fupply the deep; 

WHiiio from their weeping urns the fountains flow, 

And vital moifture, where they pafs^ bcflow ! 

i^dmire the narrow ftream, and fpreadinc^ lake, 

The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake : 44; 

How do the forcfts an J the woods delight ! 

How the fw'jct glade, and openings cliarm the fight T 

Obferve the pleafant lawn and airy plain, 

I'he fertile furrows rich with various grain ; 

How ufcful all ! how all confpire to grace 450 

TW extended earth, and beautify her face ! 

Now, fee, with how much art the parts arc made; 
With how much wifdom are the ftrata laid. 
Of diflerent weight, and of a different kind. 
Of fundry forms, for fundry ends defign'd ! 4(5 

Here in their beds the fmilh'd minerals reft. 
There the rich wombs the feeds of gold digcft. 
Here in fit moulds, to Indian nations koown. 
Arc cafl the fevcral kinds of piecious ftonc ; 
The diamond here, by mighty monarchs worn, 460 
Fair as the ilar that beautifies the morn ; 
And, fplcndid by the fun's embody'd ray. 
The rubies there ihtir crimfon light difplay ; 

4 There 
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There marble's various coloured vcin& are fprcad j 

Here of bitumen un6luous ftores are bred. ' 465 

What fkill on ill its fiirface is bcftow'd, 

To make the earth for man a fit abode ! 

The upper moulds, with a6live fpirits flor*d, 

And rich in verdant progeny, afford 

The flowery pafture, and the Hiady wood, 470 

To men their phyfick, and to beafls their food. 

Proceed yet farther, and a profpe6l take 
Of the' fwift ftream, and of the ftanding lake. 
Kad not the deep l)een formed, thar might contain 
All the coUedled treafures of the main, 475 

The earth had flill o'erwhelm'd with water ftood, 
To man an uninhabitable flood. 
Yet had riot part as kindly (laid behind, 
la the wide cifterns of the lakes confin'd, 
Did not the fprings and rivers drench the land, 480 
Our globe would grow a wildernefs of fand j 
The plants and groves, the tame and favage l>eafl:. 
And man, their lord, would die with drought opprcd. 
N^w, as you fee, the fio'aiing element 
Part loofe in flreams, part in the ocean pent, 485 

So wifely is difpos'd, as may conduce 
To man's delight, or necellary ufe. 

See how the mountains in the midft divide 
The noblefl regions, tl^at from either fide 
The dreams, which to the hills their currents owe. 
May every way along the valley flow, 
And verdant wealth on all the foil bellow I ' 
So Atlas and the mountains of the moon, . 
From north to fouth, in lofty ridges rua 

E.4 , 'VV^o>i'^ 
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Through Afric realms, whence falling waters lave 495 

Th' inferior regions with a winding wave. 

They various rivers give to various foil, 

Niger to Guinea, and to ^gypt Nile. 

So from the towering Alps, on different fides, 

Diflblving fnows defcend in numerous tides, ^09 

Which in the vale beneath their parties join 

To form the Rhone, the Danube, and the Rhine. 

So Caucafus, afpiiing Taurus fo, 

And fam'd Imaus, ever white with fnow, 

Through eaflern climes their lofty lines extend, 505 

And this and that way a^iplc currents fend. 

A thoufand rivers make their crooked way, 

And difcml)Oguc their floods into the fea ; 

Whence fliould they ne'er by fecret roads retire. 

And to the hills, from whence they came, afpire; 510 

They by their conflant dreams would fo encreafe 

The watery ftores, and raifc (o high the feas, 

That the wide l\pllow would not long contain 

Th' unequal treafures of the fwelling main ; 

Scorning the mounds which now its tide withftand, 515 

The fea would pafs the ihores, and drown the land. 

Tell, by what paths, what fubtcrranean ways. 
Back to the fountain's head the fea conveys I 

The refluent rivers, and the land repays ? J 

Tell, what fuperior, what controling caufc 520 

Makes waters, in contempt of nature's laws, 
Climb up, and gr.in th' afpiring mountains height, 
Swift and forgetful of their native weight? 

What 
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What happy works, what engines under-ground^ 
What inftruments of curious art are found, 525 

Which muft with everlafting labour play, -| 

Back to their fprings the rivers to convey, > 

And keep their correfpondence with the fea ? J 

Perhaps you *ll fay, their ftreams the rivers owe 
In part to rain, in part to mehing fnow; 530 

And that th' attra6led watery vapours rife 
From lakes and feas, and fill the lower ikies : 
Thefe when condensM the airy region pours 
On the dry earth in rain, or gentle fhowers; 
Th' infinuating drops link through the fand, 53 e 

And pafs the porous drainers of the land ; 
Which freih fupplics of watery riches bring 
To every river's head, to each exhaufted fpring; 
The dreams are thus, their lofles to repair, 
Back to their fource tranfmitted through the air ; 540 
The waters flill their circling courfe maintain, 
Flow down in rivers, and return in rain j 
And on the foil with heat immoderate dry'd, 
To which the rain's pure treafures are deny'd. 
The mountains more fublime in aether rife, 545 

Transfix the clouds, and tower amidft the fkies j 
The fnowy fleeces, which their heads involve, 
Siill flay in part, and flill in part diflblvej 
Torrents and loud impetuous catara6ls 
Through roads abrupt, and rude unfafliion'd tra£ls, 550 
Roll down the lofty mountain's channel'd fides. 
And to the vale convey their foaming tides j 
At length, to make their various currents one. 
The congregated floods together run ; 
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Thcfe ccnfluent fircams make fomc great river's head, 
By llores ftill melting and defcencUng fed ; 
Thus from th' afpiring mountains of the moon 
Diflblving treafures rufh in torrents down. 
Which pafs the fun-burnt realms and fandv foil. 
And blefs th* Egyptian nation with their Nile ; c6i 
Then whofoe'cr his fecret rife would know, 
Muft climb the hills, and trace his head in fnow; 
And through the Rhine, the Danube, and the Rhone, 
All ample rivers of our milder zone, 
While they advarce along the fiats and plains, 565 

Spread by the fiiowers augmented, and the rains j 
Yet thefe their fource and firfl: beginning owe 
To flores, that from the Alpine mountains flow ; 
Hence, when the fnows in winter ccafe to weep. 
And undiflblv'd their flaky texture keep, 57f 

The banks with cafe their humble ftreams contain, 
Which fwell in funimer, and thofe banks diftlain. | 

Be this account allow'd, fay, do not here i 

Th' imprefiions of confummate art appear? 

In every fpacious realm a rifing ground, 57 j [ 

Obfervers tell, is in the middle found ; 
That all the ftrcams, which flow from cither fide. 
May through the valleys unobftru6led glide. 
What various kingdoms does the Danube lave. 
Before the Euxine fca receives its wave ! ^So 

How many nations of the fun-burnt foil 
Fam'd Niger blefs ! how many drink the Nile I 
Through what vaft regions near the rifing fun 
Docs Indus, Ganges, and Hydafpes, run ! 

Wliat 
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What happy empires, wide Euphrates, teem, 585 

And pregnant grow by thy prolific ftrcam ! 

How many fpacious countries does the Rhine, 

In winding banks, and mazes ferpentinc, 

Trarerfe, before he fplits in Belgians plain, 

And loft in fand creeps to the Germain main ! 590 

Floods which through Indian realms their courfe purfuc. 

That Mexico enrich, and walh Peru, 

With their unwearied ftreams yet farther pafs. 

Before they reach the fea, and end their race. 

And fince the rivers and the floods demand, 595 

For their defcent, a prone and fmking land. 

Does not this due declivity declare 

A wife Dire6tor*s providential care ? 

See, how the dreams advancing to the main 
Through crooked channels draw their cryftal train! 6t9 
Wliile lingering thus they in meanders glide, 
Tlicy fcattcr verdant life on either fide. 
The valleys fmile, and with their flowery face 
And wealthy births confefs the floods embrace. 
But this great blelling would in part.be loft, 605 

Nor would the meads their blooming plenty boaftj 
Did uncheck'd rivers draw their fluid train 
In lines direft, and rapid feek the main. 

The fea docs next demand our view j and there 
' No Icfs the marks of pcrfe£t Ikili appear. 619 

When firft the atoms to the congrefs came, 
And by their concourfe formed the mighty frame. 
What did the liquid to th' aflembly call, 
To give their aid to form the ponderous ball ? 
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Firft, tell us, why did any come? next, why 615 

In fuch a difproportion to the dry ? 

Why were the moifl: in number fo outdone, 

That to a choufand dry, they are but one ? 

When they united, and together clung, 

When undiftinguilh'd in one heap they hung, "»620 

How was the union broke, the Iftot unty*d. 

What did th' entangled elements divide ? 

Why did the moirt: disjoin'd,. without rcfpe£V 

To their lefs weight, the loweft feat eleft ? 

Could they difpenfc to lie below the land, 625 

With nature's law, and unrepeal'd command ; 

Which gives to lighter things the grcateft height, 

And feats inferior to fuperior weight ? 

Did they forefee, unlefs they lay fo low, 

The reftlefs flood the land would overflow, 630 

By which the deltig'd earth would ufelefs grow ? 

What, but' a confcious agent, could provide 

The fpacious hollow, where the waves refide ? 

Where, bar'd with rock, and fenc*d with hills, the deep 

Does in its womb the floating treafures keep ; 635 

And all the raging regiments reltrain 

In ftated limits, that the fwelling main 

May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride. 

And through the land licentious fprcad its tide ? 

What other caufe the frame could fo contrive, 640 

That, when tcmpcftuous winds the ocean drive. 

They cannot break the tve, nor difuniie 

Tlie waves, which roll conuefted in their flight ? 

Their 
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Their bands, though flack, no diffolution fear, 
Th* unfever'd parts the greateft prefTure bear, 645 
Though loofe, and fit to flow, they ftill cohere. 
This apt, this wife contexture of the fea, 
Makes it the fliips driven by the winds obey ; 
Whence hardy merchants fail frona fliore to fliore. 
Bring Indian fpices home, and Guinea's ore, 650 

When you with liquid ftores have fill'd the deep, 
What does the flood from putrefa6lion keep ? 
Should it lie fl:agnant in its ample feat, 
The fun would through it fpread deftruftive heat. 
The wife Contriver, on his end intent, 655 

Careful this fatal error to prevent, 
And keep the waters from corruption free, 
Mixt them with fait, and feafon*d all the fea. 
What other caufe could this efFeft produce ? . 
The brackifh tinfture through the main diffufe ? 660 
You, who to folar beams this talk affign. 
To icald the waves, and turn the tide to brine, 
Refle£V, that all the fluid (lores, which fleep 
In the remotefl: caverns of the deep. 
Have of the briny force a greater Ihare, 665 

Than thofe above, that meet the ambient air. 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! ere6t 
Mountains of fait, the ocean to infeft. 
Who, vers'd in nature, can defcribe the land, 
Or fix the place on which thofe mountains fland ? 67« 
Why have thofe rocks fo long unwafted flood. 
Since, lavifli of their flock, they through the flood. 
Have, ages pafl:, their melting cryftal fpred. 
And with their fpoils the liquid regions fed ? 
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Yet more, the wife Contriver did provide, . 675 "J 
To keep the fca from ftagnating the tide ; / 

Which now we fee advance, and now fublidc. ^ 

-. ij If you cxcUkIc tl\is great Dire<fling Mind, 

i\\\ Dechire what caufe of this eticcl you find. 

You who this globe round its own axis drive, 680 

[ j' From that rotation this event derive : 

f. i- You fay, the fea, which with unequal pace 

Attends the earth in this its rapid race, 
Does with its waves fall backward to the weft. 
And, thence repell'd, advances to the caft : ■6S5 

While this revolving motion does endure, 
The deep muft reel, and rulh from ftiore to (here : 
Thus to the fetting, and the ridng fun, 
Alternate tides in flated order run. 
Th* experiments you bring us, to explain ^90 

This notion, arc impertinent and vain. 
An orb or ball round its own axis whirl; 
Will not the motion to a diftance hurl 
''f[| • Whatever duft or fand you on it place. 

And drops of water from its convex face ? 69$ 

If this rotation does the feas aflre£l. 

The rapid mction rather would ejc6l 

The ftores the low capacious caves contain, 

And from its ample bafm call the main ; 

!, ij Aloft in air wou'k! make the ocean fiy, 700 

i'|l And dafli its fc.irrer'd waves againll the Iky. 

'.[!"! If you, to In-ve th' appearance, have recourfc 

VI' To the bright fun's, or moon's impulfivc force ; 

■ Do you, who call for dcmcnfuation, tell 

Jioiv d'jflanc orbs th' obecUcui ftood mw^d ? 705 
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This ftrong myftcrious influence explain. 

By which, to fvyell the waves, they prcfs the main. 

But if you chufe magnetic power, and fay 

Thofe bodies by attra£lion move the fea; 

Till with new light you make this fccret known, 710 

And tell us how *tis by attra6lion done, 

You leave the mind in darknefs ilill involv*d, 

Nor have you, like philofophers, refolv'd 

The doubts, which we to leafoning men refer. 

But with a cant of words abufe the ear. 7ie 

Thofe, who alfert the lunar orb prefldes 
O'er humid bodies, and the ocean guides : 
Whofc waves obfequious ebb, or fwelling run. 
With the declining or increafmg moon ; 
With reafon feem her empire to maintain, 720 

As miftrefs of the rivers and the main. 
Perhaps her aftive influences caufe 
Th' alternate flood, and give the billow laws; 
The waters feem her orders to obey, 
And ebb and flow, determin'd by her fway* 72^ 

Grant that the deep this foreign fovercign owns. 
That mov'd by her it this and that way runs. 
Say, by what force fhe makes the ocean fwell. 
Does (he attract the waters, or impel ? 
How does (he rule the rolling waves, and guide 730 
By fixt and conftant laws the refllefs tide ? 
Why does (he dart her force to that degree. 
As gives fo juft a motion to the fea. 
That it ihould flow no more, no more retire. 
Than nature's various ufeful ends require ? '^^s 
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A Mind Supreme you therefore muft approve, 
Whbfe high command caus'd matter firft to move: 
Who ftill preferves its courfe, and, with refpe^: 
To his wife ends, all motions does direct. 
Me to the filver moon this province gave, 
And£xt her empire o'er the briny wave 5 
Endued her with fuch juft degrees of power. 
As might his aims and wife defigns procure. 
Might agiute and work the troubled deep. 
And rolling waters from corruption keep, 
But not impel them o'er their boxinds of fand. 
Nor force the waftcful delug« o^er the land. 
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BOOK II. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

THE Introduftion. The numerous and important 
bleflings of religion. The cxiftcnce of a God dc- 
iDonftratcd, from the wifdom and defign which ap- 
pear in the motions of the heavenly ovbs ,• )>ut more 
particularly in the folar. fyftem. I. In the fituation 
of the fun, and its due'diftancc from the parth. The 
fatal confcquences of its having been placed other- 
wife than it is. II. In its diurnal motion,- whence 
the change of day and night proceeds : (Ik)q in its 
annual motion, whenqe arife the dUfereot degrees of 
heat and cold. The confinement of the fun between 
the tropicks, not to be accounted for by any philofo- 
phical hypothefis. The difficulties of the lanac, if 
the earth moves, and the fun reds. Tlie fpringof tiia 
fun's motion, not to be explained by any irreligious 
philofophy. The contemplation ot the folar light, 
and the ufcs made of it for the end propofed. The 
appearances in the fdlar fyftem not -to be folved, but 
by aflcrting a God. The fyftqms of Ptolomy, Co- 
peraicust Tycho .Brahe, and Kepler, conndered. 
The folar fyftem defcril)ed, and compared wiih the 
tixed (lars, which are fuppofed centres of the like 
fydems. Reieftipns on that comparHbn. The hv- 
F '\^\}wt^vi 
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Dothtfis of Epicurus, in relation to the motioi 
t K- fun. Wildom and <icfij;n difcovercd in the 
in its ufeful ftru6^ure, its elaflicity, its vaiirus 
tcors ; the wind, the rain, thunder, and li^htn 
A ihort contemplation of the vegetable kind.^ 

/^ AR U S, by hardy Epicurus taught, 

Fioni Greece to Rome his impious fyftcm brou 
Then war v ith Heaven he did infulrir.p waec. 
And breath 'd againft the Gods immortal rage r 
Sec, he exclaims, the fource of all our woe ! 
Our fears and lufTcrings from Religion flow. 

We grant, a train of niifchicfs oft' proceeds 
From fuperftitious rites and penal creeds j 
But view Religion in her native charms, 
Difpcrfmg blclfrngs with indulgent arms. 
From her fair eyes what heavenly rays arc fprcad I 
What blooming joys fmile round her blifsful head! 

OrTspring divine I by thee we blefs tlic Caufe 
Wlio form\l the world, and rules it by his laws • 
His independent being we adore, 
Extoll his goodncls, and revere his power ; 
Our wondering eyes his high perfections view 
The lofty contemplation we purfuc. 
Till raviflj'd we the great idea find, 
Shining in hrii^ht imprclHons on our mind. 

InfplrM by thee, gueft of celeftial race. 
With generous love, wc human-kind embrace • 
We provocations unprovok'd receive, 
PaiierfC of wrong, and taiy to forgive; 

Pra» 
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Protect tM orphan, plead the widow's caufc, 25 

Nor deviate from the line unerring juftice draws. 

Thy luftre, blcft effulgence, can difpell 
The clouds of error, and the gloom of hell ; 
Can 10 the foul impart ethcrial light, 
Give life divine and intclleftual fight : 30 

Before our ravi(h*d eyes thy beams difplay 
The opening fcenes of blifs, and endlefs day j 
By which incited, we with ardour rife, 
Scorn this inferior ball, and claim tiie Ikies. 

Tyrants to thee a change of nature owe, 3 5 

I>ifmifs their tortures, and. indulgent grow. 
Ambitious conquerors in their mad career. 
Checked by thy voice, lay down the fword and fpear. 

The boldeft champions of impiety. 

Scornful of Heaven, fubduetl or won by thee, 

Sefore thy hallow'd altars bend the knee; 

X'OO^e wits, made wife, a public good become, 

7he fons of pride an humble mien allumc} 

The profligate in morals grow fevere, 

Oefrauders juft, and fycophants iincerc. 45 

With amorous language and bewitching fmiles, 

Attra£live airs, and all the lover's wiles, 

^he fair .Egyptian Jacob's fon caref^'d, 

fe[ung on his neck, and languifh'd on his bread; 

Courted with freedom now tlie beauteous (lave, 59 

Mow flattering fued, and threatening now did rave : 

Iduc not the various eloquence of love, 

^or power enrag'd, could his. tix'd virtue move. 

Ift<ee» aw*d by Heaven, the blooming Hebr<:Mi ^vt^ 

Her anful tongue, and more perluafwc e^e% •, "SS 
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L And, fpringing from her difappointcd arms, 

. ■ ! Prefers a dungeon to forbidden charms. 

\'\ Stedfaft in virtue's and his country's caufe, 

.;3|'| Th* illuftrious founder of the Je\vi(h laws, 

,*)! Who, taught by Heaven, at genuine grcatncfs aira'i 

V^j' With worthy pride imperial blood difclaimM ; 

. I' Th* alluring hopes of Pharoah's throne refign'd, 

■I And the vain pleafurcs of a court declined, 

' ' Pleas'd with obfcurc recefs, to cafe the pains 

; Of Jacob's race, and break their fcrvilc chains ; i 

; t Such generous minds are form'd, where hlell Religic 

'-,]'. Ye friends of Epicurus, look around, [rcigr 

j!_ All nature view with marks of prudence crownM. 

jl| Mind the wife ends, which proper means promote; 

f'l See how the dift'crent parts for different ufe are wrou 

Contemplate all this conduft and defign, 
Then own, and praifc, th* Artificer Divine* 

Regard the orbs fublimc in a*ther borne, 
Which the blue regions of the ikies adorn ; 
Compared with whofe extent, this low-hung ball. 
Shrunk to a point, is dcfpicably fmall : 
Their nurhber, counting thofe th* unaided eye 
Can fee, or by invented tubes dcfcry, 
With thofe which in tlie adverfe hemifphere. 
Or near each pole to lands remote appear. 
The wided ftretch of human thought exceeds. 
And in th' attentive mind imaiement breeds : 
While thefc fo numerous, and fb vail of (ize. 
In various ways roll through the tracklefs ikies $ 
Through crofllng roads perplcxt and intricate, 
Fciform tlicir flagcs, and iVvtu \o>3iwd^i rc^at ; 
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None by coUifion from their courfc arc driven, 

No (hocks, no confli6ls, break the peace of heaven j 

No fhatter'cl globes, no glowing fragments fall, 

No worlds o'erturn'd cruih diis terreftrial ball j 90 

In beauteous order all the orbs advance, 

And, in their mazy complicated dance. 

Not in one part of all the pathlefs fky 

Did any ever halt, •r (lep awr\'. 

When twice ten thoufand men deprivM of fight 9 5 
To fome wide vale dircft their footfteps riglit j 
Shall there a various hgur*d dance etlay, 
Move by jiift fteps, and meafur'd time obey; 
Shall crofs each other with unerring feet, 
Never miftake their place, and never meet; 100 

Nor fhall in many years the lead decline 
From the fame ground, and the fame winding line : 
Then may in various roads the orbs above, 
W'^ithout a guide, ii;i perfe£l: concord move j 
Then beauty, order, and harmonious laws, 105 

May not require a wife Dircfting Caufe. 

See, how th' indulgent father of the ilay 
At fuch due diflance does his beams difplay, 
That he his heat may give to fca and land. 
Id juft degrees, as all their wants demand! no 

But had he, in th' unmeafurable fpacc 
Of zther, chofcn a remoter place; 
For inftance, pleas'd with that fuperior feat 
Where Saturn, or where Jove, their courfc repeat; 
Or had he happen'd farther yet to .ie 115 

in the more JiAaot c^uaiters of the iky ; 

F 3 Wo^w 
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How fad, how wild, how exquifite a fccnc 
Of defolatlon, had this planet been ! 
A wafteful, cold, untrodden wildernefs, 
The gloomy haunts of hon-or and diftrefs : 
Inftead of woods, which crown the mountain's 
And the gay honours of the verdant mead ; 
Inftead of golden fruits, the garden's pride. 
By genial fhowers and folar heat flpply'd j 
Icelandian cold, and Hyperborean fnows. 
Eternal froft, with ice that never flows, 
Unfufferahlc winter, had defaced 
Earth's blooming charms, and made a barren vf 
No mild indulgent gales would gently bear, 
On their foft wings, fweet vapours through the 
The balmy fpoils of plants, and fragrant flowe, 
Of aromatic groves, and myrtle bowers, 
Whofe odoriferous exhalations fan 
The flame of life, and recreate beaft and man ; 
But ftorms, ev*n worfe than vex Norwegian wa 
That breed in Scythia's hills, or Lapland caveS; 
Would through this bleak terreftrial defart blo\ 
Glaze it with ice, or whelm it o'er with fnow. 

Or had the fun, by like unhappy fate. 
Elected to the earih a nearer feat, 
His beams had cleft the hill, the valley dry'd, 
Exhal'd the lake, and drain'd the briny tide: 
A heat, fuperior far to that which broils 
Borneo, or Sumatra, Indian ides ; 
Than that which ripens Guinea's golden ore. 
Or burns the Libyan hind, or tans the Moor ; 



CREATION. Book II. 71 

Had laid all nature wa(le» and turn'd the land 

To hiUs of cinders, and to vales of fand : 

No beads could then have rang'd the leaflefs wood» 

Nor finny nations cut the boiling flood ; 150 

Birds had not beat the airy road, the fwains 

No flocks had tended on the rufTct plains. 

Thus, had tlie fun*s bright orb been more remotci 

Tiie cold had kill'd ; and, if more near, the drought. 

Next fee, Lucretian fages, fee the fun 155 

His courfe diurnal and his annual run. 
How in his glorious race he moves alopg, 
Gay as a bridegroom,- as a giant flrong. 
How his unvary'd labour he repeats, 
Returns at morning, and at eve retreats ; x6o 

And, by the diflribution of his light. 
Now gives to man the day, and now the night; 
Night, when the drowfy fwain and traveller ceafc 
Their daily toil, and footh their limbs with eafe ; 
When all the weary fons of woe re(\rain 
Their yielding cares with flumber's filken chain. 
Solace fad grief, and lull reluctant pain. 

And while the fun, ne'er covetous of reft. 
Flies with fuch rapid fpeed from cafl to wcl^, 
In tracks oblique he through the zodiac rolls, 170 

Between the northern and the fouthcrn poles : 
From which revolving progrefs through the Ikies, 
The needful feafons of the year arife. 
And as he now advances, now retreats. 
Whence winter colds proceed, and fummer heats, 175 
He qualifies and cheers the air by t\r. us. 
Which winter freezes, and which fummer burns. 

F 4 '^'^'^^'^ 
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Thus his kind rays the two extremes reduce. 

And keep a temper fit fof nature's ufe. 

The froft amd drought, by this alternate power, x8o 

The earth's proUfic energy reftore. 

The lives of man and beaft demand the change ; 

Hence fowls tlie air, and filh the ocean, range. 

Of heat and cold this juft fucceflive reign, 

Which does the^ balance of the year maintain, 185 

The gardener's hope and farmer's patience props. 

Gives vernal verdure, and autumnal crops. 

Should but the fun his duty once forget, 
Noi from the north, nor from the fouth, retreat j 
Shotiul not the beams revive, and footh the foil, 190 
Mt'ilow ihe furrow for ihe ploughman's toil; 
A teeming vigour ftiould they not diffufe, 
Fei mcnt the glebe, and genial fpirits loofe, 
Wliicli lay imprifon'd in the fiiffen'd ground, 
Congcard witii cold, in frofty fetters bound ; 195 

Uiifiuirful £arth her wretched fate would mourn, 
Ko ;;ra{"s would cloath the plains, no fruit the trees adorn. 

Buc <i':d liie lingering orb much longer ftay. 
Unmindful of his courfe, and crooked way; 
Ti'-' tarth, of dews defrauded, would deteft 2o» 

TUc fatal favour of th' effulgent gueft ; 
To <.!i'iar,t worlds in^.ploie him to repair, 
And fre-j fi om noxloas beams the fultry aJrj 
His ravs, proclucrive now of vvcalth and joy, 
Would then the pafture and the hills annoy, 205 

And wi'.h too great indulgence would dcflroy : 
l.\ >.V.n j'i»- laI;ouring hind would tiH the land, 
T:;::: 14- ihw glebe, and fow his iced in fand : 

The 
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The meads would crack, in want of binding dews, 

The channels Would th* exhaling river lofe : 216 

While in their haunts wild beafb expiring lie. 

The panting herds would on the paflure die. 

But now the fun at neither tropick flays 

A longer time than his alternate rays 

In fuch proportion heat and luftrcJ give, 215 

As do not ruin nature, but revive. 

When the bright orb, to folace Southern feats. 
Inverts his courfe, and from the North retreats j 
As he advances, his indulgent beam 
Makes the glad canh with frelh conceptions teemi 220 
Rcftores their leafy honours to the woods, 
Flowers to the banks, and freedotn to the floods j 
Unbinds the turf, exhilarates the plain, 
Brings back his lalx)ur, and recruits the fwain ; 
Through all the foil a genial ferment fpreads, 225 

Regenerates the plants, and new adorns the liieads, 
The birds on branches pcrch'd, or on the wirig, 
At nature's verdant reftoration fmg, 
And with melodious lay falute the fpring. 

The heats of fummcr benefits produce 230 

Of equal number, and of equal ufe : 
The fprouting birth's, and beauteous vernal bloom. 
By warmer rays to ripe pcrfe£liori come ; 
Th* auftere and ponderous juices they fublime, *> 

iklak* them afcend the porous foil, and clllnb 235 f 
The orange-tree, the citron, and the lihte j ^ 

Which, df iirik in plenty by the thirfty roor, 
Break forth in painted flowers, and golden fruit : 
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They explicate the leaves, and ripen food 

For the filk -labourers of the mulberry wood ; 140 

And the fwcct liquor on the cane beflow. 

From which prepared the lufcious fugars flow 5 

With generous juice enrich the fprcading vine. 

And in the grape digeft the fprightly wine. 

The fragrant trees, which grow by Indian floods, 245 

And in Arabia's aromatic woods, 

Owe all tlieir fpices to the fummer's heat. 

Their gummy tears, and odoriferous fweat. 

Kow the bright fun compa£ls the precious flone, 

Impaning radiant luAre, like his own : :^o 

He tinfturcs rubies with their rofy hue. 

And on the fapphire fprcads a heavenly blue ; 

For the proud monarch's dazzling crown prepares 

Rich orient pearl, and adamantine Aars. 

Next autumn, when the fun's withdrawing ray 155 
The night enlarges, and contra£ls the day. 
To crown his labour, to the farmer yields 
The yellow treafurcs of his fruitful fields ; 
Ripens the harvtft for the crooked fteel 
(While bending fValks the rural weapon feel) ; 160 
The fragrant fruit for the nice palate fits. 
And to the prcfs the fwclllng grape fubmits. 

At length, forfakcn by the folar rays, ^ 

See, drooping Nature fickens and decays; i 

\Vl\ilc Winter all his fnowy fiores> difplays, i(c J 

In hoary triumph unmoleftcd reigns 
0*er b^rien hills, and bleak untrodden plains ; 
Harden^ the glebe, the fliady grove deforms, 
Fetters the floods, and fhakcs the air wiih ilorms. 

Now 
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Now aSive fpirits arc rcftrain'd with cold, 270 

And prifons, cramped with ice, the genial captiv es hold. 

The meads their flowery pride no longer wear. 

And trees extend their naked arms in air; 

The frozen furrow, and the fallow field. 

Nor to the fpade, nor to the harrow, yield. 275 

Yet in their turn the fnows and frofts produce 
Various effefls, and of important ufe. 
Th' intemperate heats of fummer are control'd 
By winter's rigour, and inclement cold, 
Which checks contagious fpawn, and noxious fleams. 
The fatal offspring of immoderate beams ; 
Th* cxhaufted air with vital nitre fills, 
Infe^on (lops, and deaths in embryo kills ; 
Conftrains the glebe, keeps back the hurtful weed, 
And fits the furrow for the vernal feed. 285 

The fpirits now, as faid, imprifon'd flay. 
Which elfc, by warmer fun-beams drawn away. 
Would roam in air, and diflipated dray. 
Thus are the winter frofts to nature kind, 
Frods, which reduce exceffive heats, and bind 2^0 

Prolific ferments in refiftlefs chains. 
Whence parent earth her fruitfulnefs maintains. 
To compafs all thefe happy ends, the fun 
In winding tra£^s does through the zodiac run. 

You, who fo much are vcrb'd in caufc«, tell, 295 
Wliai from the tropicks can the fun repel ? 
What vigorous arm, what repercuflivc blow, 
Bandies the mighty globe flill to and fro, 
Yet with fuch condu£l, fuch unerring art. 
He never did the tracklefs road dcfeix ^ -^.^^ 

1 ^\xn 
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Why does he never in his fpiral race 

The tropicks or the polar circles pafs ? 

What gulphs, what mounds, what tcrrours, can con 

The rufhina; orb, and make him l>ackward roll ? 

Why (hould he halt at cither ftation ? why 

Not forward run in unobflruftive iky ? 

Can he not pafs an aihronomic line ? 

Or does he dread th' imaginary fign ; 

That he fhould ne*er advance to cither pole. 

Nor farther yet in liquid aether roll, 

Till he has gainM fome unfrequented place. 

Loft to the world in vaft unmcafur'd fpace ? 
If to the old you the new fchools prefer. 

And to the fam'd Copernicus adhere ; 

}f you cftecm that fuppofition heft, 

Which moves the earth, and leaves the fun at rcftj 

With a new veil your ignorance you hide, 

Still is the knot as hard to l)«,|uity'd ; 

You change your fcheme, but the old doubts rcroa 

And ftill you leave th' enquiring mind in pwdn. 

This problem, as philofophers, rcfolve : 
What makes the globe from Weft to Eaft revolve 
What is the ftrong impulfivc caufe declare, 
Which rolls the ponderous orb fo fwift in air ? 
To your vain anfwer will you have recourfe, 
Ar.d tell us Wi ingcnitc, aflive force. 
Mobility, or native power to move, 
Wouls which mean nothing, and cm nothing pro 
That uioving power, that force innate explain. 
Or your grave anfvVcrs arc abfurd and Tain : 
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We no folution of our queftion find j 
Your words bewilder, not dire6l the mind. 

If you, this rapid motion to procure, 
For the hard talk employ magnetic power. 
Whether that power you at the centre place, 33^ 

Or in the middle regions of the mafs, 
Or elfe, as forae philofophers aflcrt, 
You give an equal (hare to every part, 
Have you by this the caufe of motion ihown ? 
After explaining, is it not unknown ? 34a 

Since you pretend, by reafon's ftrifteft laws. 
Of an effeft to manifeft the caufe ; 
Nature, of wonders fo immenfe a field, 
Can none more ftrange, none more myfterious yield. 
None that eludes fagacious reafon more 345 

Than this obfcure, inexplicable power. 
Since you the fpring of motion cannot ihow, 
Be jufV, and faultlefs ignorance allow,* 
Say, *tis obedience to th' Almighty nod, 
That 'tis the will, the power, the hand of God. 3C0 

Philofophers of (preading fame are found. 
Who by th* attrft6^ion of the orbs around 
Would move the earth, and make its courfc obey 
The fun's and moon's inoyitable fway. 
Some from the preflfure «nd impelling force 355 

Of heavenly bodies would derive its courfc ; 
Wbilft in (tit dark and difficult ^ifpute 
All are by turns confuted, and confute ; 
Each can fubvert ch' opponent's foheme, but none 
Has ilrengih of reafon to fupport his avnu ^v» 
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' : The mind employ'd in fearch of fccrec things, 

{i ; To Bnd out motion's caufe and hidden fpringSf 

Through all th* etherial regions mounts on high. 
Views all the fpheres, and ranges all the iky ; 
}■ ! Searches the orbs, and penetrates the air 

; i^ With unfucccfsful toil, and fruitlefs care ; 

I . Till, ftopp'd by awful heights, and gulphs immes 

I" ; Of Wifdtim, and of vaft Omnipotence, 

I ^ She trembling (lands, and does in wonder gaze, 

'j Loft in the wide inextricable maze. 

|\j See, how the fun docs on the middle (hine, 

And round the globe dercril)e th' squator line ; 
By which wife means he can the whole furvcy 
pij , With a dirccl:, or with a flanting ray, 

[i| . In the fucceHion of a night and day. 3 

! j ■ Had the North pole been fixt beneath the fun, 

I I To Southern realms the day had been unknown: 

j If the South pole had gain'd that nearer feat, 

{ I The Northern climes l>ad met as hard a fate. 

i j And fmce the-fpace, that lies on either fide 

I ! The folar orb, is without limits wide ; 

Grant that the fun had happen'd to prefer 
! A feat afcant but one diameter, 

I Loft to the light by tliat unhappy place 

This globe had Iain a frozen, lonefome mafs. 
Behold the light emitted from tlie fun, 
: i What more familiar, and what more unknown ! 

! i While by its fpreadbg radianpe it reveals 

! '. All nature's face, it ftill itfelf conceals. 

See how each mom it does its beams difplay. 
And on its golden wings bring back the day ! 
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How foon th' effulgent emanations fty 
Through the blue gulph of interpofing Iky ! 
How foon their luftrc all the region fills, 
Smiles on the valUes, and adorns the hills ! 395 

Millions of miles, fo rapid is their race. 
To cheer the earth, they in few moments pafs. 
Amazing progrefs ! At its utmi>ft ftretch, 
What human mind can this fwift motion reach ? 
But if, to fave fo quick a flight, you fay 400 

The ever-rolling orb's impulfive ray 
On the next threads and filaments does bear 
Which form the fpringy texture of the air. 
That thofe ftill ftrike the next, till to the fight 
The quick vibration propagates the light j 405 

•Tis ftill as hard, if we this fcheme believe, 
The caufe of light's fwift progrefs to conceive. 

With thought from prepoflTeflion free, refle£l: 
On folar rays, as they the fight rcfpeft. 
The beams of light had been in vain difplay'd, 410 
Had not the eye been fit for vifion made : 
In vain the Author had the eye prepar'd 
With fo much Ikill, had not the light appeared. 

The old and new aftronomers in vain 
Attempt the heavenly motions to explain. 415 

Firft Ptolomy his fcheme celeftial wrought. 
And of machines a wild provifion brought : 
Orbs centric and eccentric he prepares. 
Cycles and epicycles, folid fpheres. 
In order plac'd, and with bright globes inlaid, 420 
To (blve the tours byheayenly bodies n\^d^. 
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But fo perplexty fo intricate a frame. 
The latter ages with derifion name. 
The comets, which at feafons downward tend. 
Then with their flaming equipage afcend 5 
Venus, which in the purlieus of the fun 
Does now above him, now beneath him, run ; 
The ancient ftru£bire of the heavens fubvcrt, 
RcarM with vaft labour, but with little art. 

•Copernicus, who rightly did condemn 
This eldeft fyftem, form'd a wifer fcheme ; 
In which he leaves the fun at reft, and rolls 
The orb terreftrial on its proper poles ; 
Which makes the night and day by this career. 
And by its flow and crooked courfc the year. 
The famous Dane, who oft* the modern guide;, 
To earth and fun their provinces divides : 
The earth's rotation makes the night and day s 
The fun revolving through th' ecliptic way 
fiffcfts the various feafons of the year. 
Which in their turn for happy ends appear. 
This fcheme or that, which pleafes bed, embrace. 
Still we the Fountain of their motion trace. 

Kepler aflcrts thefe wonders may be done 
By the magnetic virtue of the fun. 
Which he, to gain his end, thinks fit to place 
Full in the centre of that mighty fpace. 
Which does the fpheres, where planets roll, includ 
And leaves him with attra£live force endued. 
The fun, thus fcated, by mechanic laws. 
The earth and every diflant planet draws.} 
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By which accra(Slion all the planets, found 
Within his reach, are turn'd in aether round. 

]f all thefe rolling orbs the fun obcy^ 
Who holds his empire by magnetic fway ; 455 

Since all are guided with an equal force, 
"Why are they fo unequal in their courle ? 
Saturn in thirty years his ring compleats, 
Which fwifrcr Jupiter in twelve repeats. 
Alars three and twenty months revolving f^xndc ; 460 
The Earth in twelve her annual journey ends. 
Venus, thy race in twice four months is r^in; 
For his, Mcrcurius tlirce demands ; the Moon 
Pier revolution tinilhes in one. 
If all at Qnce are mov'd, and by one fprtng ; 465 

Why fo unec^ual is their annual ring ? 

If fome, you fay, prcft with a ponderous load 
Of gravity, move (lower in their road, 
Becaufe, with weight encumbered and oppreft, 
Thefe (luggilh orbs th' attractive fun refifl ; 470 

Till you xan weight and gravity explain, 
Thofe words are infignificant and vain* 
If planetary orbs the Sun obey, 
W^hy (hould the Moon difown his fovereign fway ? 
Why in a whirHng eddy of her own 47 5 

Around the globe tcrrcftrial ihould fl)e run ? 
This difobedience of the Moon will piove 
The Sun's bright oib does not the planet move. 

I'hilofophcrs may fpare their toilj in vain 
They form new fchemcs, and rack their thoughtful 
brain, 480 

The caufe of heavenly motions to explain : 
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After their various unfuccefsful ways. 

Their fruitlefs labour, and inept eiTays* 

No caufc of thofe appearances they Ml find. 

But Power exerted by th' Eternal Mind $ 

Which through their roads the orbs celedial drive 

And this or that determinM motion gives. 

The Mind Supreme does all his worlds control. 

Which by his order this and that way roll; 

From him they take i delegated force. 

And by his high command maintain their courfe; 

By laws decreed ere fleeting time begun. 

In their fixt limits they their ftages run. 

But if the Earth, and each erratic world. 
Around their Sun their proj-Jer centre whirl'd, 
Compofc but one extended vaft machine. 
And from one Ipring their motions all begin j 
Does not fo wide, fo intricate a frame. 
Yet fo harmonious, fovereign art proclaim ? 
Ts it a proof of judgment to invent 
A work of fphercs involv'd, which reprefcnt 
The Gtuation of the orbs above, 
Their fize and number (hew, and how they move? 
And" does not in the orbs thcmfclves appear 
A great contrivance, and defign as clear ? 

This wide machine the*, univcrfc regard. 
With how much (kill is each apartment rcar'd! 
Tlic Sun, a g]ol)e of fire, a flowing mafs. 
Hotter than meltitig flint, or fluid glafs. 
Of this our f\ (Icm holds the middle place. f 5 

Mercurius, ncareft to the central Sun, 
Does in an oval orbit circling run j 
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But rarely is the object of our fight 
Id folar glory funk, and more prevailing light, 
' Venus the next, whofe lovely beams adorn 5^5 •> 

As well the dewy eve, as opening morn, K 

Does her fair orb in l)eautcous order turn. J 

The Globe Tcrreftrial next, wrth (lanting poles, 
And all its ponderous load, unwearied rolls. 
Then we behold bright planetary Jove 520 

Sublime in air through his wide province move ; 
Four fecond planets his dominion own, 
And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moon. 
Saturn, rc\olving in the highefl fphere. 
With lingering labour finilhes his year. 525 

Yet is thijf mighty fyftem, which contains 
So many worlds, fuch vad etherial plains, 
But one of tlHOM.f^ods, which compofe the whole. 
Perhaps as glorious, and of worlds as full. 
The (lars, which grace the high ex pan (ion, bright 530 
'By their own beams, and unprecarious light, 
Though fome near neighbours feem, and fome difplay 
Uiiited luftrc in the milky way. 
At a vaft diftance from each other lie. 
Severed by fpacious voids of lif^uid iky. 535 

AH thefe illuftrious worlds, and many more. 
Which by the^tube aftionomcrs expl9xe{ 
And millions which the glafs can ne'er defcry, 
J^oft in the wilds of vaft immenluy; 
Arc funs, arc centres, whofc fupciior fway 549 

Planets of various magnitude obey. 

If we v/ith one clear comprchcnlive fight 
Saw all thele fyftems, all thele orb« of l\^V\\ \ 

Gz ^"t 
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If we their order and dependence knew, 
Had all their motions and their ends in view. 
With all the comets which in aether ftray. 
Yet conftant to their time, and to their \vav; 
Which planets feem, though rarely they appear, 
.' RareU* approach the radiant fun fo near, 

That his fair beams their atmofphere pervade, 
j 'Wlience tlieir bright hiir and ilaming trains are 

j Would not this view convincing marks impart 

i Of perfcft prudence and ftupendous art > 

The maflers form'd in Newton's famous fchoo 
Who does the thief in inodem fcien^e rule, 
j Erc6t :hcir fchomes by mathematic laws. 

And folve appearances with jufl applaufe : 
Thcfe, who have Nature's ftcps with care purfuc 
That matter is with i6bivc force endued, * 
That all its parts magnetic power exert. 
And to each other gravitate, aTTert. 
While by this power they on each other a£l. 
They are a: once attra6^ed, and attraCL 
Lcfs bulky matter therefore mud obey 
More bulky matter's more engaging fway ; 
By this the fabrick they together hold. 
By this the courfc of heavenly orbs unfold. 
Yet thefc fagacious fons of fciencc own 
Attraftive virtue is a thing unknown. 
Tliis wondrous power, they piouily allert, 
Th' Almighty Author did at firft impaa 
To matter in dctrrees, that might produce 
The moiions he defignM tor Nature's ufc. 
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But, left we fhouUl not here due reverence pay 
To learned Epicurus, fee the way 575 

By which this reafoner, of fuch high renown. 
Moves through th' ecliptic road the rolling fun. 
Opprcft with thirft and heat, to advcrfe feats. 
By turns, fays he, the panting fun retreats 
To flake his drought, his vigour to repair $%• 

In fnowy climes, and frozen fields of air; ' .^ 

Where the bright glutton revels without reft 
On his cool banquet, and aerial feaft ; 
Still to and fro he does his light convey "^ 

Through the fame track,, the fame unalter'd way, 585 ^ . 
Oil luxury intent, and eager of his prey. J 

But if the fun is back and forward roU'd, 
To treat his thirfty orb \yith polar cold. 
Say, is it not, good Epicurus, ftrange 
He (hould not once bevond the tropic range, 590 

Where he, to quench his drought, fo much inclin'd. 
May fnowy fields, and nitrous padures find. 
Meet ftores of cold fo greedily purfu'd, 
And be refrefh'd with never-wafting food ? 

Sometimes this wondrous man is ple'as'd to fay, ^91; 
This way and that ftrong blafts the fun convey .- 
A northern wind his orb with vigour drives. 
Till at the fouthern tropic it arrives ; 
Then, wanting breath, And with his toil oppreft. 
He drops his wings, and leaves the air at reft ; 6co 

Frefh gufts, now fpringing from the fouthern pole, 
Aflault him there, and make him backvvard roll. 
Thus gales alternare through the zodiack blow 
The failing orb, and waft him to and tvo •, 
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While Epicurus, bleft with thought rcfin'd. 
Makes the vaft globe the paftime of the wind. 

Were it not idle labour to confute 
Notions fo wild, unworthy of dirpuce; 
I 'd of the learned Epicurus afk, 
If this were for the winds a proper taik ? 
Illuftrious fa^e, inform th' en(|uiicr, why 
Still from one Oated point of all the (ky 
The fickk meteor (hould ibe fun convey. 
Through thj fame Hages of his fpiral way ? 
Why in one path why with fuch ccjual pace. 
That he (houUl never mifs in all his race, 
Cf time one minute, or one inch of fpacc ? 

Rcmaik the aii's tianfpnrent el'jmcnr. 
Its curious ftru£lure, and its vaft extent : 
Its wondrous web proclaims the loom divine j 
Its threads, the hand that drew them out fo fine. 
This thin contexture makes its bofom fir, 
Cclcttial hear a;Kl luflre to tranfmit ; 
By which of foreign orl)s the riches flow 
On ihis dependent, needy ball below. 

Obferve its parts link'd in fuch anful fort. 
All are at once fupporttd, and fuppojt: 
The column pdisM fits hovering en our heads, 
A.nd a foft burden on our fliouldcrs fprcads ; 
So the fido-archcs all the weight luftain. 
We find no prelfurc, and we feci no pain 5 
Still are the fubiile ftiings in tenfion found, 
Like thofe of lutes to juft proportion wound. 
Which of the air's vibration is the fource, 
Whsn it receives ihe ftrokt^ of foi<:l^n foicc, 
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Let curious minds, who would the air infpeft, , 
On its clartic energy n:flc£l. 
The fecret force through all the frame diffused. 
By which its firings arc from comprctlion loosed j 
The fpun;j:v purcs, now to a flraiier feat 640 

Aic fore d bv cold, and widen'd now by heat 5 
By turns they all extend, by turns retire. 
As Nature's various fcrv ices recjuirc j 
They now expand to fill an empt/ fpace. 
Now (hrink to let a ponderous \iu.\y pafs. 645 

Jf raging winds invade the atnivofphere, -. 

Their force its curious texture ci;inoc tear, \ 

Make no difruption in the threads of air; j 

Or if it does, thofe parts thcmfclves rtflore, 
Heal their own wounds, and their own breaches cuic. 

Hence the melodious tenants of the fky, 
Which haunt inferior feats, or foar on high. 
With cafe through all the fluid region ftray. 
And through the wide expanfion wing their way ; 
Whofe open mcQies let terreftrial fteams 6s ^ 

Pafs through, entic'd away by folar beams j 
And thus a road reciprocal difplay 
To rifing vapours, and defcending day. 

Of heat and light, what ever-during floras. 
Brought from the, fun's exhaufllefs golden Ihores, C60 
-Through gulphs immenfe of intervening air. 
Enrich the earth, and every lofs repair ! 
The land, its gainful traffic k to maintain, 
Sends out crude vapours, in exchange for rain; 

G 4 rhr 
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The flowery garden and the verdant mead, ^^5 1 

Warm'd by their rays, their exhalations fprcad, > 

In fhowers and balmy dews to be repaid i J 

The ftreams, their banks forfaken, upward move. 

And flow again in wandering clouds above : 

Thefe regions Nature's magazines on high 670 

With all the Oores demanded there fupply ; 

Their different fleams the air*s wide bofom fill. 

Moid from the flood, dry from the barren hill; 

Materials into meteors to be wrought. 

Which back to thefe terrcftrial feats are brought, 675 

By Nature ffiap'd to various figures, thofe 

The fruitful rain, and thefe the hail compofe, 

The fnowy fleece, and curious froft-work ; thefe 

Produce the dew, and thofe the gentle breeze : 

Some form fierce winds, which o'er the mountain pafs^ 

And beat with vigorous wings the valley's face j 

O'er the wide lake and barren defart blow. 

O'er Lib/a's burning fand, and Scythia*is fnow; 

Shake the high cedar, through the foreft fwecp, 

And with their furious breath ferment the deep. 68| 

This thin,* this foft contexture of the air 
Shows the wife Author's providential care, 
Who did the wondrous ftruftuic (o contrive, 
That it might life to l)reathing creatures give ; 
Might reinfpire, and make the circling mafs 6^ 

Through all its winding channels fit to pafs. 
Had not the Maker wrought the fpringy frame 
Such as it is, to fan the vital flame, 
The blood, defrauded of its nitrous food, 
JIad cool'd and languilh'd in i\C arterial road : 69$ 



CREATION. Book II. 89 

While the tir*d heart had ftrove with fruitlefs pain 
To pufh the lazy tide along the vein. 

Of what important ufe to human kind, 
To what great ends fubfcrvient, is the wind ? 
Behold, where-e*er this a6tive vapour flies, 700 

It drives the clouds, and agitates the ikies : 
This from ftagnation and corruption fates 
Th* aerial oceairs ever-rolling waves. 
This animals, to fuccour life, demand; 
For, ihould the air unventilated ftand, 705 

The idle deep corrupted would contain 
Blue deaths, and fecret (lores of raging pain $ 
The fcorching fun would with a fatal l^am 
Make all the void with births malignant team* 
Engender jaundice, fpotted torments breed, 710 

And purple plagues, from peftilential feed ; 
Exhaling vapours would be turn'd to fvvarms 
Of noxious infe6ls, and deftru6Vive worms, 
More than were rais'd to fcourge tyrannic luft. 
By Mofcs* rod, from animated duft. 715 

Another blciTing, which the breathing wind 
Benevolent conveys to human kind. 
Is, that it cools and qualities the air, 
And with foft breezes docs the regions cheer. 
On which the fun o'er-fricndly does difplay 620 

Heat too prevailing, and redundant day. 
Ye fwarthy nations of the torrid zone, 
How well to you is this great bounty known 1 
As frequent gales from the wide ocean rife 
To fan your air, and moderate your fkiesj 71^ 
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So con'lanc winds, as well as rivers, flow 

From vour hi^^h liilis eniichM with iloies of fnovi 

For this grcut end, thtlc hills life more fublirDCy 

Than thofc ere£tccl in a tcin|H;iate clime 

Had not tlie Autlior his piovifion mailc, 

Bv wliich \our air is cool'd, your fun :»llay\l, 

Deftnis'd l)v' loo intcnf: a flame, tljc land 

Had lain a parch'd inhoIpitaMe fand. 

Thcfe dillriits. wiiich between the tropic ks lie. 

Which fcoichiiiij hcams directly darted frv. 

Were thought an uninhahitahlc feat, 

Burnt by the ncighlwuring orb's innmoderare heat: 

But the frefh hrccze, that from the ocean Mows, 

From iht: wide luki.*, or from tlie mountain fnows, 

So foothb the air, and mitii^ates the fun. 

So cures the regions of the fulrrv zone. 

That oft' with Nature's hlcirings they ahound. 

Frequent in propie, and wi:h plenty cr(»wn'd. 

As a6tive winds relieve the air and land. 
The leas no Icfs their ufeful blafls demand : 
Without this aid, the (hp would ne^r advance 
Along the deep, and o'er the billow dance. 
But lie a lazy and a ufelefs load, 
The forcll's waOed fpoils, the lumber of the flood. 
Let but the wind with an aufpicious (?alc. 
To (hove the vellel, till the fpreading fail. 
And fee, with fwelling canvafs wing'd, (he flics. 
And witn her waving ftreamers iweeps thu ikies I 
Th' adve.iturous merchant thus purfucs his way 
Or to ihe rife, or to the fall of day. . 

Tl 
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Thus mutual traffick fcver'd realms maintain. 
And manufa6lurcs change to mutual gain ; 
Each other's growth and arts thcv fell and huy, 
Eafe their redundance, and their wants fupply. 

Ye Britons, who the fruit of commerce find, 760 
How is \our Ifle a debtor to the wind, 
Which thither wafts Arabia's fragrant fpoils, 
Gjms, pearls, and fpiccs, from the Indian ides. 
From Perfia filks, wines from Iberia's fliore, 
Peruvian drugs, and Guinea's golden ore 1 765 

Delights and wealth to fair Augufta flow 
From evcrv region whence the winds can blow. 

See, how the vapours congregated rear 
Xhcir gloomy columns, and obfcure the air ! 
Forgetful of their gravity, they rife, 770 

Renounce the centre, and ufurp the ikies. 
Where, form\l to clouds, they their black lines difplay, 
And cake their airy march, as wind* convey. 
Sublime in air while they their courfc purfue, 
They from their fable fleeces fhake the dew 775 

On the parcht mountain, and with genial rain 
Renew the foreft, and refrefli the plain : 
They (hid their healing juices on the ground, 
Cement the crack, and clofe the gaping wound. 
Did not the vapours, by the folar heat 780 

Thinnd and exhal'd, rife to their airy feat. 
Or not in watery clouds collefted fly, 
Then formM to ponderous drops defert the Ikyj 
The fields would no recruits of moifturc find. 
But, by the fun-beams dry*d, and by iVx mtA, n*^s 
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Woul'.I never plant, or flower, or fruit, produce 
Or for I lie beafi, or for his mafter's ufe. 

But in the fpacious climares, which the rain 
Does never blefs (luch is th' Egvptian plain). 
With how much art is that defect fupply'd ! 
See, how fome noble river's fwellin^ tiJe, 
Augmented by the mountain's melting fnows. 
Breaks from its banks, and o'er the region flows 
Hence fruitful crops and flowery wealth cr^fuc 
And to the fwain fuch mighty gains accrue. 
He ne'er reproaches heaven for want of dew. 

See, and revere, th' artillery of Heaven, 
Prawn by the gale, or by the tempcft driven ! 
A dreadful hre the floating batteries make, 
O'crturn the mountain, and the forcfl fhakc. 
This wav and that they drive the atmofplit-rc. 
And its wide (H>fom from corruption clear. 
While their brii^ht flame confumts tl.e fulphur tr: 
And noxious vapours, which inftcl our vcin»>. 
Thus they rehne the vital element. 
Secure our health, and growing plai^ues prevent. 

Your contemplation farther vc: purfv^c ; 
The wondrous world of vegetables view ! 
Obferve the forefl oak, the mountain pine. 
The towering cedar, and the humble vine. 
The bending willow, that o'erfhad:!S the flood. 
And each fpontaneous offspring of the wood .' 
The o:*k and pine, which lii:;h from earth arife. 
And wave their lofty h«rads am id ft the fkics. 
Their parent eaith in like pidportion wouml. 
And tlirough crude ractals pcntLratc the ground ; 
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Their ftronsj and ample roots defcend fo deep, 
That fixr and firm they may their ftatinn keep, 
And the fierce (hocks of furious winds defy. 
With all the outraj^e of inclement fky. 820 

But the bafe hri-r and the noble vine 
Their arms around their ftronger neighbour twine. 
The crce»i ig ivy, to prevent its fall, 
Clings with its fibious grapples to the vvalL 
Thus are the trees of every kind fecure, 825 

Or by their own, or by a borrowed power. 
But every tree from all its brap.ching roots 
Amid (I the gleln: fmall hollow fibres (hoots ; 
■ Which drink with thirfty mouths the vital juice. 
And to the limbs and leaves their food difFufc : 830 
Peculiar pores peculiar juice receive, 
To this deny, to that admittance givt. 

Hence various trees their various fruits produce 

'Some for delightful tafte, and fome for ufe* 

Hence fprouting plants enrich the plain and wood, 835 

For phyiick fome, and fome dedgn'd for food. 

"Hence fragrant flowers, with different colours dy'd, 

On fmiling meads unfold their gaudy pride. 
Review thefe numerous fcenes, at once furvey 

-Nature's extended face ; then, fcepticks, fay, 840 

In this wide field of wonders can you find 

Vo art difcover'd^ and no end defign'd ? 
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"17 RE vain Philofophy had rear'd her fchool, 

"^^ Whofc chiefs imai^in'd realms of fcience rule. 

With idle toil form vifionary fchemes. 

And wage eternal war for rival dreams j 

Studious of good, man difregarded fame, 5 

And ufefal knowledge was his eldcft aim s 

Through meraphyiic wilds he never flew, 

Nor the dark haunts of fchool chimaeras knew. 

But had alone his happincfs in v ew. 

He milk'd the lowing herd, he prefsM the chccfe. 
Folded the flock, and fpun the Woolly fleece. 
In urns the l)ees delicious dews he lay'd, 
Whofc kindling wax intented dav difplay'd ; 
Wreftcd their iron entrails from the hills, 
Then with the fpoils his glowing forges fills 5 15 

And fhap*d with vigorous llrokes the ruddy bar 
To rural arms, anconfcious yet of war. 
He made the ploughfhare in the furrow ihtne. 
And kam*d to fow his hread, and plant his vine. 
Now verdant fond adorn'd the s^arden beds, t^ 

And fruitful trees (hot up their branching heads ; 
Rich balm from groves, and herbb from gralTy plains^ 
His fever footh'd, or hcal'd his wounded veins. 

Our fathers next, in architefture fltill'd. 
Cities for ufe, and forts for fafety, build : 25 

Then palaces and lofty domcK arofe, 
Thcfc for devotion, and for plcafurethofc, . 
Their thoughts were next to artful fculpture tvrn'd. 
Which now the palace^ now the dome adorn'd. 

4 TtA 
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The pencil then did growing fame acquire. 
Then was the trumpet heaid, and tuneful lyre. 
One did the triumph fing, and one the wtr infp 

Greece did at length a learned race produce. 
Who needful fcience mock*d, and aits of ufe, 
Confum'd their fiuitlefs hours in eager chace 
Of airy notions, through the houndiefs fpacc 
Of fpcculation, and the darkfomc void. 
Where wrangling wits, in endlcfs ftrife employ* 
Mankind with idle fubtiltics embroil, 
And fafliion fvr:ems with romantic toil j 
Thcfc with the pride of dogmatizing fchools 
Impob'd on nature arbitrary rules ; 
Forc'd her their vain inventions to obey. 
And move as learned frenzy trac'd the way r 
Above the clouds while they prefum'd to foar. 
Her tracklefs heights ambitious to explore^ 
And heaps of undigeftcd volumes writ, 
lUufive notions of fantaflic wit { 
So long they nature fearch'd, and mark*d her lav 
They loft the knowledge of th' Almighty Caufe. 

Th' erroneous dilates of each Grecian fage 
Rcnounc'd tl>e dodiines of tlie eldeft age : 
Yet thefe their matchlefs fcience did pvoclaimy 
Ufurp diflindlion, and appropriate fame. 

But though their fchools produc'd no nobler fn 
Than empty fchemes, and triumphs of difputcj 
The notions which arife from Nature's light 
As well adorn the mind, as guide her right. 
Enlarge her compafs, and improve her iight* 



CREATION. Book III. 97 

ne'er the bread with vain ambition fire, 6« 

nifli pride, and modeft thoughts infpirc. 

informed, we bleft religion learn, 
rious objeft by her aid difcem ; 
>lling worlds around us we furvey» 
ernarc fuvereigns of the night and day ; $5 

he wide earth adorn'd with hills and woods, 
1 her herds, and fertile by her floods ; 
through the deep apartments of the main, 
I the air 10 vifit clouds and rain ; 
vhile we ravi{h*d gaze on Nature^s face, 70 

k her order, and her motions trace, 
ng coherent chain of things we find 
:o a Caufe Supreme, a wife Creating Mind. 
, who the being of a God difclaim, 
ink mere Chance produced this wondrous frame; 
d you e'er refle£l, Lucretian tribe, 
cter what perfections you afcribe ? 
u to dufl fuch veneration ihow? 
m with fuch privilege endow, 
om its nature's pure neceflity Zo 

Id exift, and no corruption fee ? 
; your firft atoms independent arc, 
)t each other's being prop and bear, 
ice to this it is. fortuitous 
chers ihould exigence have ^ fuppofe^ (5 

your mind one atom (hould remove 
U the troops, that in the vacant flrove, 

our thought conceive one atom lef& } 
o\x Grecian fages mud confefs 

H •W^Ts. 
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That matter, which you independent name. 
Cannot a 1>cing nccelTary claim ; 
For what has being from nectflity. 
It is impoQible it ftould not l)c. 

Why has an atom this one place pofleft 
Of all the empty void, and not the reft ? 
If by its nature's force 'tis prefent here. 
By the fame force it mud be every where ; 
Can beings be confin'd, which neceflary arc ? 
If a firft l)ody may to any place 
Be not dctcrmin'd, in the boundlefs fpace, 
•Tis plain, it then may abfcnt be from all ; 
Who then will this a felf-cxiftcnce call ? 
As time does vaft eternity regard^ 
So place is with infinitude compar'd : 
A being thjn, which never did commence, 
Ivlufl:, as eternal, likewife be inimcnfe. 
Wljat caufe within, or what without, is found 
That carj a being uncreated bound ? 
l*Jone that 's internal, for it has no c?uf« • 
Nor can ic be control'd by foreign lav.-s, 
Vor then it clearly would dependent be 
On force fuperior, which will ne'er agree 
With leit'-cxlftence and necelTity. 
Abfurilly then to atoms you afilgn 
Such powere, sml fuch prerogatives divine. 
Thus while the notion of a God you flight, 
Youdclves (who vainly think you rcafon right) 
Make vile material Gods, in nmnbcr infinite. 

Now let us, as 'tis juft, in turn prepare 
Tv ibnd thu foe, and wage dcfcafivc war. i 
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Lucretius iirft, a mighty hero, fprings 

Into the field, and his own triumph (Ings. 

He brings, to make us from our ground retire. 

The rcafoncr's weaiK>ns, and the poet's fire. 

The tuneful fophift thus liis battle forms, 115 

Our bulwarks thus in poUfli'd armour ftorms ; 

To parent matter things their being owe, 
Becaufe from nothing no produ£lions flow { 
And, if we grant no pre-exitlenr feed, 
Tilings, diifereat things, from what they do, might 

breed, 
And any thing from any thing proceed; 
The fpicy groves might Scytiua's hiils adorn, -^ 

The tiuftle might the amaranth have home, I 

The vine the lemon, and the grape the thorn ; J 

Herds from the hills, men from the feas might rife, ijj 
From woods the whales, and lions fixnn the fkics. 
Th' elated bard here, with a conqueror's air, 
Difdainful fmilcs, and bids his foes dcfpair. 
But, Carus, here you ufe poetic charms. 
And not aifail us wiii) the rcafoner^s arms. 14* 

Where all is clear, you fancy'd doubts remove. 
And what we grant with eafe, with labour prove. 
What you would prove, but cannot, you decline; 
But chui'e a thing you can, and tliere you ihine. 

Tell us, fam'd Roman,, was it e'er denied, 145 

That feeds for fuch produftions arc fupplled ? 
Thar Nature always nauft materials find 
For bcafts and trees, to propagate their kind ? 
. A U. generation, the rude peafant knosv^, 
A prc-exiftc/jr matttr muft fuppofc. ''-^^ 

Hi • .-- ' -^ 
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But what to Nature firll her being gave ? 
Tell, whence your atoms their exigence have ? 
Wc afk you, whence the feeds conftitucnt fpring 
Of every plant, and every living thing ? 
Whence every creature ihould produce its kind. 
And to its proper fpccies be confin'd ? 
To anfv^'er this, Lucretius, will require 
More than fweet numbers and poetic fire. 

But fee how well the Poet will fupport 
His caufe, if we the argument retort. 
If Chance alone could manage, fort, divide. 
And, beings to produce, your atoms guide; 
If cafual concourfe did the world ccmpofe. 
And things from hits fortuitous arofc; 
Then any thii:g might come from any thing • 
For how from chance can conftant order fpring ? 
The foreft oak might l>ear the blulhing rofe. 
And fragrant myrtles thrive in Ruilian fnows; 
The fair pomegranate might adorn the pine. 
The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine ; 
Fi(h from the plains, birds from the floods might ri 
And lowing herds break from the ftarry Ikies. 

But, fee, the chief does keener weapons chufc. 
Advances bold, and thus the fight renews : 

** If I were doubtful of the fource and fpring 
•* Whence things arife, i from the ikies could brins 
** And every part of Nature, proofs, to (how 
** The world to Gods cannot its being owe ; 
** So full of faults is all th* unartful frame : 
** Firfl we the air's unpeopled defert blame. 
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" Brute beads pofTefs the hill, and fhady wood ; 
" Much do the lakes, but more the ocean's flood 
" (Which fevers realms, and fhores divided leaves), 
** Take from the land by intcrpofing waves ; 
** One third, by freezing cold and burning heat, 185 
** Lies a deform*d, inhofpitable feat j 
** The reft, unlabour'd, would by nature breed 
" Wild brambles only, and the noxious weed, 
•* Did not induftrious man, with endlcfs toil, 
** Extort his food from the relu6lant foil ; 190 

** Did not the farmer's fteel the furrow wound, 
** And harrows tear the harveft from the ground, 
" The earth would no fpontaneous fruits afford 
" To man, her vain imaginary Lord. 
" Oft*, when the labouring hind has ploueh'd the ficlJ, 
** And forc'd the glebe unwillingly to yreUl, 
** When green and flowery Nature crowns his hope 
" With the gay promife of a plenteous crop, 
** The fruits (fad ruin !) perifh on the ground, 
" Burnt by the Sun, or by the deluge drown 'd ; 200 
** Or foon decay, by fnows immoderate chill'd, 
" By winds arc blafted, or by lightning kill'd. 
** Nature, befides, the favage bcaft fuftains, 
** Breeds in the hills the terror of the plains, 
** To man a fatal race. Could this be fo, 105 

** Did gracious Gods diijpofe of things below ? 
•* Their proper plagues with annual feafons come, 
** And deaths untimely blaft us in the bloom. 
*• Man -at his birth (unhappy fon of grief!) 
^ If hdplefs caft on the wide coafts of Uf^, xx<>^ 

H 3 >^^ 
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** In want of all things whence our comforts ffo\T ; 

" A fad and moving fpe6bacle of woe. 

" Infants in ill-prefaging cries complain, 

♦< As confcious of a coming life of pain. 

" All things meantime to beads kind Nature grants, 

** Prevents their fuffcrings, and fupplies their wants ; 

** Brought funh with eafe, tl^ey grow, and Ikip, anJ 

•* No dangling nurfe, or jingling gewgaw, need; [feed, 

"In caves they lurk, or o'er rhe mountains range, 

*' Nor ever through the year their garment change f it9 

" Unvers'd in arms, and ignorant of war, 

♦* They need no forts, and no invafion feari 

** Whate'er they want,, from Nature's hand they gain ; 

** The life (he gave, flie watches to maintain. *' 

Thus impotent rn fenfc, though (hrong in rage, 315 
The daring Roman does the Gods engage y 
But umlifmay'd wc face th* intrepid foe, 
Suftain his onfet, and thus ward the blow- 

Suppofe defects in this terreArial feat, 
That Nature is not, as you urge, compkat j tjpv 

That a divine and wife ArtiHcct 
Miglit greater wonders of hFs art confer. 
And might with eafe or)- man, and man's abode. 
More bounty, more pcrfc£Vion, hare bcftow'dj 
If in this lower world he has not fhown ^35 

His utmofl ikill, fay, has he therefore none? 
We in produtStions arbitrary fee 
Marks of perfedion,. different ia degrecr 
Though makers now more ikill, now left igtipartr ' 

Yet arc not all their woiks the workt of an ^ 140 

7 * !)• 
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Do poets dill fublimer Aibje£h fing* 

Still ftretch to Heaven a l)old afpiiing wing, 

Nor e*er defcend to flocks and labouring fwains, 

Frequent the floods, or range the humble plains ? 

Didy Grecian Phidias, all thy pieces fiiine 245 

"With equal beauty ? or, A pellet, thine? 

Or Rapliael's pencil never chufc to fall ^ 

Say, are his works Tranifrgurations alJ? 

Did Buonorota never build, O Rome^ 

A meaner ftru£kure, tban thy wondrous dome ^ r$a 

Though, in their works applautled as their bed. 

Greater dcfign and genius are expred, 

Yt?t is there none acknowledg'd in the reft? 

In all tlie parts of Nature's fpacious fplicrc 
Of art, ten thoufand niiracles appear : 255. 

And will you not the AutlK)r's fkil-1 adore, 
Bccaufe you think Ire might difcover more ^ 
You own a watch th* invention, of ihe miod. 
Though for a fingle motion 'ti* dcfign'd 
As well as that, which is with greatt r thought, 2-601 
With various fprings, for various motions wrought. 

An independent, wife, and conkious Caul'e» 
Who freely afts by arbitrary laws. 
Who at connexion and at order aims. 
Creatures diftrnguifh'd in perfection franies* ^it 

Uncoofcious caufes only ^11 impart 
Their utmoft fkW), thci,( utmod power exert. 
Thofe, yttltich can freely chiUe, difceFiry .smd knowy' 
In %66ng cm degrcet of vigour fhow^ 
Aml^ DAorc 00 Icfsrcf ran of care bcAow* 270 J 

. H 4 \^ 
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If all perfection were in all things ihowny 
All beauty, all variety, were gone. 

As this interior habitable feat 
By clitfercnt parts is made one whole conipleat j 
So our low woiKl is only one of thofe, j-; 

Which the capacious univerfe compofc, 
Now to the univerfal whole advert ; 
The earth regard as of that whc'u a part. 
In which wide frame more noble worlds abound ; 
Witncfs, ye glorious orbs, which hang around, 2S# 
Ve (hining planets, that in xthcr ftray. 
And thou, bright lord and ruler of the <!ay I 
Witncfs, ye ftars, which beautify the (kies, 
ilow much do your v.ili globes in height and (22c, 
In beauty and magnificence, outgo il^ 

Our IkjU of earth, that hangs in clouds below ! 
Between yourfelvcs too is diI\in6tion found, 
C>f ditlcrent bulk, with dilTcrcnt glory crown'df 
'The people, which in your bright regions dwell, 
Muft this low world's inhabitants excel 1 5 2fa 

And, fincc to various planets they agree. 
They from each other muft diftinguifh'd be, I 

And own perfections ditTcrcnt in degree. J 

When wc on fruitful Nature's care rcflc6>. 
And her cxhauftlefs energy refpeft, 2?; 

That (locks ihli, elohc, which you Lucretians call 
The world's coaife dregs, which to the bottom fall, 
Willi nunv:ious kinds of l>tc, and bounteous filjs 
With breathing guclls the vallies, floods, and hills ; 
Wc may pior.ounce eadi orb fuftains a race 300 

Of living dungs adapud to the ^lace. 
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Were the refulgent parts and moft refin'd 
Only to ferve the dark and bafe defign*d ? 
Were all the ftars, thofc beauteous realms of light, -» 

. . At diflance only hung to fhine by night, 3<^S r 

And with their twinkling beams to pleafe our fight ? J 
How many roll in aether, which the eye 
Could ne*er, till aided by the glafs, defcry, 
And which no commerce with the earth maintain ? 
■ Are all thofe glorious empires made in vain ? 310 

Now, as I faid, the globe terreftrial view 
As of the whole a part, a mean one too. 
Though *tis not like th' aetherial worlds refin'd, 
Yet is it juft, and finifh'd in its kind ; 
^ Has all pcrfe6tion which the place demands, 315 

Where in coherence with the reft it ftands. 
Were to your view the univerfe difplay*d. 
And all the fcenes of nature open laid ; 

. Could you their place, proportion, harmony, 

!4 Their beauty, order, and dependence, fee, 320 

You'd grant our globe had all the marks of art. 
All the perfection due to fuch a part. 
Though not with luftre, or with magnitude. 
Like the bright ftars, or brighter fun, endued. 

You oft' ^declaim on man's unhappy fate ,• ^zt* 

Infulting, oft* demand in this debate. 
If the kind Gods could fuch a wretch create ? 

But whence can this unhappinefs arife ? 
You fay, as foon as bom, he helplcfs lies, 
And mourns his woes in ill-prefaging cries. 330^ 

But docs not Nature for the child prepare 
•The parent's love, the nurfe's tender c?cxe. 
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You may the world of more defeats upbraid: 
That other works by Nature are unmade ; 
That fhc dill nercr At her own expence 
A palace rear, and in magnificence 
Oa:- rival arr, to »race the ftately rooms j 
That Ihe no cafi'? builds, no lof:y domes. 
Had Nature's hand thcfc various works prcpar'd, 
What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpai 
But then no realm would ore great m after fhow, 
Ko Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angclo. 
With equal reafon too you might demand. 
Why hoa:8 and (hips require the Artift's hand? 
Why generous Nature did not ihcfe provide. 
To pafs the ftanding lake, or flowing tide ? 

You fay the hills, which high in air arife, 
ITarhcur in clouds, and mingle with the (kies. 
The earth's di (honour and encumbering load. 
Of many foacious regions man defraud, a 

For beafts and birds of prey a defolate abode. 
But can th' ohjcflor no convenience find 
In mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind 
The mighty frame, that clfe would be disjoined? 
Do not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain. 
And for the dome afford the marble vein ? 
Does not the river from the mountain flow, 
Ani bring down riches to the vale below > 
See, how the torrent rolls the golden fand 
Ftom the higl^ iidges to the flatter land. 
The lotty Imes abound with endlefs (lore 
Of mineral ueafuxei and metallic ore ; 
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Sliines fo^li with more than folar glory bright, 
And, cloath'd with robes of beatific light, 
His hours in hctvenly tranrports does employ, 36$ 

Youn^ with immortal bloom from living dreams of joy. 

You afk us, why the foil the thiftle breeds ? 
Whv its f|X)ntancous births are thorns and weeds } 
Why for the harrcft it the harrow needs ? 
The Author might a nobler wrorld baTera^dc^ 370 
In brighter drefs the hWh and vales a^ay'd. 
And all its face in flowery fcenes difplay'd; 
The glebe untill'd might plenteous crops have borne. 
And brought forth fpicy groves inftead of tliorn ; 
Rich fruit and flowers without the gardener'^ pains 375 
Might every hill have crown'tl, have honoured all the 
This Nature might have boafled, had the Mind, [plains 1 
Who formed the fpacious univcrfc, deiign'd 
That man, from lal>our free as well as grief. 
Should pafs in lazy luxury his life. 3S« 

But He his creature gave a fertile foil. 
Fertile, but not without the owner's toil ; 
That fome reward his industry ibould crown, 
A^ that his food in part might be his own. 

But while, infulting, you arraign th« land, 3S5 

A(k, why it wants tin: plough, or bilx)u^cr's hand ? 
Kind to the marble rocks, you n^'er complain 
That they witl»out the lculpcor*s ikill and |Hita 
No perfe£^ AatQC yield, no ha(7c relieve. 
Or fipifli'd column for the palace give ; 39^ 

Yet if from hilU un]s^ur*d figures came, 
Man might lave e^ ei>joy*d» thnugh never fvat. 
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You may the world of more defeats upbraid : 
That other works by Nature are unmade j 
That fhe did never At her own expence ' j^f 

A palace rear, and in magnificence 
Oat-rival art, to grace the ftatcly rooms ; 
That fhe no caftle builds, no lofcy domes. 
Had Nature's hand thcfe various works prcpar'd. 
What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpar*d! 
But then no realm would one great mailer fhow, 
No Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angclo. 
With equal reafon too you might demand. 
Why boats and (hips require the Artift's hand ? 
Why generous Nature did not thcfe provide, 405 

To pafs the {landing lake, or flowing tide ? 

You fay the hills, which high in air arife. 
Harbour in clouds, and mingle with the (kies. 
The earth's diihonour and encumbering load, ^ 

Of many fpacious regions man defraud, ^ic i 

For beads and birds of prey a defolate abode. J 

But can th* objcflor no convenience find 
In mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind 
The mighty frame, that elfc would be disjoin'd ? 
Do not thofe heaps the raging tide redrain, au 

And for the dome afford the marble vein ? 
Docs not the river from the mountain flo'wi 
And bring down riches to the vale below ? 
See, how the torrent rolls the golden fand 
Ftom the high ridges to the flatter land. ^ 

The lotty I'mes abound with endlefs (lore 
Of mineral treafuxe, Mid metallic ore 1 

VTA 
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With precious veins of filver, copper, tin. 
Without how barren, yet how rich within ! 
They bear the pine, tlie oak and cedar yield, 425 

To form the palace, and the navy build. 

When the inclement meteors you accufe. 
And alk if gracious Gods would flornis produce; 
You ne'er rcfleft, that by the driving wind 
The air from noxious vapours is refin'd, 430 

Freed from the putrid feeds of pain and death. 
That living creatures might not, by their breath. 
Through their warm veins, inftead of vital food, 
Difperfe contagion, and corrupt their blood. 
Without the wind the ihip were made in vain, 435 -t 
Adventurous merchants could not crofs the main, I 
I^or fever'd realms their gainful trade maintain. J . 

Then with this wife reflexion you difturb 
Your anxious thought, that our terreflrial orb 
In many pans is not by man pofTeft, 440 

With too much heat, or too much cold, opprtfl. 
But in miflake you this obje£^ion found : 
Unnumbered iiles and fpacious tra£^s of ground. 
Which feel the fcorching fun's dire£ier beam. 
And did to you inhofpitable feem, 445 

With tawny nations, or with black, abound. 
With noble rivers lav*d, with plenty crown*d ; 
And regions too from the bright orb remote 
Are peopled, which you unfrequented thought. 

But could Lucretius on the fun refle£^, 45# 

His proper diftance from the earth refpe6):, 
Obferve his conflant road, his ec^ual pace, 
Hk round .diurnal, and his anniiftl race^ 
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Could he regard the nature of the light. 
Its beauteous luftre, and its rapid flight, 4 

And its relation to the fenfe of fight ; 
Could he to all thefe miracles advert. 
And not in all perceive one ftroke of art ? 
Giant, that tlie motions of the fun are fuch. 
That fome have light too'Iittle, fome too much; 
Grant, that in diflfcrent tracks he might ha%'e rolt*d 
And given each clime more equal Iieat and cold ; 
Yet view the revolutions, as they are. 
Does there no wifdom, no deHgn, appear ? 
Could any but a knowing, prudent Caufc, 
Begin fuch motions, and alTign fuch laws ? 
If the Great Mind had form'd a different frame. 
Might not your wanton wit the fyftem blame ? 
Though here you all pcrfe£^ion flioukl not find, 
Yet is it all th* Eternal Will dtfign'd : ^• 

' It is a finifh'd World, and perfe^i in it« kind^ 
Not that its Fcgions every charm include, 
'With which celeftial empires are endued ; 
Nor is confumraate goodncfs here confcrr'd^ 
If we pcrfc6tion abfolute regard ; 
Bot what *s before aflcrted, we repeat. 
Of the vaft whole it is a part com pleat. 

But Trace you are difpleab'd die panial fua 
Is not indulgent to the frigid zonc$ 
Suppofe more funs in proper orbits roll'd, 

' ttflblv'd the fnows, and chac*d the polar cold i 
Or grant thft this revolv'd in fuch a way. 
As equal hcit to all he might convey. 
And give their dUlsCiit ]^k% V\^ {L^tc of day \ 
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Obferve how prudent Nature*s icy hoard, 4S5 

'With all her nitrous ftoces, would be devour'd j 
Then would unbalanc'd heat licentious reign. 
Crack the dry hill, and chap the ruffet plain $ 
Her moifture all exhald, the cleaving eanh 
Would yield no frgit, and bear no verdant birth, 40 # 

You of the pools and fpacious lakes complain. 
And of the liquid dcferts of che main, 
As hurtful thefe, or ufelefs, you arraign. 

Beiides the pleafure, which the lakes afford. 
Arc not their waves with fifh delicious ftorM ? 495 
Does not tl\e wide capacious deep the Iky 
With dewy clouds, the earth with rain, fupply ? 
Do not the rivers, which the valley lave, .^ 

Creep through the fecrct fubterranean cave, I 

And to the hills convey the refluent wave ? 500 J 

You then muft own, the earth the ocean needs. 
Which thus the lake recruits^ the fountain feeds. 

The noxious plant and favage animal, 
Which you the earth's reproach and blemifh call. 
Are ufcful various ways ; if not for food, 504 

For maHufa&ures or for medicine good. 
Thus we repel with rcafon, not evade. 
The boid objeftions by Lucretius made. 

Pyrrhonians next, of like ambitious aitU, 
Wanton of wit, and panting after fame, ^jk^ 

Who ftrore to fink the fe6^s of chief renown, 
1ml on their ruin'd fchools to raife their owii^ 

oldly frefuxn'd, witli rhetorician pride> 

*o hold of any q^ueflioQ either fide« 
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' .• . 't They thought, in every fubjcft of debate^ 5 

' ,p L ^^ either fcalc tlie proof of equal weight. 

' i ji I; Aik, if a God exiftent they allow > 

■ ,||J / The vain declaimers will attempt to (how. 

That, whether you renounce him, or aflferr. 
There *s no fuperior proof on either part. 5 

Suppofa a God, we muft, fay they, conclude 
He lives ; if lo, he is with fenfe endued ; 
And, if with fenfe endued, may pain perceive. 
And what can fuffer pain may ceafc to live, 

Pyrrhonians, we a living God adore, r 

An unexhaufted fpring of vital power j 
But his immortal, uncreated life 
No torment feels, and no de{lru6livc grief. 
i,:^j\ij;i Does he by different organs taffe or hear? 

\i\\", ■■{ Or by an eye do things to him appear ? r 

[J ! ■; Has he a mufcle, or extended nerve, 

p'j ; j . ; Which to impart or pain or pleafure ferve ? 

Of ail perfe£^ion poffible polTeft, 
He finds no want, nor is with woe opprefl:. 
Though we can ne'er explore the life divine, ^3* • 
And found the bleft abyfs by reafon's line. 
Yet 'tis not, mortal man, a tranfient life, like thine. * 

Others, to whom the whole mechanic tribe 
With an harmonious fympathy fubfcribe, 
Nature with empire univerfal crown, ^4 

And this high queen the world's Creator own. 
If you what builder rear'd the world demand. 
They fay 'twas done by Nature's powerful hand j 
If whence its order and its beauty rofe. 
Nature, they fay, did fo tlie frame difpofe j ^4 

4 '1 
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^If what its fteady motions does maintaiH, 
And holds of caufes and efTtf^s the chain, 
OSer all her works this Sovereign Caufe prefides, 
U|>holds the orbs, and all their motions guides. 
Since to her bounty we fuch'blcllings owe, 554 

Ovr generous Benefa£lor let us know. 
When the word Nature you exprcfs, declare, 
Form'd in your minds what image does appear } 
Can you that term of doubtful found explain ? 
Show it no idle off-fpriug of the brain ? 5^5 

Sometimes by Nature your enljghten*d fchool 

'Intends of things the univerfal* whole 1 
Sometimes it is the order, that connefts. 
And holds the chain of caufes and effe^s; 
Sometimes it is the manner, and the way, 560 

In which thofe caufes do their force convey, I 

And in efFefts their energy difplay. J 

That (he 's the work itfelf, you oft' aflert. 
As oft' th* artificer, as oft' the art j 

TPhat is, that we may Nature-<:leariy trace, 5-65 

And by your marks didin^y know her face j 

She 's now the building, tiow the architcft. 

And now the rule which does his hand dire£t# 
But, let thiscmprefs be whate'er you pleafc ; 

Lct4ier be all, or any one of thefe j 570 

She is with reafon, or (he 's not, endued : 

If you the firll affirm, we thence conclude 

A God, whofe Being you oppofe, you grant : 

Bur, if this mighty queen does reafon want. 

How could this noble fabric be de(ign'd, -57^ 

And'faihion'd by a Maker' brute and bUixd^ 

1 C^>iA 
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Could it of art fuch miracles invent, 
And raife a beauteous world of fiich extent? 
Still at the helm does this dark pilot ftand, 
And with a fteady, never-erring hand, 580 

Steer all the floating worlds, and their fet courfe I 
command ? 

That clearer ftrpkes of mafterly defign, 
Of wife contrivance, and of judgement, fliine 
In all the parts of Nature, we aflert, " 
Than in the brighteft works of human art : 585 

And ihall not thofe be judg'd th* cffeft of thought, 
As well as thefe with fkill inferior wrought ? 
Let fuch a fphere to India be conveyed, 
As Archimede or modern Hugens made j 
Will not the Indian, though untaught and rude, 59t 
This work th* effe6t of wife defign conclude } 
Is there fuch Ikill in imitatioti Ihown ? 
And in the things, we imitate, is none ? 
Are not our arts, by artful nature taught. 
With pain and careful obfervation fought ? 595 

Behold the painter, who with Nature vies : 
See his whole foul exerted in his eyes ! 
He views her various fcenes, intent to trace 
The mafter lines, that form her finifli'd face : 
Are thought and condu6t in the copy clear, 6o« 

While none in all th' original appear ? 

Tell us, what mafter, for mechanicks fam'd. 
Has one machine fo admirably fram'd. 
Where you will art in fuch perfe6lion grant. 
As in a living creature, or a plant ? 605 

Declare 



CREATION. Book III. 115 

re, what curious workir.anfliip can vie, 

th a hand or foot, an ear, or eye } 

can for (kill as much applaufe defervc, 

c fine texture of the fibrous nerve ; 

; (lupendous fyftem, which contains €io 

terial channels, or the winding veins ? 

artificial franvc, what inftrument, 

le fuperior genius yet invent, 

1 to tlie bones or mufcles is prefeiT^d, 

I their order, form, or ufe, regard? 6x5 

then to works of nature is affign'd 

uthor unintelligent and blind, 

ours proceed from choice and Confcious Mind } 
this you fay, that Nature 's are indeed 
irtful works, but then they ne'er proceed ^to 
Nature a6ling with defign and art, 
void of choice her vigour does exert, 
)y unguided motion things produce, 
dlefs of their orden, end, or ufe. 
illy*8 mouth thus Cotta does difputc,- ii^ 

us, with eafe, the Roman we confute : 

if in artful things no art is fhown, 
are the certain marks, that make it known ? 
vill you artful from unartful bound, 
ot th* ideas in our mind confound ? t^9 

this no truth difplays before our fight 
jhter beam, or more convincing light, 
kilful works fuppofe a fkilful Caufe, 
\ a^s by clxoice, and moves by prudent laws. 
J you, unlefs you are as matter blind, 635 

€t abd beauteous difpofition find, 

I X C^xt- 
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• Confpiring order, fitnefs, harmony, 
Ufe, and convenience ; will you not agree. 
That fuch effects could not be undefign'd, 
1^'or could proceed but from a Knowing ^I^Htrd? 

Old fyftems you may try, or new ones raife. 
May fhift and wind, and plot a thoufand -ways ; 
May various words, and- forms 6f di6iion, ufe 
And with a different cant th* uhjudging car amufe 
"You may affirm, that Chance did things create 
Or- let it Nature" be, or be it Fate; 
Body alone, inert and brute, you *11 find. 
The caufe of all things is by you aflign*d. 
And, after all your fruitlefs toil, if you 
A Caufc diftinft from Matter will allow. 
It mufl: be confcious, not like matter blind. 
And lliew you grant a God, by granting Mind. 

Vaninus next, a hardy, modern chief, 
A bold oppofer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion*s fences to fubverr. 
Strong in his rage, but deftitutc of art ; 
In impious maxims fixt, he Heaven dcfy'd. 
An unbelieving anti-martyr dy'd. 
Strange, that an Atheift pleafure ihould rcfufc, 
Kelinquifh life, and death in torment chufe ! 
Of fcience what a. defpicable Iharc 
Vaninus own'd, his publifli'd dreams declare. 
Let impious vvits applaud a Godlcfs Mind, * 
As blcft with piercing fight, and fenfe refin*d. 
Contrived and wrought by Nature's careful hand 
All the proud fchools cf learning to command ; 



C R B A T I O N. Book III. nr 

lict them pronounce each patron of their caufe 

Claims by iliftinguifli'd merit juft applaufe j 

Yet I this writer's want of fenfc arraign, -j 

Treat all his empty pages with difdain, 670 > 

And think a grave reply mif-fpent and vain : J 

To borrow light, his error to amend, 

I' would the Athcift to Vaninus fend. 

At length Britannia^s foil, immortal (hame ! 
Brought forth a fage of celebrated name, 675 

Who with contempt on bleft Religion trod, 
MockM all her precepts, and renounced his God* 
As awful ihades and horrors of the nighc 
Difturb the mother, and the child affrigbt,. 
Who fee dire fpe£lres through the gloomy air 
In threatening forms advance, and Ihuddering hear 
The groans of wandering, ghoftsj and ycUings of 

defpair : • 

From the fame fprrngf he fays, devotion flows, 
Confcience of guilt from dread of vengeance rofej 
Religion is the creature of the fplecn, . 6S5 

And troubled fancy forms the world unfeen ; 
That timorous minds, with felf-tormenting care, 
Create thofe awful phantoms- which they fear. 

Such arms were usM by impious chiefs of old, 
Vain as this modern hero, and as bold. 6.>o 

Who would not this philofopher adore, 
For finding worlds difcoverM long before ? 
Can he one flower in all his garden fliow, 
Which in his Grecian mafter's did no: grow ? 
And yet, imperious, with a teacher's air, ta^^s 

Boallful he claims a riglit to wiCdom"^ c\mt *, 

1 3 . 0^^^%:^' 
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Gafping widi ardent third of falfe renown, 
With Grecian wreaths he does his temples crown, 
Triumphs with borrowed fpoils, and trophies not 

his own. 

The world, he grants, with clouds was ovcrfprcadj 
Truth ne*er ere£bd yet her ftarry head, 
Till he, bright Genius, rofe to chace the night. 
And through all nature Ihone with new-fprung light; 

But let th* enquirer know, proud Briton ! why- 
Hope fliould not Gods, as well as fear, fupply ? 705 
Does not th' idea of a God include 
The notion of beneficent and good, 
Of one to mercy, not revenge, inclin'd^ 
Able and willing to relieve mankind ? 
And does not this idea more appear 71^ 

The objeft of our hope, than of our fear? 
Then tell us, why this palTion, more than that, 
Should build their altars, and the Gods create ? 

But let us grant the weak and timorous mind 
To fuperftitious terrors is inclin'd ; 715 

That horrid fcenes, and monfters form*d in air, 
Bv night the children and the mother fcare ; 
That apparitions, by a fever bred. 
Or by the fplecn's black vapours, fill the head ; 
Does that affe6l the fage of fenfe refined, 72f 

Whofe body *s healthful, and ferene his mind ? 

Yet more, infulting Briton ! let us try 
Your reafon *s force, your arguments apply. 
You fay, fince fpeflres from the fancy flow. 
To timorous fancy Gods their being owe; 715 

z Since 
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Since phantoms to the weak feem real things. 
Religion from miftake apd weaknefs fprings. 

But though the vulgar have illufions fecn, 
Thought objcfts were without, that were within ; 
Yet we from hence abfurdly fliould conclude, 73© 

All obje6b of the mind the raind delude j 
That our ideas idle are, that none 
Were ever real, and that notlung 's known. 

But, leaving phantoms and illuiive fear. 
Let us at Reafon's judgement-feat appear 5 735 

There let the queftion be fevercly try*d | 
By an impartial fentence we abide : 
Th* Eternal Mind's cxiftence we fuftain 
By proofs fo full, by evidence fo plain, 
That none of all the fciences have fhown 740 

Such demonftration of the truths they own. 

Spinofa next, to hide his black defign. 
And to his fide th' unwary to incline. 
For heaven his enfigns treacherous difplays. 
Declares for God, while he that God betrays ; 745 

For whom he 's pleasM fuch evidence to bring. 
As faves the name, while it fubverts the thing. 

Now hear his laboured fcheme of impious ufe : 
No fubftance can another e*er produce ; 
Subftance no limit, no confinement, knows, 750 

And its exiftence from its nature flows ; 
The fubftance of the Univerfe is one. 
Which is the felf-exiftent God alone. 
The fpheres of aether, which the world inclofc, 
And all th* apartments, which the whole CQm\jQ<s. % •ass 
1 4 '^"^'^ 
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The lucid orbs, the earth, the air, the main. 
With every different being they cont^n 5 
Are one prodigious aggregated God, 
Of whom each fand is part, each ftone and clod 
Stipreme perfections in each infe6): ihine, 
Each ihrub is facred, and each weed divine* 

Sages, no longer ^Egypt's fans defpife. 
For their cheap Gods, and favoury Deities ! 
No more their coarfe Divinities revile ! 
To leeks, to onions, to the crocodile. 
You might yottr humble adorations pay. 
Were you not Gods yourfehres, as well as thev. 

As much you pull Religion's altars down,. ' 
By owning all things God, as owning none : 
For ihould all beings be alike divine. 
Of worfliip if an objeft you afiign, 
God to himfelf muft veneration Ihew, 
Mud be the idol and the votary too 5 
And their aflcrtions are alike abfurd. 
Who own lio God, or none to be ador'd. . 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

THE introdufHon. No man happy, that has not' con- 
quered the fears of death. The inability of the 
Epicurean fchcme to accompli (h that end. ReVigion 
only capable of fubduing thofe fears. The hypo- 
thcils of Epicurus concerning the formation of the 
univerfe (hewn to be abfurd. I. In a more general 
furvey of the parts of' the univerfe^ II. By a rnore 
clofe and flri61: examination of his fchcme. The 
principle of motion not accounted for by that fcheme ; 
nor the determination of it one way. Pondus, gra- 
vity, innate mobiliiy, words without a meaning. 
Dcfcent of atoms ; upwards and downwards, a mid- 
dle or centre abfucdly alTcrted by Epicurus in infinite 
fpace. HJs4iypotheris not to be.fupported, whether 
his matter be luppofed finite or infinite. His ridi- 
culous alTertion relating to the diurnal and annual 
motion of the fun. The impollibility of forming the 
world by the cafual concourie of atoms. They could 
never meet if they moved with equal fpeed. Primi- 
tive atoms, being the fmallcft parts of matter, would 
move more (lowly than bodies of greater bulk, which 
have more gravity 5 yet thefe are abfurdly fuppofed to 
move the fwifteft. His aflertion, that fome primicive 
atoms have a dire£l^ and others an inclinui% tcvo\\oy^> 
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implies a contradiftion. Lucrctius's explanatlot 
of this inclining motion of fomc firft atoms not in- 
telligible. The inexplicable difficulty of Hopping 
the atoms in their flight, and cauling them to lcttl< 
in a formed world. The ponderous earth not to b< 
fuftained in liquid air. The Epicurean formation o 
the heavens very ridiculous. No account given h] 
the Epicureans how the fun and ftars are upheld ii 
fluid aether. Their idle account of the formation o 
the air. The variAy of figure and fize given h) 
Epicurus to his atoms, a convincing proof or wifdoir 
and defign. Another proof is the difproportion ol 
the moift and dry atoms in the formation of th< 
earth. His ludicrous and childifh account of the 
formation of the hollow for tlie fea. No accouni 
given by Epicurus, or his followers, of the moiioD 
of the heavenly orbs, particularly of the fun. 



/^ ARUS, we grant, no man is bleft, but he 
^^ Whofe mind from anxious thoughts of death is 
Let laurel wreaths the vi6lor*s brows adorn, [frcfi. 

Sublime through gazing throngs in triumph borne { 
L,ct acclamations ring around the Ikies, 5 

While curling clouds of balmy incenfc rife 5 
.Let fpoils immenfc, let trophies gain'd in war. 
And conquerM kings, attend his rolling car ; 
If dread of death ftill unfubdued remains, 
And fccret o'er the vanquifli'd vi£l:or reigns, 18 

Th' illuftrious flave in endlefs thraldom bears 
A heavier chain than his led captive wears. 

With fwiftcfl wing the fears of future fate 
Elude the guards, and pafs the palace-gace ; >! 

Tmcif< 
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Traverfe the lofty rooms, and uncontroPd 

Fly hovering round the painted roofs, and bold 

To the rich arras cling, and perch on buft of gold j 

Familiar horrors haunt the monarch's head. 

And thoughts ill-boding from the downy bed z^ 

Chace gentle fleep ; black cares the foul infefl. 

And broiderM flars adorn a troubled bread ; 

In vain they alk the charming lyre, in vain 

The flatterer's fweeter voice, to lull their pain j 

Riot and wine but for a moment pleafe j zj 

Delights they oft' enjoy, but never eafe. 

What are diftinftion, honour, wealth, and ftate, 
The pomp of courts, the triumplis of the great ; 
The- numerous troops, that envy'd thrones fecure. 
And fplendid enfigns of imperial power ? 30I; 

What the high palace, rear'd with vaft expence, 
Unrival'd art, and luxury immenfe. 
With (latues grac'd by ancient Greece fupply'd, 
With more than Periian wealth, and Tyrian pride? 
What are the foods of all delicious kinds, 35. 

Which now the huntfnian, now the fowler, finds f 
The richefl: wines, which Gallia's happy fields 
Which Tufcan hills, or thine, Iberia, yield? 

Nature deprav'd abundance does purfue i- 
Her firil and pure demands afe cheap and few. 4^ 

What health promotes, and gives unenvy'd peace. 
Is all expencelefs, and procur'd with eafe. 
Behold the (hepherd, fee th* induftrious fwain,- 
Who ploughs the field, or reaps the ripen'd grains- 
How mean, and yet how tafteful is their fatfc\ ^^ 
Uow fwccc theii deep I their fouls \\ow iiw> itoxci c*^^^V 
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They drink the ftreaming cryftal, and efcape 
Th' inflaming juices of the purple grape 5 
And, to proteft their limbs from rigorous air, 
Garments, their own domeftic work, they wear : 
Yet thoughts of death tlieir lonely cots moled. 
Affright the hind, and break the labourer's reft- 

Since thefe refld&ions on approaching fate. 
Diftruft and ill-prefaging care create ; 
'Tis clear we drive for happinefs in vain, 
Wliile fears of death within infulting reign. 

But then Lucretian wits abfurdly frame. 
To fink thofc inbred fears, their impious fcheme. 
To chace the horrors of a confcious mind. 
They dcfperate means and wild expedients find ; 
The hardy rebels aiming to appeafe 
Their fierce remorfe, and dream a while at cafe, 
Of crying guilt th* avenging power 'difown> 
And pull their high Creator from his throne ; 
That done, they mock the threats of future pain, 
As monftrous fi6Hons of die poet*s brain. 

Thy force alone, Religion ! Death difarms. 
Breaks all his dans, and every viper charms j 
Soften'd by thee, the grifly form appears 
JJo more the horrid object of our fears ; 
IVc undifmay'd this awful power obey. 
That guides us through the fafc, though gloom v w 
Which leads to life, and to the bled abode. 
Where ravifh'd minds enjoy, what here they own'< 



Regard, ye fages of Lucretian race, 
Nature's rich drefs, behold her lovely face* 



[^ 
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Look all around, terrcftrial realms furvey, 
The ifles, the rivers, and the fpacious fea ; 
Obferve the air, view with attentive eyes 1^ 

The glorious concave of the vaulted ikies; \ 

Could thcfe from cafual hits, from tumult thofe, arife? J 
Can rule and beauty from diftraftion grow? 
Can fymmetry from wild confufion flow ? 
When atomsin th* unmeafur'd fpace did rove, 
And in the dark for doubtful empire flrove j 
Did inter\ening Chance the feuds compofe, S5 

Eftablilh fricndfh^i, and difarm the foes ? 
Did this the ancient darkfome horrors cliacc, -^ 

Di(lin6tion give, and fprcad celeflial grace i 

O cr the black diftrifts of the empty fp\cc ? J 

Could atoms, which, with undire£^ed flight, 90 

voam'd through the void, and pang*d the realms of 
.)f reafon dcftitute, without intent, [i^ig^^t, 

)cpriv*d of choice, and mindlefs of event, 
1 order march, and to their pofts advance, 
^cd by no guide, but'Undefigning Chance ? 95 

Wliat did th' entangled particles divide. 
And fort the various feeds of things ally'd ? 
To make primeeval elements, fele£^ 
All the fit atoms, and th* unfit rejeft ? 
Piflinguilh hot from cold, and moid from dry, 100 
Range feme to form the earth, and fome the (ky ? 
From the embcace, and gloomy arms, of night, 
Whac freed the glimmering fire, and difengag'd the 

light ? 
Could Chance fuch juft and prudent meafures take ? 
fro frame. the. world, Aich dUlribuiioQ maWtl a^% 
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Jf to your builder you will condu6b give 
A power to chufe, to manage, and contrive 
Your idol Chance, fuppos'd inert and blindt 
Mufl: be inrol'd an a6tvie confcious mind. 
Did this your wife and fovercign architef^ 
.^ Defign the model, and the world ere6t ? 

Were by her (kill the deep foundations laid. 
The globes fufpended, and the heavens difplay'c 
By what elaftic engines did flie rear 
The ftarry roof, and roll the orbs in air ? 

On the formation of the earth refle6i ; 
Is this a blind fortuitous cffeft ? 
Did all the grolFer atoms, at the call 
Of Chance, file off, to form the ponderous ball 
And undetermined into order fall ? 
Did of themfelves th* aflcmbled feeds arrive 
And without art this artful frame contrive ? 
To build the Earth, did Chance materials chufe- 
And through the parts cementing glue diffufe ? 
Adjuft the frontier of the fca and foil. 
Balance and hang in air the finifli'd pile ? 
"Ye towering hills, whofe fnowy peaks arifc 
Above the clouds, and winter in the Ikies j 
Ye rocks, which on the fhores your heads advanc 
Are you the labour and tlie care of Cliancc ? 
To draw up ftones of fuch prodigious weight. 
And raife th* amazing heaps to fuch a height. 
What huge machine, what forceful inftrument^ 
Did your blind builder of the world invent ? 
Could it diftinguifli, could it Wall around 
The' damp and dark apartmems under ground ? 
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With rocky arches vault the hollow caves, 

And form the tracks of fubterranean waves ? 

Extend the different mineral veins, and fpread 

For rich metallic ores the genial bed ? 140 

What could prepare the gulphs to entertain 
Between their ihores the interpoiing main? 
Dif-join the land, the various realms divide, 
And fpread with fcatter'd ifles th' extended tide ? 
Regard th' unnumber'd wonders of the deep, 14^ 

Where confluent (breams, their race completed, flcep. 
Did Chance the compafs take, and in the dark 
The wide dimeniions of the ocean mark ? 
Then dig the ample cave, and flretch the ihores 
Whofc winding arms confine the Hquid (lores, 150 

Which gu(hing from the mountain to the main 
Through verdant vallies draw their humid train ? 
Did it de(ign the deep abyfs, and fpread 
The ancient waters on their central bed ? 
To the wild flood did fovereign Fortune fay, 15^ 

Thus far advance, and here thy billows ftay : 
Be this thy barrier, this enclofing fand 
Thou (hah not pafs, nor overflow the land ? 
And do the waves revere her high command ? 

D'xd chemic Chance the furnaces prepare, 160 "^ 

Raife all the lal>our-houfes of the air. 
And lay crude vapours in digeflion there > 
Where Nature is employed, with wondrous fltill. 
To draw her fpirits, and her drops didil ; 
Meteors for various purpofes to form, 165 

*rhc breeze to cheer, to terrify the ilorm; 
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Did Ihc extend the gloomy clouds on bigh. 
Where all th* amazing fireworks of the fky 
In unconcofted feeds fermenting lie ? 
TKl tht imprifon*d flames are ripe for birth. 
And ruddy -bolts exploded wound the earth ; 
What ready hand applies the kindled match. 
Which evening trains of un6luous vapours card 
Whence flioots with lambent flight tlie falling fli 
And flames unhurtful hovering dance in air ? 
What curious loom does Chance by evening fpre; 
With what fine ihuttle weave the virgin's thread, 
Which, like the fpklcr's net, hangs on the gralfy mcai 
I>ct us tire moulds to fafliion meteors know. 
How thefc produce the hail, and thofe the fnow ? 
What gave the exhalations wings to rife. 
To leave their centre, and poflefs the fkies ? 
Let us no longer mifllve weapons throw, 
But clofe the fight, and grapple with tliC foe ; 
Submit to reafon's ftrifteft tcft their fchtiue, iS 

And by mechanic laws purfue the huddle J frame. 
See, how th' ambitious architects dcTign : 
To rear the world without the power divine. 
As principles, the great contiivers place 
Unbounded matter, in unbounded fpace : sf^ 

Matter was firfl, in parts minute, endued 
With various figures, various magnitude.; 
Some, moving in the fpacious infinite, 
Defcribc a line oblique, and fome a right ; 
Fer, did not fome from a flrait courfu deflecV, i^ 

They could not meet, they could no world crc£l: 

7 vn^ 
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While unfatigucd from endlefs ages pafl:, 

They rangM the dark interminable wafte. 

Oft clafliing and rencountering in their flight. 

Some atoms leap afide, and fome upright ; 20« 

They various ways recoil, and fwiftly flow 

By mutual repercuflions to and fro, 

Till, Ihuffled a'nd entangled in their race. 

They clafp each other with a clofc embrace j 

Combined by concourfe, mingled and compreft, 205 

They grow in bulk, and complicated reft. 

Hence did the world and all its parts arife f 

Hence the bright fun and ftars, and hence the fkies ! 

Hence fprung the air, the ocean, and the earth I 

And hence all Nature had its cafual birth ! 2i« 

If you demand what wife direfting mind 
The wondrous platform of the world defignM j 
Did range, divide, and in their order place. 
The crude materials of th' unfafhion'd mafs ; 
IKd move, direft, and all the parts control, 215 

With perfeft (kill, to ferve the beauteous whole j 
Fortune to this high honour they advance. 
And no furveyor want, no guide, but Chance. 

Lucretian mafters, now to make it plain 
In building worlds how raw you are, and vain ; 22* 
Grant that before this mighty frame was rear'd, 
Before confufion fled, and light appeared, 
In the dark void and empty realms of night 
Your reftlefs atoms did purfue their flight ; 
And in their adverfe paths, and wild career, 22 < 

By chance rencounter, and by chance cohere ; 
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Thus clafpt in ftri£t embraces they produce 

Unnumbcr'd cafual forms for different ufe c 

You, who to clearer rcafon make pretence. 

Of wit refin'd, and eminent in fenfe ; 

Let us, vc fons of Epicurus, know 

The fpring, whence all thefe various motions floi 

What vigour pufli'd primaeval atoms on? 

Was it a foreign impulfe, or their own ? 

If 'twas a foreign delegated force. 

Which mov'd thofe Ixjdies, and control'd tlieir a 

Atlerting this, you your own fchcmc deflroy. 

And power divine, to form the world, empk)y. 

If from a moving principle within 

Your a£live atoms did their flight begioy 

That fpring, that moving principle explain. 

And in the fchools unrival'd you ihali reim - 

Declare its nature, and aflign its name ; 

For motion, and its caufe, are not the fame. 

We know, you Ml tell us, 'tis impulfive weigh 
Mobility, or power to move innate : 
Profound folution I worthy of your fchools. 
Where reafon in its boaded freedom rules. 
But thus you mock mankind, and language ufe 
Kot to inform tlie mind, but to amufe. 
Of motion we the principle denwind s 
You fay 'tis power to move, and there you ftand! 
But is it to explain, to change the name ? 
Is not the doubt in different words die iarae } 
Do you reveal the fpring of motion more, t 

By wifely calling that a moving power. 
Winch we had tcrm'd a principle before ? 
7 
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The youngeft head new-vers'd ii) retfoning knowiiy 

That motion muft a power to move fuppofe| 

*iVhich while in vain you labour to unfold, z^9 

You cleariy tell us, that Lucretians hold 

JVn a£^ive fpring, .«• principle approve, 

^i(lin£i from matter, which mufl matter move. 

.Matter, as fuch, ab{h'a£led in the mind, 

■^Vc from a power toTnove ^ivefted^nd, 165 

>lot more to motion, than to reil inclin'd; 

7he power, which motion does to matter give, 

^^e therefore mufl diflinft from both conceive 4 

A power to nature given by Nature's Lord, 

^When fird he fpoke tlic high creating word, 470 

W^iien for liis wo» Id materials he prepared, 

And on etch. part this energy conferr'd. 

Yc vain philofophcrs ! prcfumptuous racc1 
Who would the Great Eternal Mind difplace^ 
3*ake fmra the world its Maker, and advance ^75 

Xo his high throne your thoughtlefs idol Chance-: 
'/Ct us lU' enquiry by jufl: (leps.purfue $ 
«Vath motion we your atoms will endue, 
y c a(k, when in the fpacious void they "flray, 
•Vhy dill they beat one track, and move one way? 2S« 
^11 the fame fliglu why do then: parties take? 
Vhy thi^, or that way, no digreiTion make ? 

What will to this our Atomids reply ? 
*1\ey anfwer, by an innate gravity 
*iie ponderous bodies diU^re downward bome^ tt^ 
b.xid never upwards of themfclves return : 
k.oute and folid anfwer I fee a flight, 
WTorthy of fincft wit, and cleared fig]bt\ 
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Do not thcfc wife mechanic mafters know. 
That no man can conceive, or high or low. 
Nor find diftinftion of fupcrior place. 
Or of inferior, in the empty fpace 
UncircumfcribM, and ignorant of I>ound, 
And where no midft, no centre, can be found ? 

Perhaps, your mafter's doftrinc to fudain 
And matter's downward motion to explain. 
You with his famous Gallic friend aflTcrt, 
That is fupeiior, whence your atoms ftart, 
And that inferior in the empty fpace 
To which they all direft tlwiir rapid race. 

Now let us recolle£l, and what v ou fay 
At large, in one contra6led view furvey. 
You fay, your atoms move ; we alk you, why ? 
Becaufe it is their nature, you reply. 
But fince that native power you never fhcw. 
You only fay they move, becaufe they do : 
But let your atoms move, we bid you fay. 
Why they move this, and not a different way ? 
You tell us, 'tis from inbred gravity ; 
That is, you tell us, 'tis you know not whv. l 
Till what is gravity you let us know. 
By fenfclefs words how can we wifer grow > 
We give you this ingenitc, moving force, 
That makes them always downward take their cc'T» 
We then demand, which place inferior is 
Within the fpacious unconfin'd abyfs ? 
You fay 'tis that, to which the atoms bend 
Their fwift career, for fiill they muft c!cfcend| 
That is, they downward move, becaufe they (IoiB"| 
ward tend. 
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Let us, Lucretioj»6, now our taik purfue, 320 

And of your fcheme remaining wonders view. 
>ay> if your atoms of immortal race 
Urc equal and commcnlurate to fpace : 
!f fo, the boundlefs vafl immenfity 
Vhile thus pollefl: would full of matter be ; 325 

for in the vacant (as your fchools approve) 
ihould finite matter be fuppos*d to move, 
tet knowing liow to flop, or where to flay, ^ 

[tiunobftru^led mufl: purfue its way, y 

3e loft in void immenfe, and difllpated ftray j 330 J 
rhc fcattering bodies never would combine, 
4or to compofe a world by concourfe join. 
lut, if all fpace is full, if all poflcft, ^ 

JVhich fui'polition you embrace as beft, I 

Then crouded matter would for ever reft; , , J 

Mature no change of place had ever feen j -joj 
•Vhere all is full, no motion can begin j '■'^^^'^ 

'or, if it (hould, you *11 be.^ompell'd to fay, 
tody does body pierce, to force its way ; 
►x unconfin'd immenfity retreats, 34® 

*o give your atoms room to change their feats. 
k^nd here with us Lucretius does agree, ,. 
*liat, if fomc place from matter be not free, 
cm plenitude no motion could commence, 
fc-H would be ftagnate in the vaft immenfe. 345 

Jf it be faid, fmall parts of empty fpace 
h.irc interfpers'd through all the fpreading mafs, 
y which fome bodies give to others place ; 
'S^en matter, you muft grant, would fitiltt bt, 

id ftrctch unequal to immenfity j •?>s'^ 
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And then, as Epicurus judges rights 

It would for ever take a ufelefs flighty 

Loft in expaniion void and infinite. 

Bcfides, allowing through th' extended whole 

Small fcatter'd fpaccs not of body full, 35 j 

Then matter, you Lucretians muft agree^ 

Has not exiftence from ncceility ; 

For, if its being necellliry were, ^ 

Why are fome parts of fpace from matter clear ? r 

Why docs it here exift, and why not there ? 360^ 

Lucretians, now, which fide you pleafe, embrace : 
If in your void you finite fubftance place, 
'Tis dillipated through tli* immenfe abyfs. 
And you to form the world materials mifs ; 
You 'II not the progreft of your atoms ftay^ 345 

Nor to coHcftthe vagrants finda way. 
Thus too your mafbr's fcheme will be deftroy'd. 
Who, wholly to poflfcfe the bostodlefs void^ I 

;No lefs than matter infinite employed. J 

If you, in honour to your founder's (kill, 37^ 

The boundlefs void with boundicfs fubftance fill, 
Tl'hen tell us, how you can your bodies roll 
Through fpace, of matter fo compleatly full ? 
The force this fingle reafon does exert 
Will the foundations of your fcheme fubvert : 37y 
Nor were it needful to puifue the blow,- 
Or form a hc(h attack, unlefs to fhow 
How (light your works in every quarter, are,. 
How ill your huddled fentiments cohere. 

Br 
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Be this, O Greece, thy everlafting fhamc, 3 So ") 
That thoughtkfs Epicurus rais'd a name, > 

Who built by anlcfs Chance this mighty frame. J 
Could one whofe wit fuch narrow limits hound. 
Nature, thy depths unfathomable found? 
Of his fagacious thoughts to give a part, 385 

Does not this wife philofopher allert 
The radiant Sun 's extinguifli'd every night. 
And every morn, rekindled, darts his light ? 
That the vaft orb, which cads fo far his beams. 
Is fuch, or not much bigger, than he fecms > 390 

That the dimenfions of his glorious face 
Two geometric feet do fcarce furpafs ? 
Docs he not make the fickle winds convey 
The Sun revolving through his crooked way ? 
But, (ince his fchool has gainM fuch fpreading fame. 
And modern wits his mafler-ikili proclaim; 
Let us yet fanher carry this debate, 
And, as you aik, confer on matter weight, 
To make it move within the vafl abyfs, 
And downward too, ev'n where no downward is. 400 
Jf this be trus, as ycu Lucrctians fay. 
That atoms wing with ecjual fpeed their way. 
Then how could this that atom overtake ? • 
How could they clafli, and how colli fions make } 
If in a line oblique your bodies rove, 405 

Or in a perpendicular they move. 
If fome advance not flower in their race, . 

And fome more fwift fliould not purfue the chace, I 
How could chey be enung^ed, how etabtaiCAV S 

K 4 * '^■^ 
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'Tis demon (Iration, 'tis meridian light, a^ 

Thofe bodies nc*er could juftle, ne'er could fight, 
Nor by their mutual (hocks be ruffled in their flieht 

Since matter of a greater magnitude 
Mud be with greater gravity endued, 
Then the minuteft parts mud ftill proceed 
With lefs, the greater with the greater fpeed. 
Hence your firft bodies, which the fmallefl are. 
On which the fwifteft motion you confer, 
Muft be contented with the flowed pace. 
And yield to matter of more bulk the race, , 

How wondrous little mud thofe atoms be, 
"Which you endow with fuch velocity I 
Minute beyond conception, when we find 
Bodies fo fmall, where many are combin*d ! 
How many various figures mud we take. 
What numerous complications ufe, to make 
Some compound things, fo fmall of magnitude 
That all our fcnfes they with eafe* elude I 

Light exhalations, that from earth arife 
Attra£Ved by the fun-beams through the ikies 
Which rhc myderious feeds of thunder bear. 
Of winds, and all the meteors of the air ; 
Though they around us take their condant flicht 
Their little fizc efcapes the (harped fight. 
The fragrant vapours breath'd from rich perfumes ^ 
From Indian fpices, and Arabian gums, 
Though many years they flow, will fcarce abate 
The odoriferous body's bulk or weight. 

Thoueh antimonial cups, prcpar'd with mrt 
Their force to wine through ages ihould' impart j 4. 
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This diflipation, this profufe expence, 

Nor (brinks their fize, nor waftcs their ftorcs immenfe. 

The povvdcr which deftruftivc guns explode. 

And by its force their hollow wombs unload, 

When rarify'd of fpacc, pofTeffcs more^ 445 

Five hundred times, than what it fill'd before* 

The feeds of fern, which, by prolific heat 

Cheer*d and unfolded, form a plant fo great. 

Are lefs a thoufand times than what the eye 

Can unaffifted by the tube defcry. 450 

By glafles aided, we in liquor fee 

Some living things minute to that degree. 

That a prodigious number muft unite, 

To make the fmalleft objeft of the fight. 

How little bodies muft the light compound, 455 

Which by your maftcrs is corporeal ownM ; 
Since the vaft deluge of refulgent rays, 'k 

Which in a day the fun a thoufand ways I 

Through his wide empire lavilhly conveys, J 

Were they colleftcd in one folid mafs, 46a 

Might not in weight a fingle drachm furpafs ! 

At leaft thofe atoms wondrous fmall muft be, 
Small to an unconceivable degree ; 
Since though thefe radiant fpoils, difperft in air. 
Do ne*cr return, and ne'er the fun repair, 465 

Yet the bright orb, whence ftill new torrents flow, 
Docs no apparent lofs, no diminution know. 
Now, curious wits, who nature's work infpcft 
With rapture, with aftonifhment, refleft 
On the fmall fize of atoms, which unite 470 

To make the fmalleft panicle of Ug|btV 
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Then how minute pt^imxval atoms are, 

Fxx>m this account Lucretians may infer : 

Yet they on thefe, without regard to right. 

Confer the honour of the quickeft flight. 471 

Within the void, with what a fwift career 
Your rapid matter moves will thus appear. 
That all mixt bodies are in fpeed out-done 
By your firll atoms, you with eafe will own; 
For compound l)eings can no motion have, aU 

But what their lirft conftituent atoms gave : 
Then your primaeval fubftances exceed 
The fwift- wing'd wind, or fwifrer light, in fpeed. 
How foon the fun-beams at the morning's binh 
Leap down from heaven, and light upon the earth f4S5 
Prodigious flight ! they in few moments pafs 
The vail etherial interpoling fpace. 
Should you enjoin a rock fo hard a talk. 
It would more years, than light will minutes, ail. 
One atom then (fo you Ml be forc'd to fay) ^j© 

Muft rocks and hills and the whole globe outweigh ; 
Since it exceeds them by its fwifter flight. 
And fwifter motion fprings from greater weight. 

If nature's rule your atoms do enjoin ^ 

To move directly downward in a line ; ^gc > 

Say, how can any from that path decline > J 

Th' inclining motion then, which you fuppofe. 
Whence the firft concourfe of your atoms role, 
Muft the great maxim of your fchools fubvcrt. 
Which dill with one confederate voice ailcrr, ceo 

That matter by ncceflity dcfccnds 
Id iines dire6t| yet pan obli^j^uely tends* 



CREATiaN. Fb«iy, 13^ 

And thus your matter, by its native force. 
To different points would fteer a different courfe 1 
Determined by the fame hnpulfiTe weight, 505 

Move in a line oblique, and in- a ftraight. 

To heal your ry{h:ro*s deep and ghailly wound. 
Which this obje£Hoo gives,. Lucretius found 
A method; who a motion did invent 
Wot ftraighc entirely, nor entirely bent, 510 

Which forms a line to crooked fbmcwhat like,. 
Slanting almod, and,, as it were, oblique. 
\V)i6 does not now this wondrous bard adore } 
Secreafon*s conquering light, and wit's refiftlcfs power? 

If atoms, after their eternal dance, ^ 1 5 

Into this beauteous fobiick leapM by chance; 
If they combined by cafual oonoourfe ; fay,. 
What, in a free and unobftrufted way,. 
Did in a^fuU career your atoms day ? 
What mounds, what force, when ruibing from the height 
Of fpace immenfe, could (lop them in their flight } 
Why in their road did they not forward pals ? 
But fay, where now we find the fettled m«fs, 
Why did they ceafe from moving in defpite 
Of their own nature, and impelling weight? ett 

Had the wife troops fagacity to know, 
That, there arriv'd, tlnry ibould no further go ? 
That in this point of all the fpacious «Md, 
To form a world they were to be employed } 
Did they, in profpe6^ of fo great a good, 530 

In this one place of all the liquid road,. t 

Alltheiircnottroberioggiavity unkm^Ji^ \ 
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Fatigued, and fpent with labour infioite. 

Did they grow torpid, and unapt for flight ? 

Or, in th' embrace and downy lap of air cji 

Lull'd and enchanted, did they fettle there ? 

Grant in this fmgle place by chance they met. 
That there by chance they did their weight forget; 
It happcn'd there they form'd a nnighty mafs. 
Where yet no order, no diftinftion, was : zit 

Let this be fo ; we afk you to explain ^ 

The wondrous Power that did the parts fuftain, > 

For ftill their nature and their weight remain. J 

What from dcfcent fliould |X)nderous matter flay. 
When no more ponderous matter flops its way ? m 
Can airy columns prop the mighty bail. 
Its prefTure balance, knd prevent its fall ? 
And after this remains a mighty tafk. 
Which more than human ikill and power will afk 
The flrong myflcrious cements to unfold, 555 

Which atoms ftri6lly complicated hold. 

But let us leave the heap in air's embrace. 
To reft unmov'd within the empty fpace, 1 

Which knows no height, or depth, or middle place: J 
Tell, how you build the chamlxirs of the fkv, ;;j 

Extend the fphercs, and hang the orbs on high ? 
You fay, when matter tirft began to fall. 
And fettle into this tcrrcftrial l)all, 
Prefs'd from the earth thin cxiialaiions rofe. 
Vapours and ftcam:, nuitcrials to compofe tU 

The fpaciou' regions of the liquid air, 
The heavens, and all the luminaries there : 

Thifi 
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Thcfc vapours foon (miraculous event !), 
Shuffled by chance, and mix'd by accident, 

•Into fuch ranks and beauteous order fell, 545 

As no effeft of wifdom can excel. 
Hence did the planets, hung in aether, ftray ? 
Hence rofe the (lars, and hence the milky way I 
Hence did the fun along the ikies advance I 

■The fource of dav, hut fprung from night and chancel 

But who can (hew the legends, that record 
More idle tales, or fables fo abfurd ? 
Does not your fchcme affront ev'n vulgar fenfe ; 
That fpheres of fuch a vaft circumference. 
That all the orbs, which in the regions roll, 575 

Stretching from eaft to weft, from pole to pole, 
Should their conftru£);ure, and their beauty, owe 
To vapours prefs'd from this poor ball below ? 
From this fmall hea{$ could exhalations rife 

' Enough, and fit« to fpread and vault the fkies ? 5 So 
Lucretius -thus the manner has difplay'd 
How meteors, not how heavenly globes^ are made. 
But grant the fteams, which by expreffion rofe. 
Did all the fpheres and every orb compofe; 
Since their ingbnite gravity remains, 585 

What girder binds, what prop the frame fuftains ? 

The fun's bright beams^ which you of matter make. 
From Heaven their downward flight perpetual take t 
Why does not then his body, which outweighs 
By infinite degrees his golden rays, ^90 

By its own force precipitated fall, 
And hide in rains this terreftrial ball ? 
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Can air, unable to fudalD the light, 

Support the fuD of fuch fapcrior weight i 

And all the ponderous heavenly orbs fufpend 59$ 

Againfl their nature, which does downwanl ttnd ? 

Tell, wife Lucretius, tell the fecret^irc, 

Which keeps tshe heaiveos -and earth fo long apart. 
Thus too the air, >]>refe'd from tins roafs, you fav, 

^3etvyeen the>earth And fkies expanded hy ; ^600 

"Kot with intention that the folar light 

Through the thin gulph might t^ke an ci{y iBight.; 

Ot that^with nitrous food it ftould infpire 

The breathing lungs, and £eed the vitalise; 

But mere contingence did'the gulph extend, '6a$ 

Regardlefs of convenienee, ufe, or^nd. 

'l^ow, vaunting poet ! ihould it bc^£onfe^s'd, 

That from the eacth tl^ air is thus expcefsM.; 

'Since things by heavier things are upward throwDy 
«Which' tend with fhonger.gfaviution down i 6vo 

AVhy are the fun, and the fait orbs of light, 

All which fo far exceed the air 'in ^weiglit^ 

Hung from the centre at a greater height-? 

Why do not thefe their Nature's }«w obey, 
rRulh from above, and near the centre 'ftay. 

And make all lighter bodies give tbcm way ? 

Tell us, Lucretius, ^y they ne'er purfue 
This natural bent, and this rundoubced duc^ 

Since to the earth you give the middk .pkce, 
'To which all heavy things direct: their race 1 <ii9 

.If nothing does obflru£^, by certain fate 

Things would in ordef .of iksir difocMrW^ight 
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Lie round the earth, and make one n\ighty heap ; 

They would their place, as different flrau, keep. 

Hot would the air, or interceding iky, 615 

Between the diftant orbs and worlds divided lie 1 

^ther and air would claim the higheft plaee. 

The (lars and planets would the «anh cmbraccy 

As now the ocean floats upon its face. 

In vain you labour by mechanic rulea, 6.jo 

In vain exhauft the reafon of your fchools, 

Thefc quedions tx> refolve, and to explain 

How feparate worlds were made, and feparate ftill xemain* 

Since to your uncompounded atoms you 
Figures in number infinite allow, ^^^ 

From which, by various combination, fprings 
This unconfin*d div«riicy of things ; 
Are not, in this, deiign and counfel clear ? 
IDoes not the wife Artificer appear. 
Who the corporeal particles endued 649 

With different (hape, and different magnitude. 
That from their mixtures all things might have birth. 
In the wide fea, and air, and heaven, and earth ? 
To all thefe figures of diftinguifii'd kind. 
And different fizes, are not ends affign'd > €4^ 

Then own their caufe did wGt with wi(b intent. 
Which did thofe fxzes fquare, and every fliape invent. 

When atoms iirft the world began to fnmtf 
Is it not ftrange that every number came 
Of fuch a figure, and of foch a fize, J&50 

As fervM to found the earth, and fpread the ikies i 
Had they not met in fuch piopoition, were 
Their f«m 4uid iui»bcr noc«s nqw ckcv m^ 

\ 
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In a rude mafs they had confus*dly join'd. 
Not in a finiih'd world, like this, combin'd. 655 

rDid thefe aflcmhlcd fubftances refloft. 
That here a beauteous frame they muft ettGt ? 
Did they a general council wifely call. 
To lav the platform of each mighty ball ? 
To fettle prudent rules, and orders make, '66« 

tin rearing worlds, what methods they fhould take? 
To every atom was his talk enjoin'd ? 
His poft, and fcllow-labouters, aflign'd ? 
.Did they confent what parts they fhould compofe 5 
That thefe (hould aether make, or water thofe ? 665 
;That fome fliould be the moon, and fome the earth } 
Thofe give the fun, and thefe the planet birth ? 
If all thefe noble worlds were undclign*d, 
And carry'd on without a Confcious Mind ; 
Oh, happy accident 1 aufpicious chance I 670 

^hat in fuch order made the work advance I . 
At length to fuch admir'd perfeftion brought 
The finiih'd ftru£lure, as it had been wrought 
With art tranfcendent and confummate thought I 

Since 'tis an outrage done to common fenfc 675 

To fix a central point in fpace immenfc ; 
Why is a middle to the earth aflign'd. 
To which your ponderous bodies arc inclined ? 

Befides, reflet how this terieflrial mafs 
Does the whole fea a thoufand times furpafs ; 69o 

Which in a line, if drawn directly down. 
More than a mile in depth is rarely known. 
Now if by chance more watery atoms came 
Than earthy» to compofe this wondrous frame s 

4 Or 
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Or had they both in equal number met, 6S5 

Which might as well have been, had Chance thought fitj 
Or if the watery (we no farther prefs) 
Were but an hundred times in number lefs ; 
This globe had lain, if not a general flood. 
At lead a fen, a mafs of ooze and mud, i^* 

With no rich fruit, or verdant beauty, blefl^ 
Wild and unpeopled, or by man, or bcaft. 

Who will our orb's unequal face explain. 
Which Epicums made all fn[u>oth and plain } 
How did thy rocks, O Earth ! thy hills, arife ? €95- 
How did thy ^ant fons invade the fkics ? 
Lucretius, that it happened thus, replies. 

Now give us leave, great Poet, to demand. 
How the capacious hollow in the land 
Was firft produc'd, with cafe to entertain 7o# 

All the afTembled waters of the main > 
When earth was made, this hollow for the fea 
Was form'd ; btrt how it happen 'd fo to be ? 
It on a time fell out, that every wave 
Forfook the earth, and fiird the mighty cave, 70$ 

Which happened opportunely to be there, 
Where now their heads the rolling billows rear. 
it then fell out, that flones did rocks compofe. 
That vales fubiided, and that hills arofe. 
Thus the formation of the world you know; 71 • 

So all events fell out, and all things happened fo. 

Can tales more fenfelefs, ludicrous, and vain, 
By winter-fires old nurfes entertain ? 
Docs this unfold how all things lirfl were made 
WiUuwc -divine and fuperoatural aid } *\ ^ s 



146 B LAC KM ORE'S POEMS. 

J lis penetration has Lucretius fliown, 
By faying things proceed from Chance alone, 
As tlicir efficient caufe, that is, from none? 
Put let your troops, which rang'd the plains of 
And through the vacant wing'd their carclefs flig 
The high command of ruHng Chance obev; 
Unguided and unconfcious of the wav, 
I-et them advance to one determin'd place, 
Prefcrih'd by Chance, in all th* unmcafur'd fpacc 
Their proper (lations undircdled tiod, 
To form a worhl that never was dcfign'd ; 
Let all the rolling glol)cs, and fpacious ikies. 
From happy liifs of heedlcfs atoms rife j 
Be^hus the earth's unmov'd foundations laid. 
Thus the thin rct^ions of the air difnlavM ; 
Chance (hall the planetb in their place fufpcnd, 
Ketwecn thofc woiids th' cthcrial plains extend; 
DirccT- the fun to that convenient feat, 
WhcijCvi lie difplays lii5> luRrc and his heat. 
'I'his labour, all this piogrcfs, is in vain, 
IJnlefs the orbs their vaiious motions gain : 
For let the fun in buoyant ajtlicr float, 
Nor nearer to the earth, nor more remote ; 
Yet di^l his orb unmov'd its lx:ams diflufe. 
He W fure dciliuftion to the earth produce { 
One half for heat, and one for cold, wouUI prar, 
This would abhor the night, and that the dav : 
Did lij not yearly through the zodiack pafs. 
Were he not conflant to his daily race, 
He would not, by alternate Ihadc and light. 
Produce the iiecdtui change of day and night: 
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the various fcafons of the year, 
'.vbhvtig, liie artil d^fj^ppear. 
dcRcious Atottiifts corictivc, 
lie -(iiiii couM tliis jufl: impulfe give, 7$«i 
he fource of day fo fwiftly flics, 
;ceps, and travcrfcs the Ikies ? 
'ou, whence theTc conilrant motions flow* } 
:d head? reply, they happen'd fo ? 
he folar orb, fiift mov'd by chance, 755 

an<) foutb, and ead and weft, advance ; 
hy firft in theie dctermin*d ways 
i move } Why thence he never ftrays ? 
e ne*er, (ince time began^ decline 
ii)irnal, or hi$ annual line ? 7^ 

dQss 6ckle Fortune fleer 
It orb, that it Ihpuld never err } 
er flart atide, and never Aray ? 
ithlefs xther mlfs hi^ way ? 
be ne'er beyond the tropicks go ? 76 c 

evolve } why travel to and fro } 
ife phiiofopher content, ^ 

e naotions canic l^y accident, C 

undeCgn'd, fortuitous event * } 

luggiih fun you 'II not didurb, 77^ 

give to this tcrreilrial orb j 

earth we the fame queftion aik, 

xplain^ yiqu have as hard a talk. 

ace this frame, thefe artful fcenes enCtf 

<w% not wprk$ lefs artful to effect ? 77^ 

uuuc engines e'er produce, 

r tube of idbrottomic ufe ? 

L 1 V/\xi 
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Why do not vcffels, built and rigg'd by Chance^ 

Drawn in long order, on the billows dance ? 

Might not the Sovereign Caufe with greater cale 

A navy build, than make the winds and leas ? 

Let atoms once the form of letters take 

By Chance, and let thofe huddled letters mak« 

A finifh'd poem by a lucky hit, 

'Such as the Grecian, or the Mantuan, writ $ 

Then we *11 embrace the do£lrines you advance. 

And yield the world*s fair poem made by f^Katr^, 
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CREATION. 
BOOK V. 

THE ARGUMENT* 

The introdu6tion. A defcriptioii of the calamitous 
ftate of mankind, by reafon of innumerable woes 
and fulferings to which they are obnoxious. Difeafes 
of the body. Trouble and grief of mind. Violence 
and opprcllion. The viciUuude of human affairs^ 
and the certain profpeft of death. Whence it ap- 
pears that it fuits the ftare of mankind, and therefore 
IS defirable, there (hould be a God. Arguments 
againft the Fatalifts, who aflTert the eternity of the 
world. There mufl be granted fome felf-exiftent and 
independent being. The corporeal world cannot he 
that being : proved from its mutability, and the va- 
jriety of forms riling and difappearing in the feveral 
parts of nature ; from the pollibility of conceivinjr^ 
v^ithout any confequent contradiftion, lefs or more 
parts in the world, than are aftually exiftent ; fionk 
tlie poflibility of plants and animals havrag had dif- 
ferent fhapesy and limbs, from what they now have. 
The pretended fatal chain of things not felf-exiftenc 
and independent ; becaufe all its links or parts are 
dependent, and obnoxious to corruprion. Fate, a word 
without fenfe or meaning. Two more arguments- 
againft the eternity of the world, from the contem- 
plation of the light of the fun, and of motion* 
AriAocle's fclieme confidered and confyued. 
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A H, haplefs monal man ! ah, rigid fate ! 
•^ ^ Wliat cares attend our fhort, uqcertain ftate 
Hqvv wiile a front, how deep and black a rear, 

What fad varieties of grief and fear, 
Drawn in array, exert their fatal rage, 
And gall obnoxious life through every flai^e, 
From infancy to youth, from youth to age ! 

v\' ho can compile a roll of all our woes ? 
Our friends arc fjithlefs, and fincere oUr foes ; 
7'he poifon'd arrows of an envious tongue 
In-.provc our errors, and our virtues wrong | 
Th' (>pi»icnbr now with arbitrary might 
Tramples on law, and ^..1/; us of our right ; 
Dangers unfcen on every fiJ'j invade. 
And fnaies o'er all th* unfaithful ground are laid. 

OtV wounds from foicign violence we feel, 
Now fiom the ruffian's, now tiie warrior's, fieclj 
Bv hruiics or by lal)Our we are pain'd ; 
A bone disjointed, or a fmew ftrain'd ; 
Now fcflcring fores afHi£i: our tortur'd limbs; 
Now to the yielding heait the gangrene climbs. 

Acute dillempers fierce our veins alFail,. 
Ruih on with fury, and by ftorm prevail ; 
Others with thiift difpenfc their ftorcs of grief. 
And by the fap prolong the fiege of hfc j 
While to the grave we for deliverance cry. 
And, promis'd ftill, are flill denied to die. 

See Colic, Gout, and Stone, a cruel train^ 
Oppos'd by a.U the healing ra<;c in vain 5 
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Their various racks and lingering plagues employ, 

Relieve each other, and by turns annoy, 

And, tyrant like, torment, but not dcfrroy. 

We noxious infe^ls in our bO\Vels feed. 

Engender deaths, and dark deftru6^ion breed. 

The Spleen vvitli fullen vapours clouds the brain, 35 

And binds the fpirits in its heavy chain : 

However the caufe fantaflic may appear, 

Th* cffc8: is real, and the pain fincere. 

Hydropic wretches by degrees decay. 

Growing the more» the more they wafte away j 40 

By their own ruins they augmented lij, 

With thirft and heat araidft a deluge fry : 

And while in floods of water thefe expire. 

More fcorching perifh by the Fever's tire ; 

Stretch'd on our downy, yet uneafy beds, 45 

We change our pillows, and wc raife our heads,- 

From fide to fide lor reft in vain we turn. 

With cold we fliivcr, or with heat we burn ; 

Of night impatient, we demand the dav; 

The day arrives, and for the night u'c uray j ^o 

The night and day faccefTive come and go, 

Our lading pains no interruption kr.cw. 

Since Man is born to fo much woj and care, 
Mull dill new terrors dread, new forrows bear ; 
Docs it not fuit the ftate of human kiiul, 55 

There fiiould preliJc a giM)d Almightv Mind ? 
A Caufc bupreme, that might all naiure fleer, 
Avert our danger, anvl prevent our "fear ; 
Who, when implor'd, might timely fuccour give. 
Solace our anguiih, and our wants vcV\c\c \ 

L 4 ^^<^x^^ 
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Father of comfort, might our fouls fufl-aiD 
When prcft with grief, and mitigate our pain ? 

'Tis certain fomething from all ages paft 
Without beginning was^ and ftill will laft; 
For if of time one period e'er had been 
When nothing was, then nothing could begin.. 
That things Ihould to themfclves a being give, 
Reluftant reafon never can conceive,. 
If you affirm, efFe£ls themfelve« produce. 
You (hock the mir:d, and contradi6lion chufe • 
For they, 'tis clear, muft aft and move, before 
They were in bcinij;, or had motive power j 
As active caufes muft of right at once 
Exiftcncc claim, and as eifc6la renounce. 
Then fomething is, which no beginning had, 
A caufclefs Caufe, or nothing could be made 
Which muft by pure neceffity cxift. 
And whofc duration nothing can refid. 

Let us enquire, and fcarcii by due degrees^ 
What, who, this Sclf-exillent being is. 

Should this mateiial world's capacious frame 
UncausM and independent being claim ; 
It would, thus form'd and fafhion'd as we fee. 
Derive exigence from nectflity, 
And i\\Li to ages unconfin'd muft laft 
Without tlie leaft diverfity or wafte. 
Neceftlty,. view'd with attentive thought, 
Pocb [iWin 'i-.i.y }i\i iljtv denote. 
That thin js Ihojld no^ exift, which actual .nrc. 
Ox in another ihapc^ or dift'ercnt inudcs appear. 
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But fee, in all corporeal Nature's fccne, 
What changes, what diveriities, have been !' 
Matter not long the fannfe appearance makes,. 
But fhifts her old, and » new figure takes : 
If now ihc lies in Winter's rigid arms, ^ 5 

Diflionour'd, and dcfpoil'd of all her charms, 
Soft vernal airs wiU looie th' unkind embrace,. 
And genial dews renew her withered face ; 
Like fabled nymphs transformed, ihe 's now a tree, 
Now weeps into a flood, and (Vreaming ieeks the Tea $ 1 c# 
She 's now a gaudy fly, before a worm-. 
Below a vapour, and above a dorm ; 
This ooze was late a nionfter of the mainf. 
That turf a lowing grazer of the plain, 
A lion this did o'er the foreft reign. 
Regard that fair, that branching laurel-plant, 
Behold that lovely blufhing amarant; 
One might have William's broken frame aifum'd. 
And one from bright Maria's dull have bloom 'd. 
Thefc (hifting fcenes, thefe quick rotations, ihow 
Things from neceffity could never flow. 
But mud to mind and choice pvecarious being owe. 

Let us fuppofe that Nature ever was, 
Without beginning, and without a caufe^ 
As her firft order, difpoiition, frame, ij j. 

Muft then fubfift unchangeably tlie fame ; 
So mufl our mind pronounce,, it would not be 
Within the reach of poflibility, 
That e'er the world a being could have had 
Di&icnc. fcorn. what it ia^ or. could be made 1 1«- 
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Of more or Icfs, or other parts, than thofe 

Which the corporeal univcrfc compofe. 

Now, Fatalift, wc afk, if thofc fubvcrt 

Reafon's cftablifti'd maximsy who afllcrt 

That wc the vvorld*s exigence may conceive, 1*5 

Though wc one atom out of Nature leave ; 

Though fome one wandering orb, or twinkling ftar, 

Were abfent from the heavens, which now is tliere ; 

Though fome one kind of plant, or fly, or worm. 

No being had, or had another's form ? 130 

And might not other animals arifc. 
Of different figure, and of ditferent fizc ? 
In the wide womb of poflibility 
Lie many things, which ne'er may aftual be 5 
And more produ£lions of a various kind 135 

Will caufe no contradiftion in the mind. 
' ris ponil)le the things in Nature found 
Might ditftTcnt forms and diiterent parts have own'd: 
The boar mivj^t wear a trunk, the wolf a horn. 
The peacock's train the bittern might adorn ; 140 

Strong tuiks might in the horfe's mouth have grown. 
And lions might have fpots, and leopards none. 

Hut, if the world knows no fuperior caufe. 
Obeys no fovereign's arbitrary laws; * 
If abfolute neceffity maintains 145 

Of cauTes and effects the fatal chains; 
What could one motion flop, change one event ? 
It would tranfcend the wide, the vail extent, 
The utmoil flretch of poffibility. 
That things, from what they are, (hould difagrte. i^t 

\ 
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If, to elude this reafoning, you reply, 
Things what they arc, are by npcelTity; 
Which never elfe fo aptly could confpirc 
To ferve the whole, and Nature's ends acquire ; 
To form the beauty, order, harmony, 160 

Which we through all tiie works of Nature fee : 
Ready we this afl'crtion will allow, j 

For what can more exalted wifdom Ihow ? 
With zeal we this neceiTity defend 
Of means directed to their ufcful end ; 165 

But 'tis not that which Fatalifts intend. 
Nor that wliich we oppofe in this dcbaie. 
An uncontrol'd ncceihty of fate, 
XVhich all things blindly docs and muft produce, ^ 
Ur.confcious of their goodnefs and their ufe, 
Which cannot ends defign, nor means convenient 
chufe. i7«^ 

If you perfift, and fondly will maintain 
Of caufcs and effcfis an endlcfs train ; 
That this fuccclTive feries ftill has been. 
Will never ceafe, and never did begin; 
That things did always, as they do, proceed, 17 

And no Firft Caufe, no wife Dire£kor, need ; 
Say, if no links of all your fatal chain 
Free from corruption and unchang'd remain j 
If of the whole each part in time arofe. 
And tj a caufe its borrowM being owes ; i?> 

How then the whole can independent be ? 
How have a being from ncccffity ? 
Is not the whole, yc learned heads, the fame 
WUh all the parts, and different b\a 'm n^^mt \ 
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Could e'ier that whole the lead perfe6bion (how, 1S5 
Which from the parts, that form it, did not flow ? 
Then, tell us, can it firom its parts derive, 
What in themfelves thofe parts had not to give ? 

Farther to clear the fiibje£i in debate^ 
Inform us, what yoa underdand by Face. 199 

Have you a jud idea in the mmd 
Of this great caufe of things by you aiTign'd ? 
If you the order and dependence mean 
By which efFe£ls upon their caufes lean. 
The long fucceflion of th' efficient train, >f 5 

And 6rm coherence of th' extended chain ; 
Then Fate is nothing but a mode of things^ 
Which from continued revolution fprings j 
A pure relation and a mere refpe^t 
Between the caufe effe6live and th* efTefb. 2o» 

If caufes and effe^s themfelves are that 
Which your clear-lighted fchools intend by FatC| 
Then Fate by no idea can be known^ 
*Tis one thing only, as a heap is one ; 
You no didinguiih'd being by it mean, 2#5 

But all th^ elFe6ks and caufes that have been* 
If you aflert, that each efficient caufe 
Muft a6t by fix'd ineviuble laws 1 
If you affii-m this necelTary (late,. 
And tell us this neceflity is Fate f 2:19 

When will you blefs the: world with light to fee 
The fpring and fource of this necedity ? 
Say, what did fa difpofe, fo things ordain 
To fioroL tke linka of all the cafual chain^ 

Thar 
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«? That Nature by inevitable force 115 

it 'Should run one ring^ and keep one fleady couife } 
% That things muft needs in one fet order flow» 
If And all events fttuft happen as they do ? 

Can you no proof of your afTertion find } 

Produce no reafon to convince the mind, «»• 

That Nature this determined way mud go ? 
ii= Are all things thus, becaufe they fnuil be A> ? 

We grant with eafe there is nccefBty, 

The Source of things (hould felf-exiftent be* 

But then He 's not a neceflary caufe { zt^ 

He freely a£ts by arbitrary laws : 

Mc gave to beings motive energy. 

And a6kive things to paiRve did apply; 

lln fuch wife order all things did difpc^e. 

That of events necefHty arofe ^ «3« 

Without his aid, fay, /how you will tnalntain 
I Your fatal link of caufes ? Hence 'tis plain. 

While the word Fate you thus afte6^ to ule, 

'You coin a fenfelefs term, th* unwary to amufe. 139 
You, who aiTert the world did ne'er commence, 

"prepare againfl this resdbning your defence. 

If folar beams, which throu^ th' expaniion dart, 

Corporeal are, as learned fchools alTert ; 

Since ftiU theyflow, and no fupply repays 135 

The lavifii Sun lus diilipated rays ; 

•Grant, that his radiant orb did ne'er begin, 

^nd that his motions have eternal been. 

Then, by eternal, infinite expence, 

Bj iinrecniitcd walle^ 4uid Ipoils inunenie, «4o 
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By certain fate to flow cleftruftion dioorti^^, 

His glarious ftock long fincc had been cohfum'd 5 

Of light unthrifty, and profufe of day. 

The ruin*d globe had fpent his latcft rajr, 

Difpers'd in beams cfemally djfplay'd, 

H«d ioft in aether roam'd, and logic in atoms ftray* 

Grant, that a grain of maitcr would pocv^eigh 
The JigliP the fun difpcnfes in a day 
Through all the ftages of his heavertly way ; 
Tb^t in a year the golden torrents, fcnt 
From the bright founcc, its loires fcaroe" augn>eht| 
Yet without end if you the wafte re^xeat, 
Th' eternal lofs grows infinitely great. 
Then, fliould the fyn of finite bulk' foftain 
In every age the lofs but of a grain j 
If wc fuppofe thofe ages infini^^f 
Could there remain one particle of light i 

ReAc£l, that motion mufl abs|te its force^ 
As more or lefs. obftrufted in irs courfc ; 
That all the heavenly orbs, while turning round. 
Have fome rcfiftance from the medium found ; 
Be that refiilance ne'er fo faint and weak, 
If 'tis eternal, 'twill all motion break ; 
If in each age you grant the Icaft decreafe. 
By infinite fucceffion it mufl cei»re. 
Hence, if the orbs have Aill refilled been 
By air, or ligh^ or sther ne'er fp thin ; 
Long fince their motion mud have been fupprcfl, 
'^*--' ftars had Aood, the fun had lain at reft; 

^ fo wild. a fcheme, you Faralifts have drefs* 
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Let us the wife pofitions now furrey 
Of Ariftotlc's fchool, who *s pleased to fay 
^ Nothing can move itfelf, no inward power 
To any betne motion can procure. 
Whate'er is mov'd, its motion muft derive 175 

From fomething clfc, which muft an impulfe give : 
. And yet no being motion could begin ; 
.^ Elfe motion might not have eternal been. 
That matter never did begin to move. 
But in th' immenfe from cndftfs ages llrovc^ 
The Stagyrite thus undertakes to prove. 
He fay«, of motion time the meafure is j 
Then that *s eternal too, as well as this. 
Motion through ages without limit flows. 
Since time, its meafure, no beginning knows. a8j 

This feeble bafc upholds our Author's hopes. 
And all his mighty fuperftru£lure props. 
On this he all. his towering fabric rears. 
Sequel on fc(|uel heaps, to reach the fphcrcs. 
But if this (ictinition you deny 290 ^ 

Of time, on which his building does rely, \ 

' You bring his lofcy Babel from the fky ; J 

A tlioufand fine deductions you confound, ^ 

Scatter his wade philofophy around, ( 

And level all his ftruC^ure with the ground. 295 J 
We then tliis definition thus defeat : 
*Time is no meafure, which can motioa meet ; 
^or men of reafoning faculties will fee, 
• ^That time can nothing but duration be 
^yf beings ; and duration can fuggeft V^<^ 

^toJodiing or of their motion, or t\^i le^; 
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Onlv prolongM exiflcnce it implies, 

Whether the thing is mov'd, or quiet lies. 

This fingle blow will all the J^lle fubverr. 

So proudly rais'd, but with fo little art. 305 

But, fince the Author has fuch fame acquired. 
And as a God of fcience been admir'd, 
A llri£ier view we *11 of his fyftem take. 
And of tlie parts a fliort examen make. 
Let us obferve, what light his fcheme affordsy 310 

His undigeftcd heap of doubtful words. 
Great Stagyrite, the loft enquirer fhow 
The fpring, whence motion did for ever flow j 
Since nothing of itfclf e'er moves or flrives. 
Tell what begins, what the firft impulfe gives. 31$ 

Hear how the man, who all in fame furmounts. 
For motion's fpring ar;d principle accounts. 
To his fupremc, unmovM, unac\ivc God, 
He the firft fphere appoints, a bleft abode { 
Who fits fupincly on his azure throne, ju 

In contemplation of himfelf alone ; 
Is wholly mindlefs of the world, and void 
Of providential care, and uhcmploy'd. 
To all the fpheres inferior are allign'd 
<5ods fubakern, and of inferior kind : -j- 

On thefe he folf-exiftence docs confer. 
Who, as the God fupreme, eternal are ; 
With admiration mov'd, and ardent love. 
They all their fpheres around in order move ; 
And from thefe heavenly revolutions flow jji 

All motions, which are found in things below. 

3 t 
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If you demand hf what impulfive force 

•f he Under-Godsbcgiir their (Tircling courfc : 

He fays, as things dclirablc excite 

Deiire, and ob5e6b move the appetite; 335 

So his firft God, by kindling ardent love, 
* Does all the Gods in feats inferior more r 

Thus mov*d, they move around their mighty fphcrcs. 

With, their refulgent equipage of ftars ; 

From fphere to fphere communicate the dance, 340 

Whence all in heavenly* harmony advance 5 

And from this motion propagated rife 

AU motions in the earth, and air, and ikies* 
And thus by learhed Ariflotle's mind 

All things were formM, yet notWng was delign*d. 345 
J He owns no -choice, na arbitrary will, 

l^o artid's hand, and no exerted fkill; 

All motion flows from necefTary fate. 

Which' nothing does refift, or can abate ; 

Things fink and rife, a being lofe or gain 350 '^ 

In a coherent, undiflblving chain 

Of caufcs and cfFefts, which Nature's courfe fuftain. 
- Th* unmoveablc Supreme the reft does move. 

As proper objects raife deiire and love ; 

They, mov'd without their choice, without confent, 355 

Move all their fpheres around without intent : 

Whate*er he calls his moving caufe, to chufe 

He gives that caufe no power, or to refufe. 

And thus from fate all artful order fprings, 
7his rear'd the world, this is the rife of things. ^6« 

Now give us leave to aflc, great StagytvxtX 
3I0W the £rft God tb' iiiferior does exciter 

M <^' 
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Of his own fubftancc docs he parts convey, 

Whofe motive force the Under-Gods obey } 

If fo, he may be chang'd, he may decay. 565 

But if by flcadfaft gazing they are mov'd. 

And admiration of the objeft Wxl j 

Tf thofe below their motive force acquire 

From tlie ftrong impulic of divine defire ; 

Tell us, what good your God Supreme can grant, • 

Which thofe beneath, to make, them happy, want. 

If admiration of tiic God Supreme, 

And heavenly raptures, fliould sl^eir breads inflame, 

Is that of motion a redftlefs caufe, 

Of motion conftant to eternal laws ? m> 

Might not each fecond Qod.ina6)Jve lie 

On his blue fphcrc, and fix his raxri&'d eye 

On the Supreme Unmoveablc,, and ne'er 

Be forc'd to roll around his (olid fphere ? 

Say, how could wonder drive them from their place?. 

How in a circle make them run their race ? 

How keep them flcady in ono certain pace-? ', 

He this a fundamental maxim lays. 
That Nature wifely afts in all her ways ; 
That flie purfues the tilings which moft conduce 3I 
To order, beauty, decency, and ufc. 
Who can to rcafon tlus affront endure ? 
Should it derlfion caufe, or anger more. 
To hear a deep philofopher aflcrt 
That Nature, not endued with (kill or art, :ii 

Of liberty of choice, of reafon void» 
Still wifely afts, whcre-cvcr (he's employ U? 
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^ Can a£timl9 be dendminated wife, 
^ Which from a brute ncceffity arife, 
^ Which the blind agent never did intend, 395 

The meani unchofch, and unknown the end ? 

On this be laid the ftrefs of this debate ; 
What wifely afts can rievet id: by fate. 
Tht Aeans and -end mud firft be underftood ; 
. ^he means, as proper j and thfe end, as good j j^oo 
\ T^hc a6t rauft be exerted with intent 
By uiing means to gain the wifti'd event. 
^ But can a fenfdtJft and unconfcious cauft, 
Ay "foreign impulfc rtiov'd, and fatal laws. 
This thing as gcfdd, and- that as fit,- refpe^!, 405 

Deiign the end, and then the means eleft ? 
Katurc, you grant, can no event intend. 
Yet that ihe a6h with prudence you pretend : 
So Nature wifely a6b, yet afts without an end ! 
. Yet while this Pirincc of fcitfnce does declare 41^ 
Thtt nieains or ends were nevet Nature's care. 
That things, which feem with perfe£l art contrived. 
By the refirtlefs force of fate aTiiv*d ; 
Thk cautious mailer, to fecure his fame. 
And *fcape the Acheiffa ignominious name, 415 

3>xd to his Gods of all degrees allow 
Counfel, deiign, and power to chtrfe and know. 
Yet, iince he 's pleas'd fo plainly to afleft, 
Hi^ Gods no a6t of reafoning power exert, 
Ho mark of choice, or arbftrary will, 420 

Smploy'd no prudence, and exprefs'd no fleill, 
3ttiMkhg or dir«6ling Nature's frame^ 
"^Vhich from his fate inevitable came i 

M z TV^^ 



} 



i64 BLACKMORE'S POEMS. 

Thcfe Gods muft, as to us, be brute and blind 

And as unufcful, as if void of mind : 

A£king without intent, or care, or aim. 

Can they our prayer regard, or praifes claim ? 

Of all the irreligious in debate. 

This fliameful error is the common fate ; 

That though they cannot but diftin6^1y fee 4. 

In Nature's works, and whole oeconomv, 

Defign and judgement in a high degree $ 

This judgement, this defign, they ne'er allow 

Do from a caufe endued with reafon flow. 

The art they grant, th* artificer rejeft. 

The ftrufture own, and not the architect ; 

That unwife Nature all things wifely makes. 

And prudent meafures without prudence takes. 

Grant that their admiration and their love 
Of the firft God may all th* inferior move ; 
Grant too, though no neceflity appears. 
That, with their rapture mov'd, they move their fphe 
Thefe queftions let the Stagyrite refolvc. 
Why they at all, why in this way, revolve ? 
Declare by what neceffity control'd. 
In one determin'd manner they are roU'd ? 
Why is their fwift rotation weft and eaft. 
Rather than north and fouth, or eaft and weft? 
Why do not all th' interior fpheres obey 
The higheft fphcre's inevitable fway ? ^ 

Tell us, if all celeftitl motions rife 
From revolutions of the ftarry fkics^ 

Whfl 
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Whence of the orbs the various motions come ? 

Why fome the general road purfue ? and fome 

In aether ftray, and difobcdient roam ? 455' 

If yours the fource of motion is, declare, 

Why this is fix*d, and that a wandering ftar ? 

Tell by what fate, by what rcfiftlcfs force. 

This orb has one, and that an6ther courTe ? 

How does the learned Greek the caufe unfold 469 
With equal fwiftnefs why the fun is roU'd 
Still eaft and wed, to mark the night and day ? 
To form the year why through th* ecliptic way ? 
What magic, what neceflity, confines 
The folar orb between the tropic lines ? 46 5 

What charms in thofe enchanted circles dwell. 
That with controling power the fun repel ? 
The Stagyritc to thi» no anfwer makes 3 
Of the vaft globe fo little thought he takes, 
That he to folve thcfe ([ueflions never ftrives, 470 

No caufe or of its place or motion gives. 

But farther yet, applauded Greek, fuppofe 
Celeftial motions from your fpring arofe ; 
That motion down to all the worlds below 
From the firft fphcre may propagated flow t 475 

Since you of things to fhow th* efficient fource 
Have always to neceflity recourfe ; 
From what neceflity do fphercs proceed 
With fuch a meafur'd, fuch a cenaiu fpeed? 
We fain would this myfterioiis caufe explore, 4?^ 

Why motion was not either lefs or more. 
But in this jufl proportion and degree. 
As fuits with Nature's juft oeconomy, 

M 3 * '^'^^^^ 
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This is a caufe, a right one too, wc grants 
But 'tis the final, vvc th* efficient want } 
With greater i'wiftnefs if the fpheres were whir! 
The motion given to this inferior world 
Too violent had been for Nature's ufc. 
Of too great force mix'd bi^ies to produce ; 
The Elements, Air, Waicr, Earth, and Fire, 
Which now to make compounded things confpi 
By their rude (hocks could never have combin't 
Or had been difengag'd as foon as join'd : 
But then had motion in a lefs degree 
Been given, than tliat which we in Nature fce j 
Of g: cater vigour (he had ftootl in need. 
To :riix and blend the elemental feed. 
To temper, work, incorporate,, and bind 
Thofe principles, that thence of every kind 
The various compound beings might arife. 
Which fill the earth and fea, and florc the ikies 
Say, what nccclTity, what fatal laws. 
Did in fuch due proportion motion caufe, 
Nor more or Icf*, hut juft fo much as tends 
To frame the world, and ferve all Nature's end 

Afk why the highcll of the rolling fpheres, 
Dcck'd to profufion with refulgent liars. 
And all v.ith bri;^ht excrei'ccnces emboft. 
Has the whole beauty of the heavens engroft ; 
When of the others, to difnel the night. 
Each owns a fingle folitary light; 
Only one planet in a fphere is found, 
'Marching in air his melancholy round : 
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Mature, he tells us, took this prudent care>. 
That'th^ fubliaieft and ^e nobleft fphere. 5t^ 

Should be with nobkr decoration bleft^ 
And in magnificence outfhine the reftj 
That fo its greater ornameut and Itate 
"fibould bear proportion with its greater heightw 
It feems then Nature does not only find 529 

Means to be good, beneficent, and ktndy. 
But has fDC beauty and for o^er car'd> 
Does rank, and (late, and decency^ regard. 

Now, Aould he not conitderiug men fbrgive>. 
If, fway'd by tbift affeition^ they believe, 51^ 

That Nature, which does decency refpefb. 
Is fomecbing, which can reafon, chufe, refledl: > 
Or that fome wife Dtre£k)r mud prefide 
0*er Nature's works, and all her motiona guide? 
You here ihould that neceffity declare, 539 

Why all the flars adorn the highed fphere: 
Say, how is this th' ef¥e£l; of fatal laws^ 
Without reftc£ling on a final caufe } 
One fphere has all the ftars ; we afk you, why ? 
When you to beauty and to order fty, 535 I 

You plain affert the truth which you denyj J 

That is, that Nature has wife ends in view. 
With forcfight worKs, and does dcfigns purfuc. 

Thus all the mighty wits, that have effay'd 
To explicate the means how things are made 540 

By Nature's power, without the Hand Divine, 
The final caufes of eflfefts aflign. 
They fay, that this or that is fo or fo. 
That fuch events in fuch fucceillon &ov/ ) 
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Bccaufe convenience, decency, and ufc. 
Require, that Nature things ihould tlius produce. 
They in their dcnionftrations always vaunt 
Efficient caufcs, which they always wane. 
But thus they yield the (iue(lion in debate. 
And grant the impotence of Chance and Fare r 
For, till they fhow hy what neceility 
Things have the difpofition which we fee. 
Whether it be derived from Fate or Chance, 
Not the Icaft ftep in fcience they advance. 

Grant Nature furniih'd, at her vaft ex pence. 
One room of ftate with fuch magnificence. 
That it might ihinc above the others briglit, 
Adorn'd with numerous burnifli'd balls of light; 
Docs fhc on one hy decent rules difpenfe 
Of conftellations fuch a wealth immenfe. 
While the next fphere in amplitude and height 
Rolls on with one erratic, lonely light ? 
But be it fo, the queflion 's ftill the fame. 
Tell us, from what necclTity it came ? 

Let us the great philofopher attend, 
Wliilc to the worlds l)clow his thoughts defccnd. 
His elements, earth, water, air, and tire. 
He fays, to make all compound things confpire; 
He in the midfl leaves the dull earth at reft. 
In the foft hofom of the air carcft ; 
The rcd-wing'd tire mull to the moon arife. 
Hover in air, and lick contiguous ikies ; 
No charms, no force, can make the fire defccnd, 
Ncr can the earth to feats fupcrior tend. 
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Both unmolefted peace for cvct own, 575 

This in the middle, diat beneath the moon : 

Water and air not fo ; for they, by fate 

-Aflign'd to conllant duty, always wait j 

Keady by turns to rife or to defcebd, 

Nature againft a vacant to defend; ' ^tm 

For fliould a void her monarchy invade^ ' 

Should in her works the fmalleft breach be made. 

That breach the mighty fabrick would diflblvt, 

And in immediate ruin all involve. 

A confcquenice fo difmal to prevent, 58^ 

Water and air are ftill (as faid) intent 

To mount or fall, this way or that to fly, 

Seek fubterranean vaults, or climb the fky ; 

While thcfe. with fo much duty are opprcft. 

The earth and fire are privileged with reft. 590 

Thefe elements, 'tis clear, have not difcern'd 

The intered of the whole, nor are concerned 

Left they, when once an interpofing void 

Has Nature's frame o'crtum'd, fhould be deftroy'd. 

Tell, why thefe fimple elements are four? 595 

Why juft fo many ! why not lefs or more ? 
Does this from pure neceflity proceed } 
Or fay, does Nature juft that number need? 
If this, you mock us, and decline the talk. 
You give the final caufe, when we th* efficient aik. 600 
If that, how often ihall we call in vain 
That you would this neccffity explain ? 

But here forgive me, famous Stagyritc, 
If I efleem it idle to recite 
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The reafons (fo you call them) wiuch you ^ve. 

To make us this neceflity believe ; 

Reafons fo tiifling, fo abfurd» and dry^ 

That thofe Ihould blufhy who make a grave teply. 

Your elements we grant : But now declare. 
How you to form compounded things prepare, 61 
And mix your 6re and water, earth and air ? 
The fwift rotation of the fpheres above^ 
You fay, muft all infenor bodies move ; 
The elements in fublunary fpace 
Are by this impulfe forc'd to leave their place; 
By various agitations they combine 
In diftercnt forms, by different mixtures join ; 
Blended and juftly tempered, they compound 
All things in all th' inferior regions found : 
Thus beings from th* incorporated four, 
Refult, by undeiigning Nature's power. 
Hence metals, plants, and minerals arife. 
The clouds, and all the meteors of the Ikies \ 
Hence all the clans that haunt the hill or wood. 
That beat the air, or cut the limpid flood ! 
£v'n man, their Lord, hence into being came, 
Breath'd the pure air, and felt the vital flame ! 
Say, is not this a noble fcheme, a piece 
Worthy the Stagyrite, and worthy Greece ? 

But now, acute philofoplier, declare (; 

How this rotation of the heavenly fphcre 
Can mingle fire and water, earth and air ? 
The fire that dwells beneath the lunar ball. 
To meet afcending earth, muft downward fall. 
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Kow turn ypor fphere contiguous to the fire, 63 5 

Will from its ftfat that element retire ? 

The fphere could never drive its neighbour down^ 

But give a circling motion, like its own. 

$0 give the air impreflion from above^ 

It in a whirl vertiginous would move : 649 

And thus the rolling fpheret can ne'o' difplace 

The fire or air, to make a mbgled mafs e 

The elements didin£^ might keep their feat^ 

£lude the ruffle, and your fcheme defeat. 

But (ince th' applauded author will demand 64$: 

For complex bodies no dire£i:or's hand; 

Since art without an artift he maintains^ 

A building rears without a builder's pains ; 

He comes at length to £picurus' fcheme, 

PleasM by his model compound works to frame. 65a 

One all his various atoms does unite 

To form raixt things ; the famous Stagyrite, 

By his invented elements combined, 

Compofes beings of each different kind : 

But both agree, while both alike deny 655 

The Gods did e'er their care or thought apply 

To form or rule this univerfal frame, 

WWch or from fate or cafual concourfe came. 

Whether to raife the world you arc inclin'd 

By this man's chance, or that man*s fate, as blind; 66d.^ 

if flill mechanic, necedary laws 

Qf moving matter mufl all beings caufe ; 

If artful works from a brute caufe refult, *y 

From fprings unknown, and qualities occult ; ^^^ 

With fchemes alike abfurd our reafon you\Yv^\iXx. ^ 
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And now, to finifh this lefs pleafant talk. 
Of our renown'd philofophcr we aflc. 
How was the earth determin'd to its place ? 
Why did it firft the middle point embrace * 
What b]andi(hments» what flrong atrra^ive pov 
What happy arts adapted to allure. 
Were by that fingle point of all the void 
To captivate and charm the mafs employ'd ? 
Or what machines, what grapples, did it cafl 
On earth, to fix it to the centre faft ? 
But if the earth, by ftrong enchantment caught, 
This point of all the vacant fondly fought 
Since it is unintelligent and blind. 
Could it the way, the nearcil could it find ? 
When at that point arrived, how did it k now 
It was arrived, and fhould no farther go ? 
When in a globous form collefted there. 
What wondrous cement made the rarts cohere ? 
Why did the orb fufpended there remain 
Fix'd and unmov'd ? what does its weight fuflaii 
Tell what its fall prevents; can liquid air 
The ponderous pile on its weak columns I)ear ? 
The earth muft, in its gravity's defpight. 
Uphold itfelf i our carelefs Stagyrite 
For its fupport has no provifion made, 
^o pillar rcar'd, and no foundation laid : 
When by occult and unknown gravity 
'Tis to its flation brought, i: there muft lie 
In undifturb'd repofc ; in vain we alk him, whv 

Say, if the world uncaus'd did ne'er l)Cgin, 
If Nature what it is iias alwavs been 5 
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'Why do m ^rms ishe poet's fong^etoploy 

Before the Theban war, or fiegciiof Troy ? 

And why ao elder! hiftories relate . = 

The rife of empires, and the turns of fiate ? ^o9 

If generations iafinite are gon<^ 
TcU, why fo late were arts and letters known ? 
Their rife andprcgrcfii is of recent date. 
And dill we mourn their young imperfcft ilatc. 
If unconfiri'd duration we regard, 705 

And time be with, eternity compared. 
But yederday the fages of the Eaft 
Firft forae crude know^dge of the fUrs exprefU 
In facred emblems Egypt's fons, concealed 
Their myilic learning, radier than reveal'd* 740 

Greece after this, for fiibtle wit renowo'd, 
Thefciences and arts improved or found; 
Firft, caufes iearch^d, and Nature's fccret ways $ 
Firft taught the bards to iing iqimortal lays | 
The charms of mufick and of painting rais'd, 71^ 

And was for building firft, and firll for fculptureprais'd. ' 

Man in mechanic arts did late excel. 
That fuccour life, and noxous power repel ; 
Which yield fupplies for nectllary ufe, 
Or which to pleafure or to pomp conduce. 729 

How late was found the loadflone's magic force. 
That fecks the north, and guides the Tailor's courfe I 
How newly did the printer's curious fkill 
Th' enligliten'd world with letter'd volumes fill f 
But late the kindled powder did explode 725 

Tlie malTy ball, and the brafs tube unload •, 

'YVwe. 



The tube, to vAwk kmd diubder; Albiow ovfvt 
The laurel hdnomt tliac tiSomher lirowi^i; i' . 
AVhich awful, during eifht rraiM^ld^iHDpaagiMy 
VsQm Belgi^s. hifis, ' snsd AJiralUa's fronmfj plaiosy 73 A 
Did through th' admixing realms aro«ni<l prdcltcm 
Marlbor6ugh!s.(Miii« eoDqiitftg, and ffcttzAdnrn'^nimti 

By this the leader tf-ciie Brkifii; pomreri 
Shook MeBiDy LtU% and hi^ Oandaft towers 3 
l)7evt his wide engines ]i»<cnd'd T«uni«]^% pride^ 73^ 
Whofe lofty walls ^vtadtig foe« def/df 
Though nitrous tempifts, aftd dsadeftwe dcadv 
7ill'd the do^ civtfr and namftraat Tsmliib bemecilH 
Which, form'd withart, and wroui^c midiiaKlME ti)1l# 
lkM^ through, the ^diMi : excisrated ibaL 74^' 

See, the intrepid Baton ddkes hk wiiy. 
And to the caverns Icis in war sad day 1 
Qjiells &d)tcnraneaBi fbes» and liies ctbwa'ii 
With fpoilsi froin maniallaboiir under ground* 
"ISfonSf to rctvard Bfarignia's glorious fields 744 

Tq Mavlbocoiigh's terrors did fubonffive yield* 
The hero next aifail'd proud I>oway*« head j. 
And fpite of confluent inundatiotis ip read 
Around, in fpite of works for fure defence 
ILais'd with confumasate art, and cod imnieale^ ^^ 
With uncxftinplcd valour did fuccfeed : 
(VilkrSf thy hoft hebeld tfao hardy dead I > 
Aria, Venantia, Bethane, and Bouchain, 
Of his long tritifliphs clofe th' iliuftnMiS'tnnu 
''^le thus his thunder did hit' wrath declare^ 755- 

d artful lig^itniogs flaii'd akuic^ tfaci^aiir^ 

z Sonsona's 
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Somona's caillcs with th* impetuous roar 

Ailoni{h*d tremble, but their warriors more; 

Lutetia^s lofty towers with terror ftruck 

Caughcthe cpQtagion, aad at ^i(lan£« (hook* . -769 

Tell, Gallic chiefs, for you ha^e oftfn htfard 

His dreadful cannon, and his fire rever'd. 

Tell, how you rag*d, when your pale -cohorts run 

IFrom Marlborough's fwovd, tke b«ttl»icarce begun. 

Tell, Scaldis! Legia, tell! how to their head 565 

Your frighted wavfa-ia-refiufi^t ^raiws fled. 

While Marlborough's cannon thus prevails by land,^ 
Britain^ fea-chiefs, by Anna's' hi;»h ^othmand^ 
S>cG(Ue& a'octhe Thufca^i bilEow^Ttdcv, 
jiUid.^ik»<rebeUbwkig^ cares on. eithecfidbf ' ^79 

Their fulpkttP tempefts rin^ ftiom SUiVt ib (ko/rt^ 
Vtrft makc?thtt Ligur ftan, and now the Moor. 
B^rk bow ^tiie. found diflurbsifnpenous Rome^ 
Shak«« hec proud: hUla, and relb from dome to dome ! 
JBcr mvonf^ princer hear tlie echoing noife, 77^ 

And, Albiob, dtead thy wrath/ and' awful* Toke. 
J^ided l>y, \Yii^ x&c Auilriaqi. eagles cife 
Sttblioie^ 904 triuaphr in Iberiaa fliies* 
What pamo fevv vdut anguifiv ^n^ diflrdSy. 
IVhat conlUrmationy. Gallia's -ftms' exprefs^ 7 S# 

While^ ti:emb|in^'oa.tbe coa{t» tliey from afar 
View the winjfd terrors^ and the floating war I 
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BOOK VL 

THE ARGUMENT. 

^e fabulous account of the firft rife of mankind 
oven by the ancient poets* The opinions of many 
«f the Greek philofophers concerning that point not 
lefs ridiculous. The ailertion of Epicurms and bis 
followers^ that our firft parents were the fpontaheous 
produ£Hon of the earth, moft abfurdand incredi- 
ble. Hie true origin of man enquired into. He is 
proved to be at firit created by an intelligent, arbi- 
' trary caufe ; from the chara£ters and impreflions of 

. contrivance^ art, and wifdom, which >nM»r in his 
formation. The wonderful proercfs ot it. The 
figure, iituation, and connexion, of the bones. The 
fydem of the veins, and that of the arteries. The 
manner of the circulation of the blood defcribed. 
KutritioQ how performed. The fyftcm of the nerves. 
Of the animal (piritSy how made, and how em- 
ployed in inurcuiar motion and feniktion. A wife 
intelligent caufe inferred from thefe appcjurances. 
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np H E pagan wprld, to Canaan's realms unknown, 
'*' Where knowledge reign'd, and light celeftial flione. 
Loft by degrees their parent Adam*s name. 
Forgot their flock, and wonder'd whence they came : 
Unguided, in the dark they ftrove to find, 5 

With fruitlefs toil, the fource of human kind. 

The heathen bards, who idle fables dreft, 
lUuiive dreams in myftic verfe exprefs*d. 
And, toes to natural fcience and divine, 
In beauteous phrafe made impious notions fhine, 10 
In drains fubhme their different fictions fung, 
Whence the firft parents of our fpecies fprung. 

Prometheus (fo fome elder poets fay) 
Tempered and formM a pafte of purer clay, 
To which, well mingled with the river's ftream, 1 5 
His anful hand gave human (hape »nd frame} 
Then, with warm life his figures to infpire. 
The bold projc£lor ftole celeftial fire. 

While others tell us how the human brood 
Ow'd their produftion to the fruitful wood ; 2© 

How from the laurel and the alh they fprung, 
And infants on the oak, like acorns hung : 
The crude conceptions prcft the bending trees, 
Till cheri(h'd by the fun-beams, by degrees. 
Ripe children dropp'd on all the foil around, 25 

Peopled the woods, and overfpread the ground. 
Great Jupiter (fo fome were pleas*d to fing) 
Of fabled gods the father and the king, 

N TVvt. 
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The maving prayer of iEacus did grant, : 

VAnd into men and women turn'd the ant. }0 j 

Some tell, Deucalion and his PyrAa threw | 

Ohdurate ftones, which o'er their fhoulders flew, | 

Then fliifting fliape receiv*d a vital flame, | 

And men and women (wondrous cliange !) became. 
And thus the hard and ftuhl)*)rn race of man 35 

From animated rock and flint began. 

Now to the karned fchools of Greece repair. 
Who Chance the author of the world declare : 
Then judge if wife philofophers excel - 
Thofe idle talcs, which wanton poets tell. 40 

They fay, at firft to living things the earth 
At her formation gave fpontancous birth; 
When youthful heat was through the glebe diffas'd, 
Mankind, ai well as infe6^s, /he produc'd ; 
That genial wombs by parent Chance were form'd 45 
Adapted to the foil, which, after warm'd 
And cherifh'd by the fun's enlivening beam. 
With human offsprings did in embryo teem 1 
Thefe nourifh'd there a while imprifon'd lay. 
Then broke their yielding bands, and forc'd their way; 
The held a crop of rcafoning creatures crown*d. 
And crying infants grovePd on the ground | 
A milky ftore was by the mother earth 
Pour'd from her Ix/om, to fuftain the binh; 
In ftrength and Inilk increased, the eanh-bom race 55 
Could move, and walk, and ready change their place, 
O'er every hi-H and verdant pailure ftray. 
Skip o'er the lawns, and by the rivers play, 

Coul^ 
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Could cat the tender plant, and by degrees 

Broufe on the fhrubs, and crop the budding trees ; id 

The fragrant fruit from l)cnding branches (bake, 

And with the cryftal ftream tlieir third at pleafurc flake, 

The earth by thefe applauded fchools, 'tis faid, 
This (ingle crop of men and women bred ; 
Who grown adult ((o Chapce it fcems cnjoiu*d) 65 
Did male and female propagate their kind. 

This wife account Lucretian fages give, 
Whence OUT firft parents their defcent derive. 

Severely on this ful>je6^ to difpute. 
Ami tales fo wild, fo fenfclefs, to confute, sf 

Were with inglorious labour to difgracc 
The fchools, and rcafon's dignity dcbafe. 
But Gnce, with this of man's original. 
The parts rematrfing of their fcherac mud fall 
(Yet farther to purfue the prefent theme), 75 

Beliold how vain philofophers may dream. 

Grant, Epicurus, that by cafual birth 
M«n fprung fpontaneous from the fruitful earth. 
When on the glebe the. naked infants lay, 
How were the helplefs creatures fed ? You fay, So 

The teeming foil did from its breads exude 
A foft and milky liquor for their food. 
I wi!l not aik what this apt humour made, 
Nor by what wondrous channels 'twas con\cv'd ; 
For, if wc fuch enquiries make, we know fi 5 

Your fhort reply, It happen'd to be fo : 
Without afligning once a proper caufe. 
Of folving <}ucdious by ttiechanic laws, 

N 2 "^^ 
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every tloiubt your answer is rfic fame, 

tO fell ouCy and fo ])y chance it came. 90 

How (hall the new-l)orn race their food command, 

fho cannot change their place, or move a hand? 

rant that the glebe l)er)eath will never drink, 
^'or through its pores let the foft humour (ink ; 
kVill not tlie fun with his exhaling ray 95 

Defraud the babe, and draw his food away ? 

Since for fo long a fpace the human birth 
Muft lie expos*d and naked on the earth ; 
Say, could the tender creature; in defpight 
Of heat by day, and chilling dews by night, 100 

In fpite of thunder, winds, and hail, and rain. 
And all inclement air, its life maintain ? 

In vain, you fay, in earth's primaeval ftate. 
Soft was the air, and mild the cold and heat ; 
For did not then tlie night fuccced the day ? 105 

The fun as now roll through its annual way ? 
Th* effefts then on the air muft be the fame, 
The frofts of winter, and the fummcr*s flame. 

In the 6r{l age, you fay, the pregnant ground 
With human kind in embryo did abound. 
And pour\l her offspring on tlie foil around. 
But tell us, Epicurus, why tlie field 
Did never iince one liuman harved yield ? 
And why we never fee one ripening birth 
Heave in the glebe, and ilruggle through the earth ' 

You fay, that, when the earth was frefli and youn/ 
While her prolific energy was ilrong, 
A race of men ihe in her bofon hrtd, 
AMd sdl the Eelds with infant pto^le f^read : 
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But that firft birth her ftrength did fo exhtuft^ x 20 

The eenial mother fo much vigour loft. 
That, wafted now by^ ag6> in vain we hope 
She fhould again bring forth a human crop* 

Mean time» ibe 's not witli labour fo much worn. 
But (he can ftill the hills with woods adorn. i z^ 

See, from her fertile bofom how (he pours 
Verdant conceptions, and, refrefli'd with ihowers. 
Covers the field with corn, and paints the mead with 
See, her tall fons, the cedar, oak* and pine, [flowers. 
The fragrant myrtle, and tlie juicy vine, 130 

Their parent's undecaying ftrength declare. 
Which with frefh lal)our, and unwearied care. 
Supplies new plants, her Idles to repair. 
Then, fince the earth retains her fruitful power 
To procreate plants, the forcft to rcftore ; 135 

Sayi why to nobler animals alone 
Should (he be feeble, and unfruitful grown } 
After one birth Ihc ceas'd not to be young, 

The irlebe was fucculent, the mould was ftroiig. 

Could (he at once fade in her perfeft bloom, 140 

Wafte all her fpirits, and her weaUh confume ? 
Grant that her vigour might in part decreafe, 

From like produftions muft fhe ever ceafe? 

To form a race Ihe might have ftill inclin*d. 

Though of a monftrous, or a dvvarfifli, kind. 145 

Why did Ihe never, by one crude elfay, 

lmperfe6t lines and rudiments difplay ? 

In fome fucceeding ages had been found 

A leg or arm unfinifli'd in the ground j 
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cAtnd fomctfhnie^ b tite Hdis tmgll^ pdoughHb^i^aifii t^ 

Turn up foft bohfes, and hreitk unf^tikida'ctTisins. 

B ut grant: the earth was iaviftr. of htr poMr^ 
And fpent at onoe her whole prolific ftort % • 
Woiild iroc fo knig a reft new vrgovir give. 
And all her firft fertility, rettlve ? 155 

Li^arn, Epicufrtis, of th* eiipen^no'd fwaiiv 
^henfre^foent vvonands htve wbrnfth* trnpoven(h*d pUnn: 
Lict Kim ^ whrle the furroN^ ndt rdoleft. 
But ieifve the ghe})e to Heavenly dews am) roil; ; 
If then he till and fow the h^rrow'd field, . tU 

Will not the. foil a plenieou^ harvcft yield? 

The fun; by you, Liacrctius, is afiign'd . 
The other parent of all human kind. 
But docs he ever languiih or decay? 
Does he not equal infloeiice difplaf)^, 
And pierce the plains with the fame a£live ray ? 
If then the glebe, warm*d with the folar ftame. 
Men once produc'd, it ftill fhould do the fame. 

You fay, the fun's prolific beams can form 
Th' induflrious ant, the gaudy fly, and worm ; 170 
Can make each plant, and tree, the garjdencr's caie» 
Befide their leaves, their proper infe£h bear : 
Then might the Heavens, in fome peculiar ftatc, 
Or lucky afpeft, bcafts and men create. 
But late enquirers by their glaifes find, 17S 

That every infcfk of each diflPercnt kind. 
In its own egg, cbeer'd by the folar rays. 
Organs involv'd and latent life difplays : 
T'his truth, difcover'd by fagacious art, 

all Lucretian arrogance fuhverL iSa 

Ptoud 
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Proud wits, your frenzy owHi and, overcome 
By reafon's force, be now for ever dumb. 

If, learned Epicurus, we allow 
Our race to e»rth primeval being owe, 
How did file male and female fexes frame ? 185 

Say, if from fortune this diftinftion came > 
Or did the confcious parent then forefee 
By one coBception fiie (hould barren he. 
And therefore, wifely provident, dcfign'd 
Prolific pairs to propagate the kind ; 190 

That, thus preferv'd, the godlike race of man 
Might not expire ere yet it fcarce began ? 

Since, by tliefe various arguments, 'tis clear 
The teeming mould did not our parents bear j 
By onore fevere enquiries let us trace i^^ 

The origin and fource of human race. 

1 think, I move, I therefore know I am ; ^ 

While I have been, I ftill have been the fame, > 

Since, from an infant, I a man became. j 

But though I am, few circling years arc gone, zco 

Since I in Nature's roll was quite unknown. 
Then, (incc 'tis plain I have not always l>ccn, 
1 afk, from whence my being could begin r 
I did not to m yfclf cxillencc give, 
Nor from myfelf the fecrct power receive, 205 I 

By which I reafon, and by wliich I live. J 

I did not build this frame, nor do I know 
The hidden fprings frc^n whence my motions flow. 

If I had fonn'd myfelf, I had dtiign d 
A ftronger body, and a wifcr mind, 210 
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From forrow free, nor liable to pain ; 

My paflions ihould obey, and reafon reign. 

Nor could my being from my parents flow. 

Who neither did the parts or {lru£ture know. 

Did not my mind or body underftand, 115 

My fex determine, nor my fliape command s 

Had they dcfign'd and rais'd the curious frame, 

Infpir*d my branching veins with vital flame, 

Faffiion'd the heart, and hollow channels made. 

Through which the circling ftreams of life are play'd; 

Had they the organs of my fenfes wrought. 

And form'd the wondrous principle of thought; 

Their artful work they muft have better known, 

Explain'd its fprings, and its contrivance ihown. 

If they could make, they might prefervc me too, 115 
Prevent my fears, or diflipate my woe. 
When long in ficknefs languifhing I lay, 
They with compaffion touch'd did mourn and pray ; 
To footh my pain, and mitigate my grief, 
They faid kind things, yet brought rac no relief. 130 
But whatfoever caufe my being gave. 
The Power that made me can its creature favc. 

If to myfelf I did not being give. 
Nor from immediate parents did receive; 
It could not from my predeceirors flow, 235 

They, than my parents, could not more l>e(low. 
Should we the long depending fcale afcend 
Of Tons and fathers, will it never end ? 
' Jf 'twill, then mull we through the order run 
To fomc one man, whofe being ne*er begun : . »4t 

If 
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If that one man was fempitcmal, why 

Did he, fince independent, ever die ? 

If from himfelf his own exiftencc came, 

The caufe, that could deftroy his being, name. 

To feek my Maker, thus in vain I trace 245 

The whole fucceffivc chain of human race. 
Bewildered I my Author cannot find. 
Till fome Firft Caufe, fome Self-exiftent Mind, 
Who form*d, and rules all Nature, is aflign*d. 

Whei) firft the womb did the crude embryo hold. 
What fliap'd the parts ? what did the limbs unfold ? 
O'er the whole work in fccret did prefide. 
Give quickening vigour, and each motion guide ? 
What kindled in the dai k the vital flame. 
And, ere the heart was form'd, pufti'd on the reddening 
Tlien for the heart the apteft fibres flrung ? [ftream? 
And in the breaft th' impulfive engine hung ? 
Say, what the various bones fo wifely wrought ? 
How was their frame to fuch perfc6Hon brought ? 
What did their figures for their ufes fit, 260 

Tlieir number fix, and joints adapted knit ; 
And made them all in that juft order ftand. 
Which motion, flrength, and ornament, demand? 
What for the finews fpun fo ftrong a thread. 
The curious loom to weave the mufcles fpread? 26$ 
Did the nice ftrings of tended membranes drill. 
And perforate the nerve with fo much (kill, 
Then with the a6^ive ftream the dark recefles fill ? 
Tlic purple mazes of the veins difplay'd^ 
And all th' anerial pipes in order laid, i.'\^ 
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What gave the boarding <rurreiit te the blaody 
And to and fro coo^y'4 the redkfs flood ? 

The living fabrick now in p|ec«s t^Kcy 
Of every part due obfecvatioo make } 
All which fuch art dif^po^ry fo coodqce 275 

To beauty, vigour, and each deiVi^'d ufe i 
The Ath^ift, if to fearch for truth kclui'd, V 

May in himfeif his full conviction Bad, f 

And from his body teach his erriag miod. '' 

"When tlie crude embryo careful NaUKQ breeds, 280 
See how fhe works, and how her work proceeds j 
While through die mafs her energy ihe darts. 
To fre^ and fwell the complicated parts. 
Which only docs unravel and untwift 
Th* invelop'd limbs, that previous there cxift. 185 

And as each vital fpeck, in which remaijis 
Th* entire, but rumpled animal, contains I 

Organs perplext, and clues of twining veins ; J 

So every foetus bears a fecret hoard. 
With fleeping, unexpanded iflue ftor'd ; 299 

Which numerous, but unquicken'd progeny, 
Clafp'd and inwrapM within each other lie r 
Engendering heats thefe one by one unbind. 
Stretch their fmall tubes, and hamper'd nerves unwind : 
And thus, when time dull drain each magazine 295 
Crowded with niien unborn, unripe, unfeeo, 
Kor yet of pans unfolded ; no increafe 
Can follow, all prolific power muft ceafe. 

Th* elaftic ipirits, which remain at reft 
In the ftrait lodgings of the brain compreft, 300 

wiaie 
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by the ambient ^^omVs ealivmiH^ iMat 

1 and aWalcen'd, Hrft tbemfelves dilate} 

|uicken^ antk expanded every way 

:nial lab^Kirers all ^aur loroe difpli^ t 

low begin to w6rk the >yic)]MirGma inmtf |||^ 

pe the pans, itad rtife thei tiul Aame } r 

len th' extended fibres of the brain . . ' 

a6^ive gueds no longer can reftrali^ 

>ackwardr|f>ring, which d\)e ef&n compels . 

bouring fpirits to fbrfako their cells | 1 1^ 

irits» thus exploded from their feU, 

rom the head to the next parts Fotreat, 

:heir admiflion, and their paflage beat ; 

:ours around th' unopen'd mafs they takc^ 

f a thoufand ways their inroads make, 315 

ere reMed they their race infle^, 

ickward to their fourcs their way dice£L 

vith a (leady and alternate toil 

(Tue from, and to the head recoil ; 

ch their plailic fun6tion they difcliarge, ^im 

their channels, and their tracks enlarge ; 

the fwift excurfions which they make, 
ilying from the brain, and leaping back» 
»ierce che nervous fibre^ bore the veiny 
retch th' arterial channels, which conuin 3*5 
rious ilreams of life, that to and fro 
;hkiark meanders undired^ed flow; 
'pe6ted egg this gradual change betraySt 
ich the brooding hen expanding heat conveys* 
beating heart, demanded fird for ufe, f )• 

irft mufcle nature does produce \ 
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By this imptilfive engine's confhint aid 

The tepid floods arc every way contrey'd j ' 

And did not Nature's care at firfb provide 1 

The zQ\vt hearty to puih the circling tide, j 

All progrefs to her work would be denied. J 

The falient point, io firft is call'd the heart, 
Shap'd and fufpended with amazing art. 
By turns dilated, and by turns compreft. 
Expels and entertains the purple gueft : 340 

It fends from out its left contra£Ved fide 
Into th* arterial tube its vital pride ; 
Which tube, prolonged but little from its fourcc. 
Pans its wide trunk, and takes a double courfe. 

One channel to the head its way dirc^s, 34^ 

One to th' inferior limbs its path infie^s : 
Both fmaller by degrees, and fmaller grow. 

And on the parts, through which they branching go, 

A thoufand fecret, fubtle pipes bcftowj 

From which by numerous convolutions wound, 350 

Wrapt wirh th' attending nerve, and twilled lound. 

The complicated knots and kernels rife, 

Of various figures, and of various fize. 

Th* arterial dufts, when thus involved, produce 

Unnumber'd glands, and of important ufe; 355 

But after, as they farther progrefs make. 

The appellation of a vein they take ; 

For tliough th* arterial pipes thcmfelves extend 

In fmalleft branches, yet they never end ; 

The fame continued circling channels run 360 

Back to the hearty where firft their courfe bei^un. 
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The hearty as faid, from its contra^ve cave 
On the left fide, cjc6ts the bounding wave j 
Exploded thus, as fplitting channels lead^ 
Upward it fprings, or downward is convey 'd $ 365 

The crimfon jets with force elaftic thrown 
Afcend, and climb the mind's imperial throne ; 
Arterial dreams through the foft brain dififufe^ 
And water all its fields with vital dews : 
From this o'erflovving tide die curious brain 370 

Does through its pores the purer fpirits fhrain ; 
Which to its inmofl feats their paifage make. 
Whence their dark rife th' extended finews take ; 
With all their mouths the nerves thefe fpirits drink. 
Which through the cells of the fine ftrainer fink j 375 
Thefe all the channePd fibres every way 
For motion and fenfation fiill convey. 
The greateft ponion of th' arterial blood. 
By the clofe ftni^ure of the parts withftood, 
Whofe narrow meihes flop the grofier flood. 
By apt canals and furrows in the brain. 
Which here difcharge the olEce of a vein, 
Inven their current, and the heart regain. 

The ihooting dreams, which through anotl^r road 
The beating engine downward did explode, 385 

To all th* inferior parts defcend, and lave 
The members with their circulating wave : 
To make th' arterial trcafure move as flow, 
As nature's ends demand, the channels grow 
Still more contra£^ed, as they farther go : 390^ 

Befides, the glands, which o*er the body fpread 
Fine complicated clues of oervo>&% \!btti^. 
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InvolvM and twrfted ^^ith th' arterial dijpft. 

The rapid motion of the Wood obftnrft ; 

Thefe labyrintfhs the eirding current ffay 59J 

For noble ends, which affter we d^fplay. 

Soon as the Wood has patl Ae winding ways. 
And various turnings -df die wondrous maze, 
From the entangled knot of veflfels freed. 
It nins its vital race with greater fpccd ; 400 

And from the parts and members moft remote 
By thefe canals the ftreams are backward brought, 
Which are of thinner coats and fewer fibres wrought; 
Till all the confluent rills their current join. 
And in the ample Porta vein combine. 40; 

This larger channel by a thoufand roads 
Enters the liver, and its ftore unloads ; 
Which from that ftore by proper inlets ftrains ^ 

The yellow dre^s, and fends them by tlie .veins I 

To the large cJftern, which the gall contains ; j 

Tlien to the vein, we Cava name, the blood 
%Calls in the fcatter'd ftreams, and re-col lefts the flooU. 

As when tlie Thames advances through the plain. 
With his frefii waters to dilute the main i 
He turns and winds amidft the fiowery meads, 41 5 

And now contra^s, and now his waters fpreads ; 
Here in a courfe dircft he forward tends, 
There to his head his waves retorted bends : 
Sf e, now the fportive flood in two divides 
His filver train, now with «mit«ag (ides 420 

He wanton clafps the intercepted foil. 
And forms ^ith erring ftreams the reedy iflc ; 

At length coJie^tng sAl- >tts imiw^-^Mid, 

tlbe^oeeAD to augment be \eavts x.\\t Utv^» ^ 
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So the red currents in their fccwt ma^e 415 

In various rounds througjh dark mtaoders pafs. 
Till all, afTemWcd in the Cavi veitt. 
Bring to the heart's right iide tivir crimfon train, 
Which now coiiiprcft wkh force elafhc drives 
The flood, that through the fccret palTcs drives j 43^ 
The road that to the lun-gs this ftorc tranfmits 
Into unnumherM narrow -channels Tplits i 
The venal blood crowds through the winding ways. 
And through the tubes the broken tide conveys ; 
Thofe numerous Iheams, their rofy i>cauty gone, 43^ 
Poor by cxpence, and faint widi Ui>our grown. 
Are in the lungs enrich'd^ which reinfjnre 
The languid liquors, and reilore tliei^ fire. 
The large arterial du6fcs that thitlier iead. 
By which the blood is from the iicart oonvey'd, 440 1 
Tlirough cither lobe ten thoufand branches fpread. J 
Here its bright ftream the boundbg current parts, 
And through the various parties fwiftly darts. 
Each fubtlc pipe^ each winding channei, tXh 
With fprightly tiquors, and whh parple rills j 445 

The* pipe, dillinguifli'd by ks giiftly rings. 
To cbexsAi jkit aerial paihire bri^s. 
Which the £ah breathing lungs with gieiitle force 
Conllattt mufaracA by cunst by turns divorce ; 
Tiie fpringy air thos nitrous food ampellt 4<o 

Through all tke fpmigy ^its and bltdder'4l «8l||^ ^ I 
And with dijaring breath tke vital bcllow« imXti 1 J 
Th* adnikaed oiiare agitates dbe 4cod, 
Revivfs att Sit^ ofid ner&niieno iiat i^lcnd. 
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Behold, the flreams now change their languid blue. 

Regain their glory, and their flame renew ; 

With fcarlet honours re-adom'd, the tide 

Leaps on, and, bright with more than Tyrian pride. 

Advances to the heart, and fills the cave 

On the left fide, which the firfl morion gave ; 460 

Now through the fame involved arterial ways. 

Again th' exploded jets th* impulfive engine plays. 

No fons of wifdom could this current trace. 
Or of th' Ionic, or Italic race : 

From thee, Democritus, it lay conceal 'd, 465 

Though yielding nature much to thee reveal'd ; 
Though with the curious knife thou didfl invade 
Her dark recefTes, and haft oft* difplay'd 
The crimfon mazes, and the hollow road. 
Which to the hean conveys the refluent blood. 470 
It was to thee, great Stagyrite, unknown. 
And thy Preceptor of divine renown. 
Learning did ne'er this fecret truth impart 
To the Greek mafters of the healing art. 
•7* was by the Coan's piercing eye unview'd, 475 

And did attentive Galen's fearch elude. 

Thou, wondrous Harvey 1 whofe immortal fame, 
By thee inftru^ed, grateful fchools proclaim ; 
Thou, Albion's pride, didft firft the winding way. 
And circling life's dark labyrinth difplay ; 480 

Atte^^^fom the heart thou didft purfue 
The ^^ing flood, and keep it ftill in view $ 
Till thou with rapture faw'ft the channels bring 
The purple currenu back, and form the vital ring. 

See, 
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how the human animal is fed, 4^5$ 

ouriflimcnt is wrought, and how convcy'd:. 

outhy with proper faculties endued, 

itertains, and then dirides the food i 

ilverfc rows of teeth the meat prepare, 

ich the glands fermenting juice confer ; ' 49«r 

has various tender mufcles plac'd, 
ich tl^ artful gullet is embraced; 
he long funnel's curious mouth extend 
gh which ingeftcd meats with eafe defcend j 
:onfederate pairs for nature's ufe 49'j 

6^ tlie fibres, and the twitch produce, ' 

gently pu(hes on the grateful food 

wide i^omach, by its hollow road; 

lis long road may unob{bru6led go, 

iefcends, it bores the midriff through ; $ob( 

rge receiver for conco6Hon made 

amidft the warmeft bowels laid ; 
leen to this> and to the adverfe fide 
owing liver's comfort is apply*d ; 
hf the pancreas ha^ its proper fear, p^ 

:er its neighbour, and augment its heat ; 
o aflift it for its deftin'd ufe, 
uplc bag is ftor'd with a€live juice, 

can with eafe fubdue, with eafc unbind, 
ted meats of every different kind; 5fQ 

owerful ferment, mingling with the parts, 
aven'd inafs to milky chyle converts j 
Dmach's fibres this conco£ted food, 
LI contra£Uon's gentle force, exclude. 
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Which by the mouth on the right fide defccnds $15 
Through the wide pafs, which from that mouth depends? 
In its progreffion foon the labour'd chyle 
Receives the confluent rills of bitter bile. 
Which by the liver fcver'd from the blood, *) 

Aod flriving through the gall-pipe, here unload 51© f 
Their yellow ftreams, more to refine the flood | J 
The complicated glands, in various ranks 
Difpos*d along the neighbouring channel's banks, 
Byconilant weeping mix their watery ftore 
With the chyle^s current, and dilute it more j 5*5 

Th' intefiine roads, infie6ked and inclin'd. 
In various convolutions turn and wind. 
That thefe meanders may the progrefs iby*^ 
And the defcending chyle by this delay I 

May through the milky veffcls find its way, 530 J 
Whofe little mouths in the large channel's £de 
Suck-in the flood, and drink the cheering ode t 
Thefe numerous veins (fuch is the curio«s fmat 1) 
Receive the pure infinuating ftream:; 
But no corrupt or dreggy parts admit, 535 

To fonn the blood, or feed the limbs unfit, 
Th* inteftine fpiral fibres thdTe protrude. 
And from the winding tubes at length exclude. 
Obferve, thefe fmall canals confpire to make 
With all their treafure one capacious lake, J40 

Whofe common receptacle entertains 
Th' united dreams of all the la3eal.veins« 
Hither the rills of water arc convey'd 
In curious aquxdu£b by nature ]aid> 

ft 



CREATION. Book VL 195 

To carry all the limpid humour ilrain'd, 545 

And from the blood divided by the gland ; 

Which mingling currents with the milky juice 

Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for ufe 5 

Thefe liquors, which the wide receiver fill, 

Prepar'd with labour, and refin'd with Ikill, 5 5© 

Another courfe to diftant parts begin, 

Through roads that llretch along the back within ; 

This ufeful channel, lately known, afcends, 

And in the vein near the left (boulder ends, 

Which there unloads its wealth, that with the blood 

Now flows in one incorporated flood ; 

Soon by the vein *tis to the heart conveyed. 

And is by that eladic engine playM 

Into the lungs, whehce, as defcrib'd before, 

It onward fpringSi and makes the wondrous tour. 5 Co 

Now all the banks the branching river laves 
With dancing dreams, and animated waves } 
New florid honours and gay youth beflows^ 
Diffufing vital vigour, where it flows ; 
Supplies frefli fpirits to the living frame^ 565 

And kiadles in the eyes a brighter flame ; 
Mufcles impaired receive new fibrous thread. 
And every bone is with rich marrow fed j 
Nature revives, cheer'd with the wealthy tide, 
And life regal*d difplays its purple pride. ^-j^ 

But how the wondrous diftribution 's made. 
How to each part its proper food conveyed ; 
How fibrous ftrings for nouriftiment arc wrought. 
By what conveyance to the mufcles brought 5 

O 1 \^.^N« 



i9r> BLACK MO RE'S POEMS. 

How rangVl for motion, how for beauty mix'd ; 575 

Witli vital cement how th' extremes are fix'd ; 

How they agree in various ways to join 

In a tranfverfe, a ftraight, and crooked line ; 

Here loft in wonder we adoring ftand, ^ 

With raptiirc own tl»c wife Dirc£lor*s hand, 580 I 

Who Nature made, and doe^ her works command. J 

Let us howe'er the theme as far purfue, 
As learn'd ohfervers know, or think they do. 

Mixt with the blood in the fame circling tide, 
The rills nutritious through the vciTcls glide : 5*5 

Thofc pipes, ftill Iclfening as they further pafs. 
Retard the progrcfs of the flowing mafs. 
The glands, that Nature o'er the Iwdy fpreads. 
All artful knots of various hollow riireads, 
Wiiich lymph.iidufts, an artery, nerve, and vein, 590 
Involv'd and clofc together wound, contain, 
Make yet die motion of the dreams more ilow. 
Which through thole mazes intricate mufl^ow : 
And hence it comes the interrupted blood 
Di (lends its channels with its fwcilir.g flood 1 59$ 

Thofe channels, rurgid with th' obftrufted tide, ^ 
btrctch their fmall holes, and make their zneihcs wide, V 
By fkillful Nature pierc'd on every fide. ] 

Meantime, the lalx)ur'd chyle pervades the pores 
Jn all th' arterial perforated ihores ; ftot 

The li()uid food, which through thofe paflTes (liircs» 
To every part juft reparation gives j 
Through holes of various figures various juice 
Infinuates, to fervc for Nature's ufe. 
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See, foftcr fibres to the flefb are fent, 6c 5 

While the thin membrane 6ner (Irings augment : 

The tough and ftrong are on tl^ (inews laid. 

And to the bones the harder arc convey'dj 

But what the mafs nutritious does divide^ 

To different parts the different portions guide, 6 1« 

What makes them aptly to the limbs adhere, 

In youth augment them, «nd in age repair, • I 

The deepeft fcarch could never yet declare. J 

Nor lefs contrivance, nor lefs curious art. 
Surprize and pleafe in every other part. 615 

See, how the nerves, with equal wifdum made, 
Arifing from the tender brain, pervade 
And fecret pafs in pairs the channel'd bone. 
And thence advance through paths and roads unknown; 
Formed of the fined complicated thread, 620 

Thefe numerous cords are through the body fpread j 
A thoufand branches from each trunk they fend. 
Some to ther limbs, fome to the bowels tend; 
Some in (Iralt lints, fome in tranfverfe, arc found> 
One forms a crooked figure, one a round ; 61^ 

The entrails tht:fe embrace in fpiral firings, 
Thofe clafp th' arterial tubes in tender rings ; 
The tendons fome compared dole produce. 
And fome thin fibres for the fkin diffufe. 

Thefe fubtle channels (fuch is every nerve !) 6jO 
For vital fun£lioDS, fenfe, and motion fervcj 
Included fpirits through their fecret road 
pafs to and fio, as through tlic veins the blood ; 
Some to the heart advancing uke their way. 
Which move and make the beating mufclc ^\vj \ ^^S 
O I ^^^^ 
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Part to the fpleen, part to the liver, flows, 
Thefe to the lungs, and to the floroach thofe ; 
They help to labour and conco£t the food, 
Refine the chyle, and animate the blood ; 
£xalt the ferments, and the ilrainers aid. 
That, by a conflant feparation made. 
They may a due (economy maintain, ' 

Exclude the noxious parts, the good retain. 

Yet we thefe wondrous fun6lions ne'er percaTc, 
Fun6lions, by which we move, by which wc live; 
Unconfcious we thefe motions never heed. 
Whether they err, or by juft laws proceed. 

But other fpirits, governed by the will. 
Shoot through their tracks, and diflant mufclcs fill : 
This Sovereign by his arbitrary nod ( 

Retrains, or fends his miniftcrs abroad} 
Swift and obedient to his high command. 
They ftir a finger, or they lift a hand ; 
They tune our voices, or they move our eyes ; 
By thefe we walk, or from the ground arife ; ( 

By thefe we turn, by thefe the body bend j 
Contraft a limb at plcafure, or extend : 
And though thefe fpirits, which obfequious go. 
Know not the paths through which they ready flow, 
Nor can our mind in(lru£l: them iu their way, i 
Of all their roads as ignorant as they ; 
Yet feldom erring they attain their end. 
And reach that fingle part, which we intend; 
Unguided they a Juft di(lin£tion make. 
This mufcle fwell, and Icaye the other flack f < 
ft i 
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And when their force this lixnbror that infic^^s. 
Our will the meafure of that force direSs j 
The f^rits which diftend theniy as we pleafe» 
Exert their power, or from their duty ceafe. 

Thefe out-guards of the mind are fent abroad, 67c 
And (till patrolling beat the neighbouring road 5 
Or to the parts remote obedient fly. 
Keep pofts advanced, and on the frontieic lie. 
The watchful centinels at every gate. 
At every palTage to the fenfes wait 5 675 

Still travel to and fro the nervous way. 
And their impreffiona to the brain convey^ 
Where their report the vital envoys make. 
And with new orders are remanded back ; 
Quick, as a darted beam of light, they go, 6 So 

Through different paths to different organs flow. 
Whence they rcfied^ as fwiftly to the brain. 
To give it pleafure, or to give it pain. 

Thus has the Mufc a daring wing difplay'd. 
Through tracklefs Ikies ambitious flight effay*d> 685 
To fing the wonders of the human frame ; 
But, oh I bewails her weak, imequal flame. 
Ye Ikilful mafte.rs of Machaon's race. 
Who Nature's mazy intricacies trace. 
And to fublimer fpheres of knowledge rife 6)0 

By manag'd fire, and late-invented eyes ; 
Tell, how your fearch has here eluded l)cen, 
How oft* amaz'd and raviih'd you have feen 
The conduft, prudence, and flupendous art. 
And mafler-flrokes in each mechanic pan* 6<w 

O 4 T:^\^^ 
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Tell, what delightful royftcries remain 
Unfung, which my inferior voice difdain. ^ 

Who c?in this field of miracles furvcy, 
Aiul not with Galen all in rapture fay> 
Behold a God, adore him, and ohcy ! 
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C R E A T I O N- 
BOOK VIL 

THE ARCUMENT« 

THE Introdudiony in imitadoft of KineSolomon*$ 
ironical conceifions to the Libertiiie. The Creator 
aderted, from the contemplation of animals. Of their 
fcnfe of hearing, tafting, fmelling, anil efpecially of 
feeing. Of the nobler operations of animals, com* 
monly called inftindb. The Creator demondrated 
fartlier, from the contemplation of human under* 
ibinding, and the jperfiBdions of the mind. The vi- 
gour and fwiftnels of Thought. Smiple percep- 
tion. Reflexion. Of the mind's power of ab- 
flractingy uniting, and feparating ideas. Cf the 
faculty of reafoning, or deducbg one propoiitioa 
from two others. The power of human underdand- 
ing, in inventing ikillful works, and in other in- 
ftances. The mind's felf-detcrmining power, or 
freedom of chcnce. Her power of electing an end^ 
and chuting means to attain that end. Of control- 
in^ our appetites, reje£^ing pleafures, and chuilng 
pam, want, and death itfeif, in hopes of happine» 
m a diftant unknown ftate of life. The Concluii- 
on, being a ihort recapitulation of the whole $ with 
a Hymn to the Creator of the World* 
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TTTHILE rofy Youth its pcrfeft bloom maintunsy 
^ ^ Thoughtlcfs of age, and ignorant of pains ; 
While from the heart rich fbeams with vigour fpring, 
BounJ through their roads, and darice their viul ringi 
And fpirics, fwift as fun-beams through the fkies, 5 
Dart through thy nerves, and fparkle in thy eyes ; 
While Nature with full ftrength thy finews arms. 
Glows in thy cheeks, and triumphs in hck* chaiTms; 
Indulge thy inflin£ts, and intent on cafe 
With ravifliing delight thy fenfes pleafe. 10 

Since no black clouds diihonour now the fkj, 
No winds, but balmy genial zephyrs, fly. 
Eager embark, and to th' inviting gale 
Thy pendants loofc, and fpread thy filken fail ; 
Sportive advance on plcafure's wanton tide 15 

Through flowery fcenes, ditfus'd on either fide. 

See how the hours their painted wings difplay, 
And draw, like harnefs'd doves, the fmiling dav f 
Shall this glad fpring, when aftive ferments climb, 
Thcfe months, the faircft progeny of time, 29 

The brightefl parts in all duration's train, 
Alk thee to fcize thy blifs, and aik in vain ? 
To their prevailing fmiles thy heart rcfign. 
And wifely make the profFer'd bleffings thine. 

Near fome fair river, on reclining land, »c 

Midft groves and fountains let thy palace (land ; 
Let Parian walls unrival'd pomp difplay. 
And gilded towers repel augmented day | 

Let 
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Let porphyry pillars in high rows uphold 
The azure roof enrich'd with veins of gold ; 3^ 

And the fair creatures of the fculptor's art 
Part grace thy palace, and thy garden part ; 
Here let the fcentful fpoils of opening flowers 
Breathe from thy citron walks, and jafmine bowers ; 
Hefperian bloiToms in thy bofom fmell ; 3^ 

Let all Arabia in thy garments dwell. 

That coflly banquets and delicious feafts 
May crown thy table, to regale thy guefts, 
Ranfack the hills, and every park and wood. 
The lake unpeople, and defpoil the flood ; 49 

Procure each feather*d luxury, that beats 
Its native air, or from its clime retreats. 
And by alternate tranfmigration flies 
Ocr interpofmg Teas, and changes ikies; 
Let artful cooks to raife their relilh ftrive, 4^ 

With all the fpicy taftcs the Indies give. 

While wreaths of rofes round thy temples twine. 
Enjoy the fparkling bleflings of the vinej 
Let the warm ne6lar all thy veins infpire, ^ 

Solace thy heart, and raife the vital fire. e^ 

Next let the charms of heavenly mufic cheer 
Thy foul with rapture liftening in thy ear ; 
Let tuneful chiefs exert their fkill, to fliow 
What artful joys from manag'd found can flow; 
Now hear the melting voice and trembling firing ; 55 
Let Pepuch touch the lyre, and Margarita fing. 

While wanton ferments fwell thy glowing veins, " 
To the warm pafBongWe the flackenM reins | 
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Thy gazing eyes with blooming beauty feafl, 
Receive its dart, and hug it in thy bread ; ^ 

From fair to fair with gay inconftance rove, 
tTafte every fweec, and cloy thy foul with love. 

But midfl thy boundlefs joys* unbridled youth. 
Remember dill this fad, but certain truths 
That thou at lad feverely mud accounts 65 

^o what will thy congeded guilt amount ! 

Allow a God ; he mud our deeds regard ; 
A righteous Judge mud punifh and reward : 
Yet that he rears no high tribunal here. 
Impartial judice to difpenfe, is clear* 79 

His fword unpunifh'd criminals defy, 
Kor by his thunder does the tyrant die; 
While Heaven's adorers, pred with want and pain, 
Their unrewarded innocence maintain. 
See his right hand he unextended keeps, 75 

Though long provok'd, th' una£tive vengeance deeps. 

Hence we a world fucceeding this infer, -i 

Where he his judice will adert ; prepare > 

To dand arraigned before his awful bar. i 

Where wilt thou liide thy ignominious head ^ So 

Shuddering with horror, what had thou to plead ? 
Pef pairing wretch ! he *11 frown thee from his throne. 
And by his wrath will make his being known. 

Yet more Religion's empire to fupport. 
To pu(h the foe, and make our lad effort} S5 

Let beings with attention be review'd. 
Which, not alone with vital power endued. 
Can move themfelves, can organiz'd perceive 
'^hc various ifarokcs; which various objeds give. 
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By laws mechanic can Lucretius tell 9* 

How living creatures fee, or hear, or fmell ? 

How is tlie image to the fenfe convey'd ? 

On the tun*d organ how the impulfe made ? 

How, and by which more noble part, the brain 

I^erccives th* idea, can their fchools explain ? 95 

*Tis clear, in that fupcrior feat alone 

The judge of obje6^s has her fccrct throne ; 

Since, a limb fcver*d by the wounding Aeel, 

We flill mjiy pain, as in tliat member; feel. 

Mark how the fpirits watchful in the ear ic« 

Seize undulating founds, and catch the vocal air. 
Obferve how others, that the tongue poffcfs. 
Which fairs of various fliapc and Gut imprefsy 
From their affc6led fibres upward dart, 
And different tafles by different ftrokcs impart. 1C5 
Remaiik, how thofe, which in the nof^ril dwell, 
'J'hat anful organ deftin'd for the fmell, 
By vapours mov'd, their palfage upward take, 
And f cents unplcafant or delightful make. 

If in the tgngue, the noftril, and the ear, no 

No (kill, no wifdom, no defign, appear ; 
Lucretians, next, regard the curious eye ; 
Can you no art, so prudence, there defcry > 
By your mtehanic principles, in vain 
The fenfe of iight you labour to explain. 115 

You fay, from all the obje£ts of the eye 
Thin coloured fhapes uninterrupted fly. 
As wandering ghofts (fo ancient poets feign) 
Skim through the air, and fweep th* infernal plain ; 
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So thefe light figures roam by day and night, i2t 

but undifcovcr'd till bctray'd by light. 

But can corporeal forms with fo much eafe 
Meet in their flight a thoufand images. 
And yet bo conflid, no collifive force, 
Sreak their thin texture, and di(hirb their courfc? 125 
What fix'd their parts, and made them fo cohere, 
That they the pi^re of the objeA wear ? 
What is the ibape, that firom a body fixes ? -s 

What moves, what propagates, what multiplies^ 4 
And paints one image in a thoufand eyes > 13c ) 

When to the eye the crowding figures pafs^ <> 

How in a pcunt can all pofiefs a place, \ 

And lie diftbguiih'd in fuch narrow fpaccf J 

Since all perception in the brain is made, 
(Though where and how was never yet difplay'd) 135 
And finoe fo great a diftance Hes betweeif 
The eye-ball, and the feat of fenfe within $ 
While in the eye th' arrefted obje£^ flays. 
Tell, what th' idea to the brain ccmveys ? 

You fay, the fpiritt in the optick nerve, r40 

Mov'd by the intercepted image, ferve 
To bear th' impreffion to the brain, and give 
The (broke, by which the ohje€t we perceive 

How does the brain, touch'd with a difierent fhxJce, ^ 
The whale diltinguifli from the marble rock? 145 I 
Pronounce tins tree a cedar, that tn oak ? J 

Can fpirits weak or ftronger blows ezpreft^ 
One body ffu»T, and another lefs ? 

How 
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How do they make us fpace and diftance know ? 
At once diftinft a thoufand oI>)e^ fbovir? 150 

Lucretians, now proceed ; contemplate all ^ 

The nobler a6^ions of the animal, i 

Which in{lin£i: fome, fome lower reaibn, calL J 

Say, what contexture did by chance arrive, 
Which to brute creatuiss did chat inftiad give j 15 
Whence they at iight diCcera and dre^id their foe^ 
Their food dlAioguiih, and their phyik know i 
By wliich the lion learns to hunt his prey. 
And the weak herd to fear and fly away ? 
The birds contrive inimiuble nefts ? 1^9 

And dens are haunted by the foreft beads ? 
Whence fome in fubterranean dwellings hide^ 
Thefe in the rocks* and thofe in woods abide? 
Whence timorous beads, through hills and lawns pur* 
By artful (hifcs the ravening foe elude? [fued^ 165 

What various wonders may obfenrers fee 
In a finall infed, the fagadous bee ! 
Mark| how the little untaught builders fquaic 
Their rooms, and in the dark their lodgings xtar ! 
Nature's mechanics, they unwearied flrive* 179 

And fill with curious labyrinths the hive. 
See, what bright ftrokes of archite^re ihine 
Through the whole frame, what beautyf what defign I 
Each odoriferous cell, and waxen tower^ 
The yellow pillagp of the rifled flower, 1 7^ 

Has twice three fides, the only figure fit 
To which the labourers may their (lores commit 
Without the lofs of matter, or of room. 
In all the wondrous fini^rt of the co'mbw 
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Next view, fpe6tator, with admiring eyes, xSo 

Ri what juft order all th* apartments rife ! 

Sq regular their equal fides cohere, 

Th' adapted angles fo each other bear, 

Itiat, by mechanic rules refin'd and bold. 

They are at once upheld, at once uplrold. 1I5 

Does not this (kill ev*n vie with rcafon's reach ? 

Can Elttcid more, can more Palladio, teach } 

Each verdant hill th' indufhrious chemifh climb, 

Extra£fc the riches of the blooming thyme. 

And, provident of winter long before, x^o 

They ftock their caves, and hoard their flowery ftore ; 

In peace they rule their flate with prudent care, 

Wifely defend, or wage ofFcnfive war, 

Maro, thefe wonders offer'd to his thought, 

Feh bis known ardour, and the rapture caught : i^ 

Then rais*d his voice, and in immortal lays 

Did high as Heaven the infe6l nation raife. 

If, Epicurus, this whole artful ^ame 
Does not a wife Creator's hand proclaim, 
To view the intelle6\:aal world advance; sot 

ft this the creature too of Fate or Chance ? 
Turn on itfelf thy godlike rcafon's ray. 
Thy mind contemplate, and its power furvey. 

What high perfe£tions grace the human mind. 
In flefh imprifon'd, and to eanh confin^ I to^ 

What vigour has ihe ! what a piercing fight ! 
Strong as the winds, and fprightlyas the light I 
She moves un weary 'd, as the a£tive fire. 
And, like the flame, her flights to Heaven afpire; 

By 
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lier thoughts in never-ccaiing dreams i lO 

lear ; by night they drive in troubled dreams. 

vvs ten thoufand landfcapes in the braioy 

of airy forms an endlefs train, 

all her intelle£^ual fcencs prepare, 

•y turns the (lage, and difappear. 215 

remoter regions of the Iky 

ift- \ving*d thought can in a moment fly ; 

:o the heights of Heaven, to be employ'd 

ing thence th* interminable void; 

tk beyond the dream of time, to fee tf 

gnant ocean of eternity. 

Its in an indant through the zodiack run^ 

s long journey for the labouring fun ; 

own they dioot, as fwitt as darting light, 

1 oppoGng clouds retard their ITight ; 225 

;h fubterranean vaults with eafc they fweep, 

irch the liidden wonders of the deep. 

n man with reafon dignify'd is born, 

ges his naked mind adorn ; 

aces or arts enridi his brain, 230 

ncy yet difplays h«r piftur'd train : 

nnate ideas can difcern, 

jvlcdge deftitute, though apt to learn, 

elleftual, like the body's, eye, 

in the womb, no objeft can defcryi 235 

lifpos'd to entertain the light, 

Jge of things when offer'd to the light. 

)hjc£^s through the fenfes padage gain^ 

I with various imagery the brain^ 

p n;:\e 
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Th' ideas, which the mind docs thence perceive, 

To think and know the firft occafion give. 

Did (he not ufe the fenfcs' miniflry, > 

Nor ever tafte, or fmell, or hear, or fee, I 

Could Ihe pofleft of power perceptive be > J 

Wretches, who fightlefs into being came, 245 

Of light or colour no idea frame. 

Then grant a man his being did commence, 

Deny'd by Nature each external fenfe, 

Thefe ports unopen'd, diflSdent we guefs, 

Th* unconfcious foul no image could poflefs ; t$o 

Though what in fuch a Hate the reftlcfs trwn 

Of fpirits would produce, we alk in vain. 

The mind proceeds, and to refle£lion goes. 

Perceives ihe does perceive, and knows (he knows ; 

Reviews her afts, and does from thence conclude 

She is with reafon and with choice enduecL 

From individuals of diflinguifb'd kind. 
By her abftrafting faculty, the mind 
Precifely general natures can conceive. 
And birth to notions univerfal givej 260 

The various modes of things diftinftly (hows, ^ 

A pure refpeft, a nice relation knows, i 

And fees whence each refpc£k and each relation flows* J 
By her ahftrafting power in pieces takes 
The mix'd and compound whole, which Nature makes; 
On objefts of the fenfes ihe refines, "| 

Beings by Nature feparated joins, f 

And fevers (qualities, which that combvies* * 



} 
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The mind» from things Hyei— ^ imoL gggcgat 
. In which their waamm wkc afiae itie&0 9f9» 

And can feme difecaoe wmk wmTkamii fa 
In this^ wiuch fees cadicir t» asgfor: 
She does diilingmik here, mid taeic: kjek; 
The mark of ju^^esKst Eiu:, md icii cif -vie* 

As (he can reckoo, liBpaate, lad rftnyipr, ^r 
Conceive what order^ mk, profiofiios^ jk. 
So from one thougjhc flic litu cas i&okc iners 
Maxim fronft maiifli can fay fofct cxpmSf 
And make difcoverM tndis afibnur tram csne^ s 
On [dain fouodadonv wbick o«r nea^ a«Sy »S# 

She can ftapeadoiis limm of fdauic n-Uf 
Notion OB notion boik mil cowcviog fit. 
Till th' intellechial fabiics reach the ikJai 
The mathematic astomsy which appear 
By fcientific demondraaoa ckar, ^ ' : 1 

The mader builders on two piiJars rear; J 

From two plain probleos by iabeiioG* inon^x 
Is all the wondrous fuperftni£turc wfo^f^% 

The foul, as mentioned, can hcrfcif iHlpca, 
By a^s reflex can riew^hcr ads direO; i^ 

A talk too hard for fenfe $ tor tkiMgh tt^ ere 
Its own reflefkd imag;e can defcry» 
Yet it ne*er faw the fight by which it fces^ 
T'iGon can (hew no coloured images. 

The mind's tribunal can repofts rejed i^^ 

IVIade by the fenfcsy and their faults corred ; 
The magnitude of didant ftars it knows, 
VV^ch erring fenfC) as twiokiiog Uifcttf flumn : 

P a C\w«.^ 
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Crooked the fhape our cheated eye believes. 
Which through a double medium it receives; 500 

Superior mind does a right judgement make. 
Declares it (Iraight, and mends the eye's miftake. 

Where dwells this fovcreign arbitrary foul. 
Which does the human animal control, 1 

Inform each part, and agitate the wliole ? 305 J 

O'er miniflerial fenfcs docs prefide, 
To all their various provinces divide, I 

Each member move, and every motion guide, J 

Which, by her fecret unconteiled nod. 
Her melTengers the fpirits fends abroad, 3 it I 

Through every nervous pafs, and every vital road, J 
To fetch from every diftant part a train 
Of outward objefts, to enrich the brain ? 
Where fits this bright intelligence cnthron'd. 
With numberlefs ideas pour*d around ? 315 

Where fciences and arts in order wait, 
And truths divine compofe her god-like fbite ? 
Can the dilTefling ileel the brain difplay, jat 

And the auguft apartment open lay. 
Where this great queen ftill chufes to reiide 
In intellectual pomp, and bright ideal pride ? 
Or can the eye, aflilled by the glafs, 
Difcern the ftrait, but hofpitable place, 345 

In which ten thoufand images remain. 
Without confufion, and their rank maintain ? 

How docs this wondrous principle of thought 
Perceive the ohjcGt by the fenfes brought ? 
Wliat philofophic builder will elTay 339 

By rules mechanic to unfold the way 

4 Hev 
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How a machine muft be ditpos'd to think, 

Ideas how to frame, and how to link ? 

Tell us, Lucretius, Epicurus, tell. 

And you in wit unrival (hall excel, 335 

How through the outward feiiie the ohje6( flies, 

How in tl^ foul her innages arife ; 

What thinking, what perception is, explain ; 

What all the airy creatures of the brain ; 

How to the mind a thought refle£led goes, 340 

And how the confcious engine knows it knows. 

The mind a thoufand (kilful works can frame. 
Can form deep praje6ls to procure her aim. 
Merchants for eadcrn pearl and golden ore 
To crofs the main, and reach the Indian (hore, 345 
Prepare the floating (hip, and fpread the fail. 
To catch the impulfe of the breathing gale. 
Warriors in framing fchcmes their wildora Ihow, 
To difappoint or circumvent the foe. 
Th* ambitious ftatefnian labours dark defigns, 35© 

Now open force employs, now undermines ; 
By paths dirc6k his end he now purfues. 
By fide approaches now, and flanting views. 

Sec, how refiftlefs orators pcrfuade, 
Draw out their forces, and the heart invade; 355 

Touch every fpring and movement of the foul. 
This appetite excite, and ihat control; 
Their powerful voice can flying tio ps arrcft, 
Contiim the weak, and melt th* obdurate bread ; 
Chace fiom tlie fad their melancBoly air, 360 

Sooth difcoment, and folace anxious caie. 

P 3 ^M\^K.^ 
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^Vhen threatening tides of rage and anger rife, 

Ufurp the throne, and reafon's fway dcfpife. 

When in the feats of life thb tempeft reigns, 

Beats through the heart, and drives along the veins | 

Sec, eloquence with force perfuafivc binds 

The rcftlcfs waves, and charms the warring winds, 

Rcfifilcfs bids tumultuous uproar ccafe, 

Rcca'ls the calm, and gives the bofom peace. 

Did not the mind, on heavenly joy intent, jTt 

MiC various kinds of harmony invent ? 
She the theorbo, Ihe the viol found. 
And all iht moving melody of found ? 
She ^ave to breathing tubes a power unknown. 
To fpeak rnfpir'd with accents not tlicir own 5 375 

Taught tuneful fons of mufic how to fing, 
)Io\v, by vibrations of th' extended ftring, 
An J managM impulfe on the fufFering atr, 
T' extort the rapture, and delight the car. 

Sec, how celcftial reafon docs command 3S0 

The ready pencil in the painter's hand; 
Whofc llrokes affeft with nature's felf to vie. 
And with falfc life amufe the doubtful eye : 
Behold the ftrong emotions of the mind 
Exerted in the eyes, and in the face defign'd. cS; 

Such is the artifl's wondrous power, that we 
Ev'n pi£lur'd fouls and coloured paillons fee. 
Where without words (peculiar eloouence) 
The bufy figures fpcaJ^thcir various fenfe. 
What livini^ face does more diftrcfs or woe, 30* 

More finifli'd (hame, confufion, horror, knovr, I 

Tlun wlut the madei^ oC iVvc ^cicil Ihcw? j 
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Mean time the chizel with the pencil vies j 
The fifter arts difpute the doubtful prize. 
Are human limbs, cv'n in dieir vital ftate, 395 ^ 

More juft and ftrong, more free and delicate, A 

Than Buonorwa's curious ibbls create ? J 

He to the rock can vital iiiftin£ls givfe, 
Wfcich thus transform'd can rage, rejoice, 6y grieve : 
His fldlftil hand does marble veins infpire 40O 

Now with the lover's, now the hero's tire ; 
So well th* itmgin'd «61or8 pUy their patt, 
The filent hypocrites fuch p^ower exert, 
That pafllons, which they feel not, tl^ey bcfiow, 
Affright us with their fear, and melt us with their woe. 
There Niobe leans weeping on her arm : 
How her fad looks and beauteous forrow charm ! 
Sec, here a Venus foft in Parian ftone; 
A Pallas there to ancient fables known; 
That from the rock arofc, not from the main, 410 

This not from Jove's, but from the fculptor's brain. 

Admire the carver's fertile entrgv. 
With ravilh'd eyes his happy offspring fee. 
What beauteous figures by th' unrivaPd art' 
Of Britifli Gibbons from the cedar dart f 415 

He makes that tree unnative charms alfume, 
Ufurp gay honours, and anotlier's l)loom j 
The various fruits, which different climates bear, 
And all the pride the tieUis and gardens wear ; 
While from unjuicy limbs without a root 420 

New buds devis'ti, and leafy branches, fhoot. 

As human kind can by an a6t dirc61, 
Perceive and know, ihen rcaforv and\t^^Gt\ 



I 
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So the Self-moving Spring has power to chufe, 

Thefe methods to reje£^, and thofe to ufe $ 425 

She can defign and profecute an end. 

Exert her vigour, or her a£k fufpeod; 

Free from the infults of all foreign power. 

She does her godlike liberty fecure j 

Her right and high prerogative miuntainSy 430 

Impatient of the yoke, and fcoms coercive chains i j 

She can her airy train of forms difband, | 

And makes new levees at her own command 1 

O'er her ideas fovereign ihe preiides. 

At pleafure thefe unites, and thofe divides. 43J 

The ready phantoms at her nod advance. 
And form the bufy intellcftual dance j 
While her fair fcenes to vary, or fupply. 
She fmgles out 6t images, that lie 
In memory's records, which faithful hold 449 

Objc£ls immenfe in fecrct marks inroll'd ; 
The fleeping forms at her command awake, 
And now return, and now their cells forfake, 
On a^ive Fancy's crowdeil theatre. 
As (he directs, they rife or difappcar. 44$ 

Objefts, which throuj^h the fcnfcs make their way. 
And juft 'mpreflions to the foul convey. 
Give her occafion firft herfelf to move. 
And to exert her hatred, or her love ; 
Ideas, which to fome impuliive feem, 450 

AGt not U|X)n the mind, but that on them. 
When (hi: to foreign obje6ls audience gives. 
Their llrokes and motions in the brain perceives, 

As 
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As thefe perceptions, we ideas name, 
From her own power and adlive nature came, 455 

So when difcern'd by intcHcftual light, . 
Hcrfelf her various paflions does excite, 
To ill her, hale, to good her appetite? 
To (bun the firfV, the latter to procure. 
She chufes meaps by free eled^ive power; 46c 

She can their various habitudes furyey, 
Debate their fitnefs, and their merit weigh, 
And, while the means fuggefled ihe compares. 
She to the rivals this or that prefers. 

By her fuperior power the reafoning foul 465 

Can each reluctant appetite control ; 
Can every pailion rule, and every fenfe. 
Change Nature's courfe, and with her laws difpenfe ; 
Our breathing to prevent, flic can arrefi: 
Th' extenfion, or contra£lion, of the bread; 470 

When pain*d with hunger, we can food refufe. 
And wholefome abftinence, or famine chufe. 
Can the wild beafl his inflin£k difobey, 
And from his jaws releafe the captive prey ? 
Or hungry herds on verdant paftures lie, 47^ 

Mindlcfs to cat, and refolutc to die ? 
With heat expiring, can the panting hart 
Patient of thirfl from ihe cool dream tiepart ? 
Can brutes at will imprifon'd breath detain ? 
Torment prefer to eafe, and life difdain ? 489 

From all reftraint, from all corapulfion free, 
Unforc*d, and unneceflitatcd, we 
Ourfelves determine, and our freedom prove. 
When this we fly, and to that objcCX isvon^. 
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Had not the mind a power to will and chufe, 4S5 

One obJe£k to embrace, anid one refdre ; 

Could (he not zOt, or not her a£t fufpend. 

As it ob{lru6^edy or advanced her end ; 

"Virtue and Vice were names without a caufe. 

This would not Hate dcferv^, nor that Af)plaufe j 490 

Jdfiice in vain has high tribunals reafd, 

Whom can her fcntence puniih, whom reward ? 

If impious children fliould their father kill. 

Can they be wicked* when they cannot will ; 

When only caufes foreign and unfeen 495 1 

Strike with tcfifllefs force tlie fprings within, I 

Whence in the engine man all motion muft begin ? J 

Are vapours guilty, which the vintage blaft ? 
Are ftorms profcrib'd, which lay the foreft wafte ? 
Why lies the wretch then tortur'd on the whed| 5^ 
If forc'd to treafon, or compel l*d to Ileal ? 
Why does the warrior^ by aufpicious fate 
With laurels crown'd, and clad in robes of flate, 
In triumph ride amidft the gazing throng 
Deaf with applaufcs, and the Poet's fong j 505 

If the viftorious, but the brute machine 
Did only wreaths inevitable win, 
And no wife choice or vigilance has (hoWn* 
Mov'd by a fatal impulfe, not his own ? 

Should trains of atoms human fenfe impel, 510 

Though not fo fierce, (o ftrohg, fo vifible, 
As foldiers arm'd, and do not men aVred 
With clubs upheld and daggers at their bread | 

n means compulfive are not plainer ihown, 

ca ru£ans dxiycT; or cooc^uecm dt«^ u^ dn i 5 15 
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uch wc 'rt forc'd, when by an atcfm 's f\nmy 
rol'd, as when a tyrant We obey; 
by whatever caufe conftrain'd to aft, 
nerit no reward, no guilt contraft. 
ir mind a( rulers feels a confcious awc> ^i% 

res their juftice, and regards their laW- 
eftitude and deviation knows, 
vice from one, from one that vintie foVPt j 
icfe ihe feels unlike efFefts Wtthfn, 
I virtue pleafure, and reinorfe frotn finj 52^ 

:s of a juft reward by that are fed, 
lis of wrath vindiftive fecret dread* 
mind, which thus can rules of duty learn, 
right from wrong, and good from ill, difcera, 
ch, the fharp flrokc of juflice to prevent, 530 

(hamc exprefs, can grieve, reflcft, repent; 
I fare or chance her rife can never draw, 
e caufes know not virtue, vice, or law. 
e can a life fucceeding this conceive^ 
lifs or woe an endle& (late believe. t^p 

ding the juft and univerfal doom, 
aw'd by fears of punishment to comey 
opes excited of a glorious crown, 
certain pleafures in a world unknown ; 
:an the fond detires of fcnfe reftrain, ^4^ 

)unce delight, and chufe diHrefs and pain 1 
ru(h on danger, can deftru£^ion face,. 
il relinquifli life, and death. embrace ; 
o affiifted virtue can adhere, 
cliains and want to profpecous ^Ic ^^sRiEitx \ \\% 
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Unmov'd, thcfe wild tempeftuous feats furvcy. 

And view ferene this refllefs rolling fea. 

In vain the monilers, which the coaft infeft. 

Spend all their rage to interrupt her reft ; 

J^CT charming fong the fyren lings in vain, 550 

She can the tuneful hypocrite difdainj 

Fix'd and unchanged the faithlefs world behold. 

Deaf to its threats, and to its favour cold. 

Sages remaiky we labour not to ihow 

The will is free, but that the man is fo : 555 

For what enlightened reafoner can declare 

What human will and underflanding are } 

What fcience from thofe objefts can we frame 

Of which we little know, bclides the name ? 

The learned, who with anatomic art 560 

Dilfef^ the mind, and thinking fubflanoe part. 

And various powers and faculties ailcrt. 

Perhaps by fuch abftra6lion of the mind 

Divide the things, that arc in nature join'd. 

What maders of the fchools can make it clear 565 

Thofe faculties, which two to them'apj-ear. 

Are not refiding in the foul iltc fame, 

And not diftinft, hut by a ditferent name ? 

Thus has the Mufe purfucd her hardy theme. 
And fung the wonders of this artful frame. 370 

£re yet one fui>ti rranean arch was made, 
Cne cavern vaulted, or one girder laid ; 
Ere the high rocks did o'er the fhores arife. 
Or fnowy mouniains towfr'd amidft the Ikies | 
Before the watery troops fil'd off from land, 575 

\nd lay amid ft the rucks eutrench'd in fand ; 



} 
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Before the air hs bofom did unfold. 

Or humifh'd orbs in blue expanfion roll'd ; 

She fung how Nature then in embryo lay, 

And did the fecrcis of her birth difplay. 5 to 

When after, at th' Almighty's high command. 
Obedient waves divided from tlie land j 
And (hades and lazy mifts were chac'd away, 
While rofy light difFusM the tender day j 
When uproar ceas*d, and wild confufion fled, 585 

And new-born Nature rais'd her beauteous head; 
She fung the frame of this trfrreftrial pile. 
The hills, the rocks, the rivers, and the foil; 
She view'd the fandy frontiers, which reflraiii 
The noify infults of th' imprifon'd main ; 590 

Rang'd o'er the wide diffuiion of the waves. 
The moid coerulean walks, and fearch'd the coral caves. 

She then furvey'd the fluid fields of air, 
And the crude feeds of meteors fafliion'd there ; 
Then with continued flight flie fped her way, 595 

Mounted, and bold purfued the fource of day { 
With wonder of celeAial motions fung. 
How the pois'd orbs are in the vacant hung. 
How the bright fluices of aetherial light. 
Now fliut, defend the empire of the night, ecei 

And now, drawn up with wife alternate care. 
Let floods of glory out, and fpread with day the air. 

Then with a daring wing flie foar'd fublime. 
From realm to realm, from orb to orb did climb : 
Swift through the fpacious gulph flie urg'd her way, 605 
Ac length emerg'd in empyrean day; 

1 



4|M ^^.A^CRMORE'S POEMS. 

Where far, oh far, beiyood what morvils^.icc^ 

In the void ^iOa^i^sr of iKUAenfioyy 

The mind ne;y,iu<)kS9 Y>ew planets, can explore, 

^()d yet bevon^ c«n; ftill imagine more. 610 

Thus in hsM nuifibers did th* adventucoos Mufe 
To fmg the lifelefe parts of Nature chufc 5 
And then advajpQ'd to .bonders yet behind, 
ISurvey'd and iiv^ the vegetable kio4 } 
Bid lofty. wfko4»i and Ipi^sable brakes review^ 615 

Along tbe vaUey i^wp^ and o'er the mouAtaia flew. 
Then left the. Mu$» .tfep ftcW ai^ wavii^ glTOve, , 
And unf2^g:uod uAtl); gr^tei^il Itbour Arove 
To climb: tV amazing heights of fenfe, and iiag '\ 
The power pei;ceptive, and the inward fpring 610 > 
Which agita(«$ and guides eiK^h living thing. J 

Sbe sexjt ei&)i'd t|^ embryo's rife to trace 
iProm an unf^ftiion'd.*, rude» unch?Dnel'd mafs : 
"Sung hf>w the fpirits wal^e^'d in the braio 
'Kxert their foro^* and g^Qiai^ toil maintain s ^25 

£re£^ tl^ beaduDg heant, the ^^nnels" frame» 
Unfold entangled limbs, and. kindle vital flame 1 
-How the frnall pipes are in meanders laid> 
And bounding, life is to and frp convey 'd ; 
^^iQfw fpirits,. which fqr fei^fe and rnQtioia ferve, . ijo 
«XJnguided,find the perforated nerve. 
Through every d vk rccefs purfue their flight, - 

Unconfci/a^ of the ro2|d, and void of fight, I 

Yet, cena^rv of the w^y,.Aill guide their motioas xig^ J 

From thepce a npblcr fliglit (hn did .elTay^ 
The.mmd's extended empire to furvcy. 

. , 7 ' ^ 
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§he fung the godlike principle of thought, "V 

And how, from objefts by the fcnfes brough^y r 

The intellectual imagery is wrought; 

How (he ihc modes of beings can difccm» 34* 

A nice refpeflfc a mecr relation learn; 

Can all the thin abflra£l^d notions reach, 

Which Grecian wits, or, Britain^ thine can teach. 

Ihus has the Mufe ilrove to difplay a part 
Of thofe unnumber'd miracles of art, 645 

Of prudence, condu£i:, and of wife deiign, 
Which to th* attentive thought confpicuous fhine. 

Still, vanquifli'd Atheifts ! will you keep the field. 
And, hard in error, ftill refufe to yield ? 
See, all your broken arms lie fpread around, 650 

And ignominious rout deforms the ground ; 
Be wife, and once, admoniflxM by a f9e, 
Where lies your ftrength, and where your wcaknefs, knowj 
No more at Reafon's folemn bar appear. 
Hardy no more fcholadic weapons bear; 655 

Difband your feeble forces, and decline 
The war; no more in tinfcl armour fhine; 
Nor (hake ybur bullruih fpears, but fwift repair 
To your ftrong place of arnis, the fcofFer's chair ; 
And thence, fupportpd with a mocking ling, 669 

Sarcaflic darts and keen inve6livcs fling 
Againft your foes, and.fcornful at your fcifti 
Religion vanqum with decifive jefts $ 
Arm'd with rcfiftlefs laughter, Heaven tipul, 
RelinquiHi Reafon, and let Mirth prevail. ^65 

Good Heaven ! tl^at men, who vaunt difccrx^Hg fj^hr^ 
^B^ arrogant from wifdom't difUQ& Vit\^ 
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Look down on vulgar mortals, who revere 1 

A Caufe Supreme, (hould their proud building rear f 
Without one prop the ponderous pile to bear! ^ 

How much the Judge, who does in Heaven prcfidc 
Re-mocks the fcoflPer, and contemns his pride ! 
Behold, the fad unfufFcrable hour 
Advances near, which will his error cure § 
When he compeird (hall drink the wrathful bowl, 1 
And ruin'd feel immortal vengeance roll > 

Through all his veins, and drench his inmofl foul. J 
O'erwhelm'd with horror, funk in deep dcfpair, 
And loft for ever, will the wretch forl)ear 
To curfe his madnefs, and blafpHeme the power 6to 
Of his juft Sovereign, which he mock'd before ? 

Hail, King Supreme ! of Power Immenfe Abyfs ! . 
Father of Light ! Exhauftlefs Source of Blifs ! 
Thou uncreated, Self-exiftent Caufe, 
Contflord by no fuperior Being's laws, 685 

TBjpc infant light elTay'd to dart the ray, 
Smird heavenly fweet, and try'd to kindle day : 
Ere the wide fields of aether were difplay'd. 

Or (liver ftars coerulean fpheres inlaid i 

Ere yet the eldeft child of Time was born, 490 

Or verdant pride young Nature did adorn; 

Thou art ; and didft eternity employ 

In unmolefted peace, in plenitude of joy. 
In its ideal frame the world, defign'd 

Jh>m ages paft, lay (inilh'd in thy mind. 695 

Conform to this divine imagin'd plan. 

With perfedk art th' amazbg work begaa. 

Thy 
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Thy glance furvey'd the folitary plains, 

Where ihapelefs ihade inert and (ilent reigns 1 

Then in the dark and andi(tingui(h*d fpace^ 

Unfiruitfuly uninclos'd, and wild of face. 

Thy coropars for die world mark'd out the defHn'( 

place. 
Then didft Thou through the fields of barren Night 
Oo forth, coilefled in Creating Might. 
Where Thou almighty vigour didft exert, 
Which emicant did this and that way dart 
Through the black bofom of the empty fpace : 
The gulphs confefs th' omnipotent embrace. 
And, pregnant grown with elemental feed, 
Unfinifti'd orbs and worlds in embryo breed. 
From the crude mafs, Omnifcient Archite6V, 
Thou for each part materials didft fele£t, 
And with a mafter-hand thy world erc6t. 
Labour'd by Thee, the globes, vaft lucid buoys, 
By Thee uplifted, float in liquid fkies : 
By Thy cementing word their parts cohere. 
And roll by Thy impulfivc nod in air. 
Thou in the vacant didft the earth fufpend, 
Advance the mountains, and the vales extend ; 
People the plains with flocks, with beafts the wood. 
And ftore with fcaly colonies the flood. 

Next, ^lan arofc at Thy Creating Word, 
Of Thy tcrreftial realms vicegerent lord. 
His foul, more artful labour, more rcfin'd, 
And emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, 

Q^ Enti<i\i\R4 
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Ennobled by Thy Image, fpotkft flionc, 
Prais'd Tbce her auclior, and ador'd Thy ibrofie t 
Able to know* iM^mire, fnjoy bisr God, 
She did her high felicity applaud. 

Since Tbou didfl all the fpapipus worlds diij^yy 
Homage to Thee let all obedient pay. 
Let glittering ftars, that dance their defUn'd rbg 
SubHme in Iky, with vocal planets ling 
Confederate praife to Thee, O Great Creator King ! 
Let the thin diftri6ts of the waving air, 
Conveyancers of found, Thy lki!i declare. 
Let winds, the breathing creatures of the Ikies, 
Call in each vigorous ^ale, that roving flies 
By land or fea ; then one loud triumph raife, 
And all their blafts employ in fongs of praife. 

While painted herald-birds Thy deeds proclaim, 
And on their fpreading wings convey Thy fame : 
Let Eagles, which in Heaven's blue concave foar, 
Scornful of earth fuperior feats explore, 
And rife with breafts creft againft the fun, 
Be minifters to bear Thy bright renown. 
And carry ardent praifes to Thy throne. 

Ye fiih, aflume a voice ; with praifes fill 
The hollow rock, and loud rea£live hill. 
Let lions with their roar their thanks exprcfs, 
"With acclamations fhake the wilderncfs. 
Let thunder clouds, that float from pole to pole. 
With falvos loud falute Thee as they roll. 
Ye monfters of the fea, ye noify waves « 
Strike with applaufe the repercuiUve caves. 



} 
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Let hail and rain, let meteors form*d of fire, f 

And lambent flames, in this bleft work confpire. 

Let the high cedar and the mountain pine 

Lovly tothee, ^cat King, their heads incline. 

Let every fpicy odoriferous tree 

Prefent its incenfe and its balm to Thee. ,__ 

And»thou, Heaven's viceroy o'er this world beloWy - ;.-'. ' ' 
lo this bkft talk fuperior ardour (how j ^^y- 

To view thyfelf, infleft thy reafon*s ray, y*^ 

Nature's replenilh*d theatre furvey; ',;}*" 

Then all on fire the Author's (kill adore, "i' * * '' 

And in loud fongs extol Creating Power. fer.'! 

Degenerate minds, in mazy error loft. 
May combat Heaven, and impious triumphs boaft; 
But, while my veins feel animating fires, ."*? 

And vital air this breathing breaft infpires. 
Grateful to Heaven, I'll ftretch a pious wing. 
And fing His praifc, who gave me power to fing. t- 
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